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LESSON 1 - THE TRUE STORY OF JESUS CHRIST
1. Introduction

From the very beginning, God prepared the way to send his Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. Jesus was with God when He created the world, and lived with the Father in Heaven throughout the centuries as God's plan unfolded through the Old Testament. Then one day, God sent Jesus to earth as a baby to grow up and live for more than 30 years in the land of Israel, where he revealed the love and will of God to mankind.

Now, we have a special guest who is going to tell us what happened when Jesus was born.   
2. Puppet skit (with sheep puppet talking with the teacher or to another puppet)
Sheep 

Hello Everyone! I am so happy to be here with you today, because I am from a very famous and 

important family, and I am going to tell you a wonderful story. A long, long time ago my great, 


great, great.....grandmother lived in a country that was far away from here - in the land of Israel. 


She was young and the favorite of her master, the shepherd. During the day she wandered 


around the fields and hills with the other sheep, and at night she slept beside the shepherd. But 


one night something very strange happened - so strange that the story has been passed down 


through my family ever since! That night, in the winter when it was very cold, the shepherd was 


awakened very suddenly (and so of course was my great grandma!). He saw a very bright light,  

and a huge shining angel appeared in the sky!
Teacher
Oooh! I would be very scared - wouldn't you? (asking the children)

Sheep

Of course, everyone was terrified, but then the angel said: "Don't be afraid because I bring you 


good news of great joy for all people. Today a baby has been born in Bethlehem, who is the 


Savior, Christ the Lord." The shepherds (and my grandma as well!) couldn't understand 



because of their fear, but the 
angel continued: "This is a sign for you - you will find the baby 


wrapped in cloths and lying in a feeding trough!" Then suddenly a huge multitude of angels 


appeared in the sky, all praising God. What an incredible sight! Then they all disappeared and 


the shepherds decided to go to find this very important new baby.  
Teacher
(asking children) Who do you think the baby was?

Sheep

Because they were shepherds, they knew all the caves in the area around Bethlehem where 


animals were kept and fed in the winter, and so it wasn't difficult for them to find which one had 


the special baby. The other shepherds of course had left their sheep in the fields, but my great  


grandma's shepherd took her along with him. Soon they found the special place with the man, 


his wife and the tiny newborn baby. Then the shepherds knew that what the angels had told 


them was true, and they all began to praise God. They stayed there for a while and heard what 


had happened to this little family.
Teacher
Do you all know the story? Mary was a young girl who believed in and obeyed God, and 



because of that, God chose her to be the mother of His only son, Jesus Christ, the Messiah (as 


had been written by the prophets in the Scriptures). One day, an angel called Gabriel, had 


visited Mary, and told her that God had chosen her, and the Holy Spirit would come upon her so 

that she would become pregnant and give birth to the Son of God, the Messiah. It was 



impossible because she had no husband, but God was going to do a miracle. Even though she 


did not understand, Mary believed God and it happened just as the angel had said. Mary had a 


boyfriend - do you know his name? Yes, it was Joseph.
Sheep

Yes, God had spoken to him too, in a dream, and so he married Mary to help her. After about 9 


months, they had to travel to Bethlehem and suddenly the time came for the baby to be born. 


There were so many people visiting the town that there wasn't a room or anywhere to stay, but 


finally Joseph found that cave and Mary gave birth to her son Jesus and placed him in the 


trough where hay was fed to the animals. So the sheep were Jesus' first friends! My grandma 


and her shepherd were so happy to know this very special family that they went back and 


visited several times after that. One time when they were there, some wise men arrived from a 


far away country in the East. They had traveled for two years, following a bright star which led 


them right to the Holy Family, and they brought special gifts for the Baby Jesus.

Teacher
Does anyone know what those gifts were? They were gold; a special perfume; and spices for 


burying the dead! Very strange gifts for a baby, but they indicated that Jesus was going to be a 


king, a priest, and was going to sacrifice his life for us all. Now we can understand all that, but at 

the time no-one knew it.   
Sheep

The very next night Joseph, Mary and Baby Jesus went away. The shepherd found out that 


Joseph had had another dream from God, telling them to go immediately. During the following 


days, lots of soldiers came looking for the Baby Jesus to kill him, but thank God the family had 


already gone.  Now don't you all agree that it's a wonderful story?

Teacher
Yes, thank you so much for coming to tell it to us! Now let's all sing some songs together! 

3. Songs about Jesus (let children stand up and sing 2 or 3 action songs)

4. The story of Jesus told with pictures

Prepare some simple pictures to illustrate the following points of the story (see suggestions at end):


1) When Jesus was 12 years old, visiting Jerusalem with his family, he enjoyed listening to and talking with the teachers in the Temple. Once, he forgot about returning home with his family and got in trouble. He said he had to be in his Father's house, but was obedient and went home with his parents. He continued to grow in wisdom.

2) Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist and received power from the Holy Spirit. Then he went off into the desert to pray for 40 days. Satan met him there and tempted him, but Jesus overcame the temptation by speaking the Word of God, and Satan had to leave.


3) As Jesus went around preaching to the people and explaining God's Word, he became famous and people came from all around to hear him.


4) Jesus welcomed the children too, and said that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like children, and we should be trusting and humble like children if we want to go to live in Heaven.


5) Jesus healed all the sick who came to him. He healed Peter's mother-in-law of a fever; he healed a leper by just touching him and praying for him; a woman who had been bleeding for many years pushed through the crowd to just touch Jesus' clothes and she was healed; Jesus healed blind people and restored shriveled limbs. He healed people in many different ways.


6) Jesus cast a demon out of a boy because his father begged him to help. He cast demons out of a man who was naked and lived among the tombs, cutting himself with rocks. The man became completely normal again and Jesus told him to go home and tell everyone what had happened.


7) Jesus did incredible miracles sometimes: once he turned water into wine at a wedding because there was nothing good for the people to drink. Another time he preached for a long time until everyone was very hungry. He took 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish offered up by a boy, prayed, and they were multiplied to feed everyone - more than 5,000 people, with leftovers!
 


8) Also Jesus had great power over Nature. Once he was in a boat asleep with the disciples when a storm came. Everyone was afraid but he just stood up and spoke to the storm, and it became calm.

9) Jesus also did some "impossible" things - his friend Lazarus was sick and died. He was buried and 4 days later Jesus arrived to find the family very sad. They wished Jesus had come sooner to heal their brother. But God wanted to show even greater power - Jesus ordered the rock that sealed the tomb to be removed, then called out to Lazarus. The dead man came back to life and walked out of the tomb totally healed!


10) Jesus did something VERY special for us too! Some people did not like Jesus and were jealous of him. They did not believe he was God's Son. They had him arrested and persuaded the people to ask for him to be killed. So, although Jesus had done nothing wrong, he was beaten, mistreated and finally hung on a cross to die. He could have saved himself by calling on the angels to help him, but he willingly suffered and gave up his life. He knew it was God's plan for him to sacrifice his life so that WE could be forgiven of our sins and be accepted again by God. 

11) But the greatest miracle of all came 3 days later, when God raised Jesus from the dead. He overcame Satan, the grave and even Hell! Jesus visited with the disciples and talked with many people for about 6 weeks before ascending into Heaven to live with the Father there until he comes back for all of us who love and follow him. Then he will take us to live in Heaven with him forever! 
5. Memory verse

Matthew 16:16      Peter answered:     "You are the Christ,      the Son of the Living God."

The children can be divided into 4 groups, then as each group is randomly pointed to, they stand up and repeat the next part of the verse, as it is recited several times over. Then all recite it together.

6. Game

"Four Gospels Game" - Choose 4 bases outdoors (or use corners of the room) and name them in turn Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. A child is chosen to be in the center, with eyes blindfolded. He/she counts out loud slowly to 20 while the remaining children quietly run to stand at the bases. (Best not to make noise!) The child in the center then chooses one of the bases, calling it out by name. All the children at that base must then wait over at one side. The game is repeated, and children eliminated until just one child remains, who then takes the place at the center, and the whole game starts over.  
LESSON 2 - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS - HIS POWER OVER THE NATURAL WORLD
1. Welcome

Ask who can quote the memory verse Matthew 16:16 (Peter answered: "You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God."), and these children come to the front to do so. If children are divided into teams for the whole of the teaching series, points can be given to each team according to the number of team members who can quote the verse correctly. (Dividing them into 3 or 4 teams of mixed ages, is often a good way to control a large group. Games can sometimes be played in the teams and an ongoing score of points kept from week to week, ending in a special reward for all in the winning team, with smaller rewards for the other teams.)
2. A special visitor tells two stories (The teacher or a helper uses a simple costume such as a veil and robe, and uses objects to illustrate) 

"Hello, I've come from a long way to tell you about two miracles that I saw Jesus do many, many years ago when I was a young girl. Oh, but first let me introduce myself - my name is Claudia and I grew up in Cana, near the Sea of Galilee in the land of Israel. When I was about 10 years old, one of my sisters got married. It was very exciting and lots of people came as we celebrated with a big feast that lasted for days. But in the middle of it, my oldest brother was told that there was no more wine! That was very embarrassing! Back then we didn't have drinks like Coca Cola, and the water was not good to drink - whatever could we do?


I had gone to get a drink for my mother when I first saw Jesus, though I didn't know who he was at the time. His mother Mary was asking him to help get more wine, and had brought some servants to do whatever he told them to do. I knew that if they had to go to town to get more, they would be gone for many hours! But then I heard Jesus telling them to go and fill up six big stone pots with water, and serve that! 

I decided to stay and watch because I remember thinking how angry my brother and my dad would be when they found the guests had been served water! Each stone pot held from 20-30 gallons (about 75-115 liters) so the servants had to go back and forth to the well hauling water many times. I heard them fussing about how stupid it was and the man must be crazy, but they had to obey!

Once the pots were full, they poured some of the water into a glass and took it to my brother to taste. Guess what he said! ....He said it was the best wine he had ever tasted!! I couldn't believe my ears! But it was like this:


(Demonstrate this object lesson, holding up a glass of clear water and also another empty glass, which actually has a few drops of coloring or a small amount of powdered colored drink mix in the bottom.) Here is the water, but as it was poured into another glass it turned into wine. (Pour the water from one glass into the other where it appears to change color)

This was the first miracle I ever saw - and later I learned it was the first miracle that Jesus had done, which showed the power of God to the people! After that Jesus went around the countryside telling all about God and how we should live to please Him. Lots of people followed him, and I even went with my parents to hear Jesus when he came to our area. I loved to hear him teach, and he did other things too, like healing people of sickness or evil spirits. It was all very exciting!

But I want to tell you about another miracle I saw Jesus do - and it was one that blessed me too! It happened one of the times we went to hear Jesus speak. There were literally thousands of people there that day, so Jesus stood on top of a small hill, so he could be heard better. He talked and talked and we all listened in amazement. Then someone said maybe Jesus should stop and send us all home as it was very late and everyone was hungry. Since we were all just out on the hillside, it would take hours for us all to get home and prepare supper. But then Jesus did something really strange. Someone had given him a few rolls of bread and some fish - really only enough for Jesus himself and maybe a friend! Like this (hold up 5 rolls and 2 fish - either real or cut out of cardboard). Do you know what happened next?

Jesus lifted them up to the sky, thanked God for them and then blessed them. Then he began to break them up into pieces and pass them out to the people. He told everyone to sit down in orderly lines and pass along the food as it came. I sat down along with everyone else and we did what Jesus said. It was amazing! The bread and fish kept coming and we kept passing it on until it was our turn to keep some, and eventually everyone not only ate all the bread and fish they wanted, but there were 12 baskets of leftovers! What an incredible miracle - after that I had no doubt that Jesus is the Messiah and the Savior of the world! (Looking at watch) Now, I'm very sorry but I have to go to tell some other people my stories. Goodbye!......  
3. Questions


The teacher answers any questions about these two stories, stressing that the object lesson of water changed to wine was just a trick (explaining how it was done), but Jesus does not play tricks. God does not like magic and witchcraft because they deceive people, just as Satan does. But miracles happen when God works through people of faith - impossible things happen that show God's power and bring Him glory.

4. Story of Jesus calming the storm 

The teacher or one of the older children reads the story from the Bible, found in Matthew 8:23-27. If liked, other children can act out the story as it is read.
5. Discussion


Children can talk about the things that frighten them (such as storms, spiders, darkness....) and what we can learn from this last miracle story. God can protect us because He created the world and has power over it all. Talk about miracles - how we do not understand how they happen but we must just have faith in God and that He will help us in our desperate need. Share one or two short testimonies from your own life of how a scripture encouraged you, or God answered a prayer and changed the situation for you.
6. Memory verse

Hebrews 13:8 "Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever."

7. Game

Use a beanbag (fabric bag filled with dried beans or rice etc) and 12 numbered squares marked on the ground. (These can be drawn in the dirt, or marked in chalk on cement, or you can use a piece of cloth with lines drawn on it dividing it into 12 equal squares, numbered from 1-12.) The children line up and in turn throw the beanbag to make it land exactly inside a square (not touching any of the dividing lines). If they fail, they move to the back of the line again. If they succeed, the number where the beanbag lands is written on a blackboard or piece of paper. Also written on the blackboard is the message with blanks (see below). Each number represents a letter, and so as each number is "won", the corresponding letters are written into the blanks. The child or team that first guesses the message correctly, wins.
Message:    _ _ _     _ _ W _ _     _ F    G _ _      _ _ _ _ U _ _ _   M _ _ _ _ _ _ _
The numbers represent:   
1
A (1)




2
E (4)





3
 I (1)





4
O (4)





5 
L (1)






6
P (2)




7 
D (2)





8
T (1)





9
H (1)





10
C (2)





11
R (3)





12
S (2)

Answer: THE POWER OF GOD PRODUCES MIRACLES
LESSON 3 - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS - HIS POWER OVER EVIL
1. Welcome

Ask who can quote the memory verse Hebrews 13:8 ("Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever.") and these children come to the front to do so and receive points for their teams accordingly.
2. A story told by a pig (using hand puppet or mask)

"Hello, boys and girls! As a pig, I am very happy to be here today with you to tell you an extraordinary story, that has been told in my family for many years. (Burps) Oh dear, please excuse me - I've just eaten and my English is not very good as I come from a land very far away. Long, long ago, one of my ancestors lived beside a lake. It was a beautiful and perfect home for a pig. Do you know why?.......... Because the people who lived in that land were Jews - and they didn't eat pigs!!!


The story goes that one day, my great-great-great..... grandfather was digging up roots near a cemetery there. He was with his friends (who of course, were also pigs) when they saw a group of people getting out of a boat. At the very same moment, they heard a terrible scream and a crazy man appeared from behind some tombs. He was naked and very, very dirty (and we pigs KNOW about being really dirty!!). He shouted out loud and ran around waving his hands in the air. It scared my grandfather so much that he ran away and hid in some bushes on top of a hillside.

He peeked out from the bushes to see what happened next. He watched as the crazy man ran up to one man and threw himself down on the ground, yelling 'What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?'  Although my grandfather was far away he said the crazy man's voice sounded very strange and terrifying. Then something really weird happened. The man called Jesus spoke out in a firm, commanding voice and told the demons to leave the man immediately - and to go into the herd of pigs feeding there in the cemetery! My grandfather's friends!!!


To my grandfather's amazement, he saw the demons leave the crazy man and go into the other pigs, who immediately also started acting crazy! They rushed around and around squealing and then all rushed straight off the cliff and into the lake where they drowned! But the naked man suddenly became calm and normal. He was embarrassed about not having any clothes and so someone gave him something to cover up with. He sat down and started talking with Jesus - he was completely changed and made well! What a miracle!

What good luck that my grandfather had run away from his friends and hidden in the bushes! But maybe it wasn't luck, but God - so that this story could be passed down through my family. My grandfather said that Jesus was a very special and powerful man, and so with him, nobody need ever be afraid.......


.....(sniffs in the air) well, sorry everyone, but I have to go. I smell something tasty and I'm starving! Bye!

3. A story from the Bible

Some of the older children can help by reading a verse each, while others act out the story of the boy who was delivered from demons by Jesus. Mark 9:17-29 
4. Discussion (if possible children younger than about 6 years old can leave to sing or color in another room)



The teacher tells what the Bible says about Satan (the devil), demons and evil spirits, then answers questions.


1) The devil is real  - Jesus met him in the desert and spoke scriptures to make him go away (Luke 4) 



2) The devil goes around like a roaring lion, seeking those he can devour. (1 Peter 5:8)

3) The devil is a liar - Jesus has known him since the Beginning (John 8:44)


4) There are many types of evil spirits that fight against us (Ephesians 6:12)



some attack our body - to make us sick



some attack our mind - to make us fearful or imagine things (like people are talking about us)



some attack our spirit - to make us sad or maybe angry with others


5) But Jesus overcame the devil, and with Jesus, WE can overcome him too! (1 John 3:8; 1 John 5:5) 

5. Memory verse

James 4:7 "Submit yourselves then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." Explain that as we obey God (and the Bible) and put our trust in Jesus to help us, the devil has to leave.

6. Game


Everyone sits in a circle (divide into groups of 15-20 children and form several circles if necessary). A ball or beanbag is passed from one child to the next around the circle. If possible, let music play until you suddenly stop it, or blow a whistle and call out "STOP!" Whoever then has the ball/beanbag, must name a bible character. Then continue to pass the ball. If someone names a character already mentioned, they must leave the circle. The final person left at the end, wins points for their team.
LESSON 4 - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS - HIS POWER OVER SICKNESS
1. Welcome

Ask who can quote the memory verse James 4:7 ("Submit yourselves then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.") and these children come to the front to do so and receive points for their teams accordingly.

2. A special visitor

There are many stories in the Bible of Jesus healing sick people - the blind, the deaf, the crippled who could not walk, and others who had horrible or strange diseases. But no matter the sickness, the Bible tells us that ALL who came to Jesus received healing. Jesus Christ has power over every sickness. Here we have a special visitor who wants to share his testimony which is recorded in the Bible.


(The visitor enters with a sheet over his head and body to represent the clothing of biblical times)

"Hello everyone. I've come here today to tell you about a miraculous healing that I received from the Lord Jesus. Praise the Lord! I'm so happy because that day changed my life forever!


I am from the town of Jericho and my name is Bartimaeus. For many, many years I was blind: I couldn't see anything - not my family, not the door of my house, not even whether it was day or night! Because of that I couldn't work or earn money to take care of my family. All I could do every day was be led outside to sit by the roadside where I would beg from passersby. I felt so hopeless and ashamed.


But many people passed by there as it was on the road into Jericho, and I often heard news from other parts of the country. For months I had been hearing about a special man traveling around the land. His name was Jesus of Nazareth, and crowds of people followed him to hear his teaching about God and see miracles of healing that he did. I didn't know if it was true or not, but one day I heard a lot of noise in the town.


Soon, I could hear a huge crowd of people coming down the road toward me. I was scared at first in case they would run over me and hurt me. I called out and asked what was going on - finally someone said that Jesus  was coming! I had no way of knowing which person was Jesus, but suddenly I knew that this was the ONLY chance I had! I COULDN'T miss this opportunity - I HAD to shout out and ask him to heal me!


So I started to shout and scream as loud as I could: "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Lots of people got upset at my shouting and told me to be quiet, but I HAD to reach Jesus, so I continued louder and louder. Do you know what happened? JESUS HEARD ME! He sent his friend to help me and lead me to him, then he asked me what I wanted. I answered; "Lord, I want to see you."


The he simply said: "Go, your faith has healed you." As I heard those words, suddenly my eyes were opened and I could see everything perfectly! It was a great miracle from God - Praise the Lord! I could see EVERYTHING and my eyes didn't hurt any more. Hallelujah! I followed Jesus after that for many days (though of course I ran home straight away to tell my family the good news and they wanted to follow Jesus too!). Since then my life has completely changed and now I go around telling people all about the miracle and the Lord Jesus. Isn't it wonderful? I wish I could stay but there are so many other people I need to tell. I have to go now. Thanks for letting me come and speak. Bye." (He leaves)
3. Bible skit

The teacher (or an older child) can read the story of the Ten Lepers in Luke 17:11-19 while several children act as lepers. First, explain about leprosy - today it is very rare but in Jesus' time there were many who suffered from leprosy, which was a horrible disease. It caused white patches on the skin and loss of feeling, so that in time the sick person would lose part of their hand, their nose or some other part of their body and become disfigured. Because it could be passed on to others, lepers had to live away from everyone else, often hidden in caves. It was a terrifying disease.


To prepare the children who are going to act, put patches of white cream on their faces and arms to represent the leprosy. One child can represent Jesus Christ. In verse 14 when the narrator reads that the lepers are leaving after Jesus speaks to them, the "lepers" turn their backs to the audience, quickly wipe off the cream, then return and joyfully show their "clean" faces and arms to everyone. One returns to the child who is "Jesus" and falls to his feet to give thanks. Finally explain that although all were healed, the one who thanked Jesus was also "made whole" and saved in his body and soul.
4. Discussion

(If possible the younger children can go to another area to color or play another game)

Two children can help by reading two more short stories of healing miracles, such as the woman who lost blood (Luke 8:43-48) and the centurion's servant (Matthew 8:5-13). 


Then discuss together about how the person who was healed in each story had faith, and how they received their healing. Explain that God uses different methods to heal us, but we still have to have faith in Him. You could share a personal testimony of healing in your own life or the life of someone you know. Help the children understand that it is more important to be led by faith than by what we see and feel. 
5. Game to memorize the scripture 


Psalm 103:3 - He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 

First, everyone repeats the verse together several times, then they sit down in a circle with a pile of cards in the middle. Each card has one word written on it from the verse. Pass around a ball or beanbag from one person to the next until a whistle is blown or someone with eyes closed says "stop". The one who has the ball chooses one card from the pile and tries to put it in its correct place in a line at one side, so that at the end all the cards are in the correct position to form the scripture.
LESSON 5 - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS - HIS POWER OVER DEATH
1. Welcome

Ask who can quote the last lesson's memory verse Psalm 103:3 ("He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases") and these children come to the front to do so and receive points for their teams accordingly.

2. Two bible stories (told by the teacher)

One day Jesus watched as a dead young man was being carried to his funeral. He learned that the man was his mother's only child and she was also a widow, so now she had no-one to provide for her. Jesus was sad and felt sorry for her, so he went up to her and told her to cry no more. He went up to the dead man and spoke to him, saying: "Get up, I tell you!"  

The dead man came back to life and started to speak and was handed over to his mother who was filled with joy. On seeing this, everyone there was amazed and began to praise God, saying that a great prophet had appeared to help his people, and word spread all over the land about what Jesus had done.

Another time also Jesus restored a dead person to life. He was surrounded by a crowd of people when Jairus, a chief of the synagogue, came to ask him to heal his little daughter because she was very sick. But Jesus was busy healing many others and soon after, a messenger arrived to tell Jairus not to bother Jesus after all because his daughter had died. 


Jesus overheard and told Jairus not to be afraid, but only believe in Him and she would be saved. Jesus went with Jairus to his house and went into the room where the girl lay. She was only 12 years old and so everyone was sobbing and crying. Jesus told them not to cry because she was only sleeping, but they laughed at him, so he sent them all outside. Then he took the girl by the hand, said to her: "Child, get up!" and immediately she came back to life! He told her parents to give her some food to eat and everyone rejoiced because she was alive again!
3. Game to memorize the bible verse 

The verse is John 11:25 - "I am  the resurrection  and the  life. He who  believes  in me  will live, even  though  he dies."

This game needs some preparation but can be used over and over again with different memory verses.  Divide the verse into 12 parts as underlined and write each part on a separate piece of card or paper. Clip each card in order onto a cord or larger cardboard (or tape each card to the cardboard). Prepare 12 pieces of colored paper large enough to cover each card, then draw a different picture on each one (such as star, flower, tree etc) and pin or tape a picture over each card with words. Then cut out 24 "fish" from a large piece of colored card; draw pictures on them so that there are two fish with each matching picture (2 stars, 2 flowers...). 


The children sit in a circle on the floor with the "fish" mixed up face down in the middle. Taking turns each child chooses two "fish" and turns them over to reveal the pictures to everyone. If the two pictures are not the same, return the cards face down before the next child has his turn. If a child chooses two pictures that are the same, he/she can remove the matching picture to reveal part of the memory verse. As more of the verse is revealed, if a child can quote it correctly before it is fully revealed, points can be given to his team. Everyone should repeat the verse several times after it has been revealed.
4. Drama skit of Lazarus (with the help of 4 children to play Mary, Martha, Jesus and Lazarus - who is wrapped up in a sheet. More children can act as disciples as they all act the drama according to the narration.)

"Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha, and they all lived together in Bethany, not far from Jerusalem, and were close friends of Jesus. One day Lazarus became ill and his sisters sent word to let Jesus know. But Jesus was healing many other people and couldn't leave immediately. After a few days Jesus told his disciples that Lazarus was sleeping and he was going to wake him up. His disciples knew Jesus would be in danger returning near Jerusalem, and so told Jesus not to go as Lazarus would get better. Jesus replied that Lazarus was dead but he was glad he had not been there so that they could all believe. When they finally arrived in Bethany they learned that Lazarus had died four days earlier and was already buried in a tomb.

Martha went out and met Jesus as he came into the town, and told him that if he had been there Lazarus would not have died, yet she still believed he could do something. Jesus answered that Lazarus would rise again and said: "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies." Martha answered that she did believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah. Then she returned home so that Mary could go to meet Jesus. When she came up to him, Mary said the same thing to him as her sister, and it made Jesus feel very sad. He asked her where they had buried Lazarus and she led him to the tomb. Many people could not understand why Jesus had let his good friend Lazarus die.

Arriving at the tomb, Jesus cried, then asked for the stone sealing the entrance to be rolled away. The people didn't want to do it because after four days there would be a bad smell, but Jesus insisted. He told them again that if they believed, they would see the glory of God. When the stone had been removed, Jesus prayed: "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew you always do, but I said it so that everyone here would believe that you sent me." Then he cried out in a loud voice: "Lazarus, come out!" 


Then to everyone's amazement, Lazarus came out of the tomb, still wrapped up in his grave clothes! They unbound him so he could be with his family and friends again since he had been raised from the dead."

5. Discussion

Talk about how Lazarus' sisters, the disciples, and the other people there must have felt as the story unfolded. 


What do you think Lazarus' body was like after being dead for 4 days? (Compare when a dog is run over and left beside the road for several days....)


How did God heal Lazarus' body when it was in such a terrible state? (We don't know, but he is God Almighty who can do anything! It does NOT depend on whether we ever understand or not!)


Can God do the same thing today? (Yes, he has the same power as always - if you know of any similar testimonies, share them)

6. Pictures

The children can draw pictures of the story or all help draw a huge picture together (you can tape pieces of paper together to make a mural).
LESSON 6 - THE MIRACLES OF JESUS - HIS POWER OVER SIN
1. Welcome

Ask who can quote the last lesson's memory verse John 11:25 ("I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.") and these children come to the front to do so and receive points for their teams accordingly.

2. The story of the death of Jesus Christ (using object lessons)

a) a kiss - Jesus warned his disciples about his death on several occasions, and he even told them at the Last Supper that one of them was going to betray him. None of them could believe it, but that same night Judas led the soldiers to arrest Jesus. Judas identified which of them all was Jesus by giving him a kiss on the cheek, and the soldiers immediately arrested Jesus. 

b) a bowl of water - The Jewish priests and all the Jewish people accused Jesus of blasphemy and lying because he declared he was the Son of God and the Christ - and for that they wanted to kill him. King Herod and Pilate (the Roman leaders there) decided to have Jesus killed because the people wanted it and they did not want a riot. Pilate felt Jesus was innocent and so he washed his hands in a bowl of water to signify that he did not have Jesus' blood on his hands (and that he himself was not guilty of killing Jesus).

c) a whip - To punish Jesus, he was given 39 lashes from a whip that is believed to have had 9 parts, each with sharp stones or pieces of metal attached to rip the skin. After beating him, they made fun of him, and then they made him carry a huge piece of wood for the cross to the place where he was crucified. This was a dump ground outside the city where all the trash was thrown and where the worst criminals were left to die on crosses for everyone to see. Jesus was crucified between two thieves.


d) a sign saying "The King of the Jews" - The Romans hung a sign saying "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews" written in three languages for everyone to see. Many made fun of Jesus, saying that if he was really the Son of God he would save himself. We could say the same thing, but in fact Jesus DID have the power to save himself or order the angels to help him - but that was not God's plan. God wanted Jesus to give up his life as a sacrifice for us to be saved.


e) everyone (including the children) stand up with their arms held out as if on a cross (continue like this as the following story is being read until the point is reached where Jesus is taken down from the cross) - "When Jesus was on the cross, there was three hours of terrible darkness that frightened everyone. For the first time ever, God the Father turned his back on Jesus because he took upon himself all of the sins of everyone who ever lived - all my sins; all your sins; all the sins of everyone who ever killed; all those who have lied or stolen; all the sins of the Romans and of the Jews - and of everyone all over the world! God (who is also light) could not look at Jesus with all those sins, and so turned away from him and left him alone, and so it was dark. It was the most terrible thing for Jesus, but he did it for US! He was the sacrifice so that we would not have to be abandoned by God. Also the veil in the most holy place in the temple was torn from top to bottom - signifying that now mankind could again enter into the presence of God personally and no more only through a priest. Finally Jesus gave up his life and died, and was taken down from the cross. (At times during the reading, remind everyone to keep holding up their arms, pointing to some individuals who  stop. Finally tell everyone they can put down their hands - but point out just how terribly uncomfortable and painful it would have been for Jesus to have his arms held up for over 3 hours and with nails through his hands and feet as well!)    


f) large stone - They buried Jesus in a tomb like a cave, and placed a huge rock across the entrance to seal it. The Jewish leaders remembered that Jesus had said he would be raised from the dead after 3 days so they persuaded the Romans to put guards outside the tomb. But in spite of everything, on the third day, Jesus WAS resurrected, showing that he had conquered death, Satan, Hell and sin. He met and spoke to his disciples and friends many times in the next 40 days before he was taken up into Heaven. He told all his followers to go all over the world to tell people about Jesus Christ and share the Good News.
3. Memory verse

John 3:16  "For God so loved the world     that he gave his one and only Son,     that whoever believes in him      shall not perish but have eternal life."

Write each of the four parts on a separate large sheet of colored paper or card, for example:



green - For God so loved the world

red - that he gave his one and only Son


blue - that whoever believes in him

yellow - shall not perish but have eternal life 

Divide the children into four groups, and give one card to each group. The children recite the entire verse, with each group saying its part in the correct order. Do this several times and then change around the cards and repeat so that each group recites a different part. Do this until each group had recited each part. Then take away the cards and let everyone recite the whole verse together. 
4. Special object lesson

Choose a child who has not been behaving very well during the lesson (particularly one who tends to cause trouble and be cocky), and call him/her to the front. Explain that this teaching is very important for everyone and since he wasn't paying attention properly he needs to be punished. Get a paper plate covered in shaving cream, whipped cream or something similar. Then choose another child who has been very well-behaved and attentive. Tell the second child that he/she can throw the "cream pie" into the face of the disobedient child. Put a towel around the first child to protect his clothing while you explain that every one of us deserves punishment from God because of our sins. Then ask the disobedient child if he is ready (do this several times to build up the anticipation!). Ask him if he repents and will learn from this situation and be better in the future. The obedient child prepares to throw the cream pie in his face as you count to three, but at the last minute YOU step in front of the child and so receive it in your own face!

It will be a huge surprise for everyone and cause much laughter. After everything has quieted down, explain that this helps us understand what Jesus did for each of us - he took the punishment we really deserve. He never sinned; he wasn't to blame; he was completely innocent and it really wasn't fair - but because he loves us SOOOOO much he was willing to suffer and die in our place. When we each recognize what he did for us we can never be the same - what are we going to do about it?

5. Discussion 


Talk with the children about salvation - if necessary divide them into smaller groups, each with a helper. Discuss the need to repent and accept Jesus so we can be forgiven. Talk about how to turn our lives around from doing what WE want, to what Jesus wants. Encourage questions. Give them an opportunity to pray and receive Christ as their Savior and Lord.

6. Pictures

If some children (especially younger ones) become disinterested or bored, take them to one side to play a game or draw.
LESSON 7 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE SOWER
1. Introduction

Explain that a parable is a story that helps us remember and understand the things of God. Jesus told many parables to the people and then explained them in more detail to his disciples, so we are going to study some of them. They are all simple and talk about everyday situations so they are very good for children too! 

2. From the Bible

If liked, you can use the help of several children who are good readers. Read Mark 4:3-9 and then verses 14-20, using a newer bible version if possible.

3. Drama skit (with the help of the children)


Use several simple props to help illustrate the story, such as:


verses 3-9 -

4 mangos or other fruit to represent seeds






1 towel for the wings of the "bird"






1 large picture of the sun






other mangos and fruit



verses 14-20 -

bible and tracts






pieces of paper to represent money






radio, computer game, jewelry or other worldly things






more tracts


All the children who want to act in the scene can, as it is very simple. They act their parts as the parable is read from the Bible. 

1st part needs:





a sower
who sows (places) the mangos one by one on the ground



a bird

who holds the towel as a cape to "fly" and picks up one of the mangos




a plant

supported by another child, the "plant" grows up from a mango until the 





sun (raised by another child) shines down and the plant shrivels and dies 




another plant
similarly grows up from a mango and stands up until 2 other "plants" as 





weeds, grow up on either side and then "choke" it with their hands




good plant
similarly grows up from a mango, stands tall and produces more mangos


2nd part needs:




a preacher
preaches from the bible to everyone then gives out tracts to 4 children



1st child
begins to read his tract but 2 friends come by, so he drops the tract to 





follow them




2nd child
reads his tract and praises God but 2 friends make fun of him and so he 





walks off embarrassed




3rd child
reads his tract and also some of the bible, prays and praises God, but 





gradually gets distracted by a friend with a radio/computer game, and 





then by another one with money to spend, and finally leaves his bible to 





follow them 




4th child
reads his tract and also some of the bible, prays and praises God, then 





he goes to tell his friends about Jesus and gives them tracts too. They all 





talk happily together and go off praising God.
4. Discussion

Talk about the meaning today of this parable. What things should we avoid? What things should we do to be like the good soil that produces a good fruitful plant? What are the good fruits of a Christian life?

5. Memory verse

Mark 4:20 - "Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop —some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown." 

You can illustrate it with pictures to help the children memorize it, for example:
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If this is written and drawn on a blackboard, or on a large piece of cardboard, the children can read it several times. Then, one by one randomly, the words and pictures can be covered up or removed until the children can recite the whole verse with no clues at all.

6. Game 


Divide the children into teams which line up behind each team leader standing at the starting line of a course. Each team is asked a simple bible question (such as from previous lessons) and if answered correctly, the whole team in line takes a giant step forward. If the answer is incorrect, the whole team must take a step backwards. At the end of the quiz, the winning team is the most far advanced and can receive points. 

LESSON 8 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE PRODIGAL SON
1. From the Bible

Tell the children to all listen carefully, and pray that everyone understands. Then read Luke 15:11-32.
2. Quiz game

Divide the children into teams of mixed ages, and let the youngest child in each team be the "captain". Before each team is asked a question about the parable, the captain must choose a number from 1-3. If the team answers the question correctly (after 10 seconds of discussion) then it receives that number of points, but if the answer is incorrect, the team LOSES that number of points. Record the score on a blackboard or large poster. Here are some suggestions for questions:

1. How many sons did the rich man have?



(2)

2. Which son asked for his inheritance?



(the younger)


3. What did he do with his money?




(went off and wasted it)


4. What happened in the land after he had spent it all?

(there was a famine)


5. What work did the young man get?



(taking care of pigs)


6. Was the young man happy?




(no)


7. What was his problem?





(he had nothing to eat)


8. What did he finally realize?





(his father's servants lived better)


9. Did he repent?






(yes)


10. Then what did the young man do?



(he went back to his father)


11. What did the young man say to his father?

      (he had sinned against him and heaven)


12. What did the father do?





(hugged his son and made a feast)
3. Drama skit 

The children can help act out the skit as a narrator reads the following story (which has been set in the present day, and can be changed to represent the local country and culture). If possible give each child a simple prop to help identify each part.


chief

-
hat and paper money


elder son
-
broom and work tools


younger son
-
receives paper money then buys worldly goods (e.g. cell phone, jacket...)


2 or 3 boys
-
sell clothing, jewelry, worldly goods


2 or 3 girls 
-
with lipstick, fancy clothes


2 or 3 little children  -  to act as pigs  
The story (for example, set in Togo):

There was a chief who lived in a village where he owned a lot of land and goats. Now he had two sons and one day the younger son (we’ll call him Patrick) came to him and asked his father to give him his share of the inheritance. The chief told his son that it was the custom to wait until the father died before each son received his share; but the young man replied that since the chief was strong and healthy he might live for many more years! Patrick wanted get out of the village and be able to enjoy his wealth while he was still young! The chief could see that his son was determined and so he finally agreed. He divided up the land and the goats, and gave Patrick his share – and Patrick immediately sold it all, took his money, and set out for the main road to the capital city, Lomé.


He soon found a man who agreed to take him on his motorcycle into the city, where he was amazed by all the tall buildings, cars and crowds of people. His new friend took him through the market, where he found all kinds of wonderful things to buy – new clothes, a cell phone, a big wristwatch, and even his OWN shiny motorcycle! He enjoyed eating all kinds of new foods and discovered a new drink called gin that made him feel warm and happy! Soon, he had lots of new friends who went everywhere with him and took him to all kinds of places where he could have fun all night long; and he began drinking and smoking and wasting his money.

But after a few weeks, Patrick woke up one morning in his hotel room and suddenly realized that his money was all gone! In fact he didn’t have enough even to pay his hotel bill and so he was told to leave immediately. He went to find his friends to get some breakfast but when they heard he was out of money they went off and left him hungry! He walked around all day wondering what to do, getting hungrier and hungrier as he smelled the big pots of stew at the roadside restaurants. Finally he decided to sell his motorcycle; but even that money didn’t last very long, and soon poor Patrick had to sleep on the beach and sell his cell phone and even some of his new clothes so he could get something to eat! 

He tried to find a job to earn some money but since he was from outside the city, he didn’t know anyone and so no-one would give him a job. Life was hard for EVERYONE in the city and Patrick only knew about taking care of goats, so he didn’t know what to do! He walked all around Lomé trying to find work or something to eat but without success – and then the rainy season arrived and soon his clothes were filthy with black mud, his shoes worn out and wet through, and his body aching and exhausted! He was desperate, and so when he arrived at a small pig farm on the edge of the city, he begged the farmer to let him help take care of the pigs. The farmer finally agreed to let him feed the pigs with the piles of rotting vegetables the farmer collected each day. Poor Patrick had to sleep with the pigs to stop people from stealing them (because there were many desperate and hungry people there at that time!) and he even had to eat the pigs’ food – if he could find something that wasn’t too rotten! Poor Patrick!

Finally one day, as he was trying to wrestle a half-rotten yam from a big pig, he fell over in the mud and suddenly realized what he was doing!! …….“What an idiot I am!” he said. “Here I am starving to death and fighting PIGS for food, while there are lots of villagers working for my father who have plenty to eat every day! I’ll get up and go home and tell Father that I was wrong, and I’m so sorry that I wasted his money. I’m not worthy to be called his son any more but will ask him to hire me to be one of his workers.”

It took several days for Patrick to walk home as he was so weak, but finally he slowly staggered up the muddy trail to the village. The chief had been looking out for his son, and recognized him even though he was so dirty and bent down. He ran out to meet the exhausted young man on the path and joyfully hugged him, welcoming him home. But Patrick had learned his lesson and said to his father: “I’ve sinned against God and against you, Father. I was wrong and I’m so sorry – I’m not even worthy to be your son any more.”

But the chief called to one of his workers and told him to quickly bring some clean shoes and clothes – some good ones suitable for a special occasion. He gave Patrick one of his own rings and told the workers to prepare a big feast to celebrate. Now Patrick’s older brother was working in the fields, and as he headed for home at sunset, he heard all the noise and saw everyone celebrating. He asked one of the workers what was going on and was told that Patrick had returned home. This made him very angry and he refused to go in to the celebration, so the chief came out to him. “Father, I’ve worked hard for you all these years and you’ve never given ME a special celebration! I’ve always obeyed you and never caused any trouble, but now Patrick comes home after wasting your money, and you give him a big party! It’s not right!” 

The father took him by the arm and hugged him, and said: “Son, you are always with me and everything I have is yours; but your brother was gone and it was as if he was dead; but now he’s come home and has learned his lesson, so we SHOULD rejoice and celebrate! He was lost but now he is found!”

4. Discussion

Talk together about this parable and what it means. Suggestions to consider:




selfishness and ungratefulness




sin and its consequences




repentance and how we are changed by it




the love of the father  - and also of God (who receives everyone)




the attitude of the elder brother (having a religious spirit and not wanting to forgive)
5. Memory verse

Matthew 5:14 - "For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you."
The children repeat it several times and can play a game to help memorize it, such as passing a beanbag around in a circle and taking turns to say the next word in the scripture.
LESSON 9 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE GOOD SAMARITAN
1. Memory verse

First read Luke 10:25-28. Jesus said that this in verse 27 (which was first written in the Old Testament) is very important. We are going to learn it by heart.

“Love the Lord your God 

 with all your heart 

 and with all your soul 

 and with all your strength 

 and with all your mind; 

 and love your neighbor as yourself."

You can use pictures to help remember it and repeat it several times, gradually removing the words:
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2. Teaching

Read Luke 10:29-37. Explain that the priest and the Levite were people who should have helped the wounded man, but they did not. Explain that the Samaritans were people whom the Jews did not like - they never spoke to them and never helped them. They even had laws saying they should not have anything to do with them. Discuss this.


Ask if the children know of any groups of people that are shunned and not liked by others? Talk about prejudice and discrimination. Ask what they think Jesus would think about such behavior.

3. Drama skit 

The children can help act out this story which is similar to the parable but again written for the present day and local situation. (Try to use examples of ethnic differences that the children might understand). If possible give each child a simple prop to help identify each part.


Abu Ali

-
with Arab cloak and head covering

2 or 3 thieves  -
with sticks, and bandanas over their faces


missionary
-
with bible


police officer
-
with police hat


David

-
Christian teenager with bicycle, water bottle, bandana, flashlight


doctor

-
with large white shirt

The story:

"Abu Ali was a businessman who had moved into the town of _______  in (Kenya) with his family. Because they had come from Saudi Arabia, they wore the Arab clothing they were accustomed to wearing back home, even though it made them stand out from the other people who lived in the town. One evening after work, Abu Ali had to walk home as his car was having its engine repaired. It started to rain and so darkness came early that day. Suddenly, as Abu Ali turned a corner, he was attacked from behind by several people. He was knocked to the ground, kicked and punched, and beaten severely with heavy sticks. The thieves quickly took his briefcase, his watch and his billfold, and then disappeared into the night.

After some time, Abu Ali became conscious and started to moan. He had a splitting headache and could not see because his eyes were swollen shut. He hurt all over and was so weak he could only lie there beside the road. Time passed and a car came along. The driver was a missionary on his way to preach at a church service. He was running late, and as he peered through the rain, the headlights lit up something white at the edge of the road. He slowed down to take a better look and pulled up alongside it. It looked like a pile of muddy white sheets....but wait, did that look like blood? He nervously looked around but saw no-one. He really didn't have time for this - it was probably just a pile of rags someone had thrown out...maybe there was a dead dog wrapped up in them! If someone thought HE had run over it, they would want him to pay a lot of money - Africans always think Westerners are rich! He'd better not get involved! He jumped back into his car and drove off to the church.


Another hour or so passed, and Abu Ali kept going in and out of consciousness. Eventually another vehicle came down the road - it was a police car and the officer was on his way home. The rain had ended and he quickly saw the pile of white, muddy clothing, so stopped to check it out. He heard some moaning, saw the blood, and slowly pulled back the clothing to reveal the bruised, swollen face of Abu Ali, who was mumbling in Arabic. Now the police officer was a churchgoer and had heard how some Muslims attack and kill Christians. He was not pleased that several Arab businessmen had recently moved into town - obviously he was not the only one who didn't want them there! He hesitated as he wondered what to do. The injured man looked pretty bad....this was a lonely stretch of road with few people passing by, especially at night..... what if he hadn't seen him and stopped? He could have easily missed him. The man would probably be dead by morning - and that would send a clear message to any other foreigners who might want to come to the town! He made up his mind and got back into the car and drove off.

Poor Abu Ali! It seemed he WOULD die! Another 30 minutes passed before Abu Ali realized someone was talking to him. He couldn't see who it was, but it sounded like a teenager. David was a schoolboy who was headed home on his bicycle after visiting a friend who needed help with his homework. He had heard the moans and came to investigate. As he aimed his flashlight at Abu Ali, he saw the man's battered, bloody face and realized how injured he must be. He didn't know what to do, so decided to pray. He remembered his grandma always said, "clean up the blood and then you can see how badly hurt you REALLY are!"


He poured some water onto his bandanna and gently began to clean up the man's face. The dried blood came off but the man's eyes were still swollen shut. David asked the man where he hurt and if he thought he could get up. Abu Ali was just thankful that someone had finally stopped to help him. David prayed for Jesus to heal the man and to give David himself, strength to get the man onto his feet. With David's help, and using the bicycle as a prop, Abu Ali was finally able to stagger slowly down the street, even though he still couldn't see anything. 


David was still praying to know what to do, and suddenly remembered that a lady doctor who worked at the clinic in town, lived a few streets away. He led Abu Ali very slowly, step by step, down the street to her house and knocked on the door. He explained what had happened and she took in Abu Ali, promising to get him to the clinic for treatment right away. The next day in the clinic, Abu Ali was finally able to open his eyes as the swelling started to go down. His wife and children had come to visit him, and as he was telling them who had helped him, David walked in to see how he was doing. David had never met an Arab family before but they soon all became good friends - and Abu Ali thanked David for saving his life and not abandoning him."
4. Name search game

Before the children arrive for the teaching, hide around the room or outdoor area 12 cards, each with the name of one of Jesus' disciples: Simon Peter; Andrew; James; John; Philip; Bartholomew; Matthew (also known as Levi); Thomas; James, son of Alphaeus; Simon the Zealot; Thaddaeus (also known as Judas); Judas Iscariot.
 For the game, divide the children into teams of 2 or 3, and give the oldest child in each team a pencil and paper. Each team must search the room or area for the hidden cards and write down the disciples' names they can find. First teams back with correct names of all the disciples wins points or small prize.

5. Review memory verse   

Ask who can repeat the memory verse (Luke 10:27). Then everyone repeats it again several times.

LESSON 10 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD
1. From the Bible

Read the parable in Matthew 20:1-16
2. Teaching

Explain that at first it doesn't seem fair that one person could work just 1 or 2 hours and still get the same pay as someone who had worked all day long! But this lesson is very important - the world is not fair!


Who can tell me of a situation in your life when something happened that wasn't fair?


(Allow the children to share their personal experiences for a while)


We all have stories like this to tell. So why did Jesus tell this parable?

I think there are two main reasons:



1) God is God and can bless whomever he chooses. Only HE knows everything. Sometimes he blesses us in order to lead us closer to Him; sometimes, even though we don't deserve a blessing, He simply blesses us because He loves us; sometimes His blessing comes as a result of our faith or our obedience to Him. Therefore we cannot judge WHY God chooses to bless other people. 



2) It's very important that we realize that jealousy is a sin. If we hold on to resentment in our hearts, we can become bitter and it just gets worse and worse and ends up hurting US! This becomes a barrier between us and God.


Discuss this with the children.

3. Drama skit

As before, the children can help act out the drama as you read the story. Give simple props to help identify each character:


a rich man

-
hat, cigar and lots of paper money


work manager

-
pen and notepad, baseball cap 



child to move the sun
-
circular yellow paper sun, which rises and sets to show the time of day


10-12 workers

-
bandannas, baseball caps, work gloves or tools
The story:


When Jesus told parables to the people, he did it to explain to them about the Kingdom of God, because God's ways are different to those of man. We've changed this parable a little to be as if it happened today in Africa.

"There was a village in Africa where the people were very poor, and the times were especially hard. There had been no rain for a long time, crops had dried up and there was no work to be had. The people were weary and without hope. Then one day, a rich foreign businessman arrived in the village. He had studied the area and decided it would be the perfect place to start a mining project. He needed lots of workers to help prepare the land, so early in the morning, the rich man went with his work manager to the market place in the village to find men willing to work. (The sun is shown in rising position)

He offered $10 a day for anyone who worked for him. The village men there were so thankful for a chance to work and make money, and everyone there accepted the employment and soon set off to work with the manager. (They go off to one side and act as though they are digging and moving rocks). 

After the rich man had eaten breakfast, he again went out to the market place. Several more men had heard about the opportunity and were waiting to also get a job. The rich man told them he paid $10 a day, and they quickly accepted, and followed him to the work site. (The sun is shown in a higher position, and workers continue to dig and sweat) 


At noon, the rich man returned to the market place and found more men, whom he quickly employed and took off to the job site. (The sun is shown in the noon position and all workers continue to dig and sweat, getting tired)

Finally, with only about an hour of daylight left, the rich man passed through the market place again and came upon 2 or 3 more men who were waiting there. "What are you doing here standing around doing nothing?" he asked.


They replied: "We've been searching all day for work but haven't found anyone who will hire us."

The rich man said: "I'll hire you - come with me and you can work on my mining site." He took them off to  the site and they began to work with enthusiasm. (The sun is shown close to setting and workers continue to dig and sweat, though most very tired)

Finally as night fell, the rich man told the manager to pay the workers, starting with the ones who had worked least hours. The manager called over all the workers, and starting with the newest ones, he began to pay them each $10. Seeing this, the ones who had been working hard all day expected to receive MORE than $10 - but when they just received the same, they began to grumble and complain against the rich man. Finally several of them went up to the rich man and told him how it wasn't fair that they had sweated and worked hard all day, but got the same pay as those who had only worked an hour or two.


The rich man answered them: "Friends, I kept my word to you - didn't you agree to work all day for $10? Take your pay and go. If I choose to pay those who worked less the same money that's my business. Are you jealous because I am generous to others?"
4. Game 



Prepare a large piece of cardboard or fabric, divided into 12 equal squares, each numbered from 1-12. The children line up and take turns to throw a beanbag onto the squares, trying not to let it touch any lines. If a child can make the beanbag fall inside a square, then the corresponding letter is written on a blackboard (or poster). The children must try to guess what the phrase is before it is completely written.


1  2       3  4  5      6  7  8  9  10  11  12



b  e       n  o  t       j   e  a   l    o   u    s
5. Bible questions  (give points to teams that can guess the answers correctly)

1) Which young man forgave his brothers for being jealous of him?   (Joseph)


2) Which king was jealous of a baby that was prophesied to be the King of Israel?   (Herod)


3) Which king in the Old Testament was jealous of a young man because he had killed more men than the king and was more popular with the people?   (Saul)

4) Which parable tells of a man who was jealous of his brother, who had wasted all his inheritance and then was welcomed when he returned home?   (Parable of the Prodigal Son)


5) Which angel was jealous because God always receives all the praise and glory?   (Lucifer or Satan)
LESSON 11 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE TWO BUILDERS
1. Puzzle (to memorize the scripture verse)

Write on the blackboard (or a poster) the following message with blanks:

D_n’t   j_st   l_st_n   t_   th_   w_rd.   Y_ _   f_ _l   y_ _rs_lv_s   _f   y_ _   d_   th_t.   Y_ _   m_st   d_   wh_t   _t   s_ys.
The children, one by one, throw a dice and if they get a number from 1-5, write one of the corresponding vowels in its next place in the puzzle. See if anyone can guess the whole verse before it is finished. Then everyone repeats the verse several times at the end.

the number  
1  represents
"a"




2    
"
"e"




3
"
"i"




4
"
"o"




5
"
"u"

The verse is: "Don’t just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what it says." James 1:22 (NIRV)
2. The parable

A child can read Matthew 7:24-27
3. Object lesson

Using small pieces of wood or stones, build two simple model houses, one on a pile of sand and the other on rock or cement. While you read through the parable again, slowly pour out a bucket of water over the sand and the rock (but not over the houses). The sand should be washed away and so cause the little house to fall down. (Practice this beforehand so you have a good result!)

4. Discussion

Talk with the children about the spiritual understanding of the parable.


What things in our lives are like a flood or a storm?


How can our relationship with Jesus Christ and the Bible help us at such times?

Pray that everyone can not just hear the words of Jesus but also DO them.

5. Drama skit (with the help of two teenagers in simple costumes who can mime well and have prepared the skit which is acted out to the narration of the story)

Willy B. Wise
-
work gloves, bandanna, baseball cap


Frank Fool
-
sunglasses, fancy shirt, long-haired wig, bottle of Coca Cola

"One day Jesus told a parable about two men - we'll call them WILLY B. WISE (enters and bows) and FRANK FOOL (enters and bows with great showmanship)

Each one wanted to build a house, and so they each found their own piece of land and began to work.

WILLY B. WISE paced out the site and then began to dig into the ground, piling the dirt up alongside, digging deeper and deeper until he finally found solid rock. He continued to work hard, digging out the foundation for the house, even though his back hurt. Once it was done, he began to place the bricks and mortar to build the walls. He did it carefully, often stopping to make sure the walls were straight.

Meanwhile, his neighbor, FRANK FOOL, stood watching and started to copy what Willy did. Frank started to dig, but threw the dirt on the side where his Coca Cola was, got annoyed and so threw away the dirty drink. He dug some more but soon hit his foot with the shovel and hopped around holding his sore foot! Finally he decided to just fill in the hole and level out the soil again. Looking over at Willy, he watched how to build the bricks into a wall. He quickly began putting mortar on each brick and then building them into a wall. Clearly this was a lot easier to do and so he moved ahead quickly. He looked over at Willie and made fun of how slowly he was working - showing off his own higher, though more crooked, wall.


WILLY B. WISE was also tired and sweating in the hot sun, but he refused to stop, and paid no attention to the taunts of his neighbor. He worked on steadily, carefully smoothing the mortar on each brick and stopping to check his walls were straight and correctly aligned.


FRANK FOOL was just slapping the mortar onto the bricks to get the walls finished, and when they reached the height of his head, he decided that would be good enough. He was hot and sweaty and wiped his face on his shirt. He began to put on the roof, hammering in a few nails to hold it in place. How he wanted to get his house finished!


WILLY B. WISE finally finished his walls, and also started on the roof. He took great trouble to measure it all and make it square and hammered many nails in to make it strong. He was very tired and really wanted to rest but was determined to keep going.


Finally FRANK FOOL finished his house! He stood back and admired it, then pointed it out to show Willy he was finished. Again he laughed and made fun of his neighbor taking so much time and effort. Frank pulled up a chair, leaned back and took a nap. 


At last WILLY B. WISE completed the roof. He checked over the house and was satisfied. It really looked beautiful and well worth the trouble - especially compared to the shack his neighbor had built next door! He was exhausted and really wanted to rest, but he was about to sit down when he felt a drop of rain. He went around picking up his tools and then put them inside the house, where he finally sat down to rest.

FRANK FOOL was still sleeping when it started to rain hard. He woke up with a start and ran inside his house leaving his tools outside. He couldn't shut the door well because it didn't quite fit, but he sat down inside as the lightning flashed and the rain turned into a storm. The wind began to blow wildly and shook the two houses. 

WILLY B. WISE was resting safely inside his house and watched the storm through his windows. But FRANK FOOL suddenly noticed that rain was blowing in through the ill-fitting door, and....was that wall moving a bit in the wind? 


As the rain poured down in torrents, the water outside began to rise. It rose higher and higher and washed away much of the earth around the two houses, but WILLY B. WISE was safe inside his comfortable home that had been built on the rock foundation. He was finally sleeping soundly after all his hard work and wasn't bothered by the storm.

But the floodwaters swirled against the weak walls of FRANK FOOL'S little shack. Soon they had pushed in the door and the flood swept inside. Frank watched in horror as the walls began to shake and crumble. His house was going to collapse because he had not spent the time and work to build it on a solid rock foundation! He pushed his way through the water to get outside but suddenly the house collapsed and he was swept away by the flood! 


Jesus said that everyone who  hears his words and puts them into practice is like WILLY B. WISE, who built his house on the solid rock. But all those who hear his words but do not put them into practice are like Frank Fool. Which would you like to be? Build your life on Jesus Christ - when you hear God's Word, start to apply it to your everyday life. Then, when troubles arise and the storms of life come, you will remain firm and will not fall."
6. Simple craft

Using stones that are smooth and clean, the children can paint simple pictures such as a house on a cross or rock, or the words "Build your house on Jesus" or "Jesus is the Rock". Allow the paint to dry and then the children can take them home. 
LESSON 12 - THE PARABLES OF JESUS - THE SHEEP AND GOATS
1. Teaching

Ask questions as follows to make sure the children understand and are reminded (the answers are just suggestions for simple responses):

1) Where was Jesus at the beginning of the world?   (in Heaven with God)


2) Why did Jesus come to earth as a man?   (to teach us about God and to give his life on the Cross to save us) 


3) After he died, where did Jesus go?   (to Hell to overcome Satan)


4) After his resurrection, where did Jesus go?   (to show himself to his disciples for a while)


5) Where did Jesus go after he left this world?   (to Heaven to live with God)


6) What is Jesus going to do in the future?   (come back for us, the Christians, to take us to live with him in Heaven forever)


7) What will happen to those who are not Christians?   (they will go to Hell forever)


Explain further - that the Bible tells us there will be a Day of Judgment, when Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, will judge everybody - every single person: the good ones, the bad ones, the adults and the children, the rich and the poor....Every thing we have done, every word we have spoken will be judged. If we sinned in the past but then repented and asked God to forgive us, He wiped out the record; but if we did not repent, He will judge us for it and we will be punished. Jesus tells us more in the following parable.

2. From the Bible   

Read the parable in Matthew 25:31-46.
3. Drama skit



2 actors as sheep 
-  
masks made of white card, decorated to look like sheep’s face, with 





cotton balls, eye slits and elastic behind head, tracts

2 actors as goats
-
mask made similarly but decorated like goat’s face, playing cards

1 actor as King Jesus -
with robe, crown and scepter


6 other actors (#1-#6) -
various simple props as stated

Narrator 

-
with modern version Bible

1st Scene (All is acted in silence) The “sheep” are seated inside their “house” at one side of the stage area (to the audience’s left) and are miming friendly conversation. The “goats” are seated inside their “house” at the opposite side of the stage area, miming playing cards and laughing.

Actor #1 enters on the right side of the audience and passes to front, rubbing his stomach to represent hunger; “knocks” on door of goats’ house. One gets up fussing, opens door; #1 begs food, goat says no, shuts door, fussing. #1 goes on to sheep’s house, “knocks” on door, begs food; sheep nods and goes to find bowl of food, gives it and #1 nods thanks, eats and leaves.

Actor #2 arrives similarly, clutching throat to represent thirst; the action is repeated at both houses, the goats give nothing and complain; sheep give glass of water in kindly way. #2 leaves.

Actor #3 arrives similarly, looking around anxiously in fear; “knocks” on door of goats’ house, motioning that he’s lost. Goat impatiently motions for him to go and shuts door. At sheep’s house, he’s welcomed and shown direction where to go, then leaves.

Actor #4 arrives similarly, shaking and squeezing together arms to represent cold; “knocks” on door of goats’ house, and goat angrily motions him to go; at sheep’s house, he is welcomed and given warm coat, before he leaves.
Actor #5 arrives slowly, weak, sick, occasionally stumbling and falling; goats angrily answer his knock and motion him to go, slamming door. He stumbles on to sheep’s house, where he is welcomed in, made to sit down and be cared for.

Actor #6 enters, holding up cardboard bars representing prison. Stands to one side of stage area. Goats decide to go out, leave house, close door, walk past #6, who begs help, but they laugh and make fun of him and leave. Sheep and visitor leave house, shut door, walk past #6, then stop and speak to him, give him a tract, pray for him then leave waving goodbye.

2nd Scene
Judgment Day. While Narrator reads Matthew 25:31-46, “Jesus” is seated on throne. All actors enter and stand in front of him. As the scriptures are read, “Jesus” motions the sheep to go to his right and the goats to his left. When Jesus “speaks” to the sheep, they act confused and questioning. Actors #1-6 point to the sheep, nod their heads. Jesus receives the sheep with joy. When it’s the turn of the goats, they also act confused and questioning. Actors #1-6 point to goats and shake their heads. The goats are sent out crying.
4. Discussion

Talk about the parable with the children. Which do we want to be like - the sheep or the goats? What should we do? Do you know anyone that you could help right now? Pray with the children to recognize opportunities to help others and serve God.

5. Bible verse

Matthew 25:40 - “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’"


Write the 27 words of this verse one by one onto colored cards. If using 3 different colors, such as pink, blue and yellow, write the 1st word on pink, the 2nd on blue, and the 3rd on yellow, then the 4th on pink, and so on. Mix up the cards on the floor or table, then two or three children from each team in turn can try to arrange the cards in the correct order to form the verse. Record how long it takes each team and gives points to the team who does it correctly the fastest.

6. Activity

Make copies of the following drawing, and give to each child. Help the children fill in the blanks (answers are: food; water; welcome; clothing; care for; visit). Then if possible cut around each sheep and glue it onto cardboard for the children to take home as a reminder.


BE A SHEEP





Give _______ to those who are hungry


Give ________ to those who are thirsty


____________  strangers


Give _________ to those who need it


____________ the sick


________  those in prison
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