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LESSON 1 - CREATION TO NOAH

1. Introduction


Welcome the children and explain the rules of obedience (which should be written up on the wall clearly so they can be referred to if necessary) - e.g. stay in your seat; don’t talk when the teacher is talking; obey the teacher. If someone disobeys a rule, he will be reminded of the rule and receive a warning; if he disobeys again, he must sit in the special chair at the side for a while, as punishment; if he continues, we will have to speak with his parents. (If other children’s ministers are available, they can take him aside to minister to him before the final step). Ask if everyone understands or if there are any questions. Then begin with a short prayer.

2. Mountain Race


(This is an excellent way to encourage participation, teach cooperation and help the children be less expectant of tangible rewards.)


Divide the children into 2-3 teams of mixed ages, and write down the names in each team (the children can choose a name for their teams if they wish). Prepare a large poster of a mountain with a road that winds from the base to the top, divided equally into sections, numbered appropriately (e.g. 0; 5,000; 10,000; 15,000....to 50,000). Explain that each team receives points as follows:


for learning the memory verse - 1,000 points (per person that quotes it correctly)


for bringing bible - 500 points (per person)


for bringing a new friend - 1,000 points


for winning a game - 5,000 points (per team)

The game should last about 2-3 months - all those in the winning team should receive a special prize, with the others receiving a smaller prize.

3. Picture Lesson


What was the earth like at the beginning?  (only chaos, emptiness, darkness - start with a black posterboard)


What did God do?   (He SAID: “Let there be light” and there was light. Imagine the power of God - he didn’t use anything, he didn’t do anything, he just SPOKE. He created day and night - put a white posterboard to cover most of the black)


Then what did God do?   (He SAID: “Let there be sky to separate the waters above and below” and it came to pass - draw clouds above and water below on the white posterboard)


Then what did God do?   (He SAID: “Let the waters below be gathered together and let dry land appear” and it came to pass - draw land)


Then what did God do?   (He SAID: “Let there be plants, trees, flowers....” and there were - draw) 


Then what did God do?   (He SAID: “Let there be sun, moon, and stars” and there were - draw)


Then what did God do?   (He SAID: “Let there be birds in the air, fish in the water” and there were - draw)


And then what did God do?  (He SAID: “Let there be animals of every type on the land” and there were - let some of the children draw different animals)


Imagine the power of God - the whole world, the stars, the mountains, the flowers, animals, everything was created by God’s WORD. Imagine if YOU had this power - you could say: “Let there be a candy” and there would be a candy [produce a candy]. I think the next thing you would say would be: “Let there be LOTS of candy!”  [Produce a handful of candy.] But I think that many people would use this power in a bad way - only thinking of themselves. Only God has this power because He uses it for good - to accomplish His purpose in the world. We need to remember about this power, because when God SPEAKS, it HAPPENS just as He said! When we read the Bible, the scriptures are the Word of God, and when God promises something, it WILL happen!


After God created all these things, what did he do?   (He created man in His own image). He formed Man from the dust of the ground, and blew His life into his nostrils - so Man wasn’t created in the same way as the animals.

4. Memory Verse

“So God created Man in his own image” Genesis 1:27.  Write this on the board, and as the children repeat it several times, gradually erase one word at a time until there are no words remaining.

5. Song


A suitable action song can be sung allowing the children to move around.

6. Teaching


The Bible says that when God had made all the earth, the animals and Man, “He  saw all that he had made, and it was very good.”


Who knows what were the names of the first man and woman?   They lived in a beautiful garden, the Garden of Eden, and their job was to take care of it. In the evenings, they used to walk and fellowship with God. He gave them just one rule - “Don’t eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because if you do, you will die”


Who knows what happened next?   The snake, which was really the devil in disguise, tempted them to doubt the word of God. They believed more in what the devil said than in what God said, and so they ate the fruit. They didn’t die immediately but their spirit died and their sin (disobedience) became a barrier between them and God - they could no longer be in His presence. They had to leave the Garden of Eden and live and work hard in the rough land outside, where there were many problems.


When God made Man, his purpose was to live in love and fellowship with him - but this relationship can’t exist when we don’t trust one another. God wants to bless us and help us, but we have to believe what He says and obey Him. If we don’t obey Him then we receive punishment so that we learn that it’s better to obey.


Many years after Adam and Eve, there were many people on the earth. Most of them had forgotten about God and only wanted their own way. They had all become so wicked that everyone only thought bad thoughts and did bad things - they didn’t want to hear about God. Finally there was only one man left who was good and faithful. Who?


Yes, it was Noah. God decided to destroy all the men and women and everything that they had made that was wicked. How did he decide to destroy them?  Yes, with a huge flood. But he decided to save Noah and his family, along with two of every type of animal that lived on the land. Who knows this story?  Well, now we have a special visitor who knows this story very well, and has come to tell it to us today.

7. Story told by a parrot

[You can use a hand-puppet or a special costume]


Hello boys and girls! Well, I’m delighted to be here today and to tell you that I’m proud to be descended from the two most famous parrots in all the world! They were my great, great, great, great, great......well, to save time we’ll just say my great grandparents! Their story has been passed from parrot to parrot down through the years. You know who my great grandparents were don’t you? They were the two parrots that were on Noah’s Ark!


My great grandfather lived in a tree near Noah’s house, and from the moment he was hatched, he remembered seeing a HUGE wall made of wood. As he began to grow and learned to chirp, he began asking his parents and other birds about that wall. But no-one knew what it was; they said it was very, very old - nobody knew how long it had been there. At last, when my great grandfather could fly, his first flight was to explore that wall! He found out that it wasn’t just a wall, but actually a strange type of enormous house! It had just one door on the side and only one window, which was in the roof!!


One day as my great grandfather was investigating the house, he stopped in front of the door. Suddenly, an old man, Noah, came out, and when he saw my great grandfather, he invited him inside the “house”. There were lots of rooms on three floors. Noah told him that God was planning to send something called a great flood to destroy all the bad people on the earth. Many years before, God had told Noah exactly how to build this huge boat (the Ark) to save his family and two of every type of animal in the land. He had worked for 100 years, but at last it was finished. My great grandfather was very excited because he knew how bad most of the people were - they were always throwing stones at him. He flew away immediately to find his girlfriend, and the next day the two returned to enter the Ark with all the other animals. My great grandfather said that there were hundreds of animals - big ones and small ones, and some were VERY strange-looking. 


It seemed impossible that they could all fit in, but as soon as the last ones had entered, the sky became black, the wind blew and it began to rain. Noah and his family went in and the door was shut. It POURED with rain, with thunder and lightning for days and days. Outside they could hear people screaming and cursing for several days, then the Ark began to move and rock as the water rose.


The animals were terrified but Noah calmed them and told them that God was keeping his promise - the flood was destroying the earth but they would be saved. My great grandfather said that it rained hard for 40 days and nights - that’s SIX weeks!! and then afterwards, the Ark floated on the water for months and months until one day it hit land.


God told Noah that they still had to wait a few months more until the plants had grown again. One day Noah sent out a bird to fly around and look for plants on dry ground, but it couldn’t find any; a few days later, Noah sent another, but still it couldn‘t find any. Then my great grandfather asked Noah if he could go, but Noah had made him his special pet and taught him to talk and sing, so Noah said “No”. Instead, Noah sent another dove, which came back after a while with a fresh green leaf.


After a few more weeks, Noah was able to open the door of the Ark and all the animals went out. Everyone was so happy to see the trees and flowers, and walk on dry ground again! Noah built an altar and everyone gave thanks to God for saving them and keeping his word. Then God answered them with a special sign - he made a huge rainbow in the sky to show that He is faithful and will never again destroy the earth with a flood.


Can I tell you what Noah said to my great grandparents? He said that they reminded him of God’s promise because we, the parrots, have feathers the colors of the rainbow!!!

8. Review the Memory Verse

“So God created Man in his own image” Genesis 1:27.  Who can repeat it alone? Remind the children to learn it so that next week, they can earn points for their team.

9. Noah’s Ark Game

The children need to sit in a straight line or circle. Tell them to imagine they are Noah, watching the animals enter the Ark. Each child, in turn, must name an animal that would have been on the Ark (no fish or water animals). The teacher should repeat each animal out loud so that everyone can hear. If a child says an animal already named, he/she must leave the group to sit on the side. The last child to name animals without repetition wins points for his/her team.

10. Picture

Using posterboard or a large sheet of blank paper, draw a big picture of Noah’s Ark and let each child draw a different pair of animals and help color the group picture.

LESSON 2   FAITH - ABRAHAM TO JACOB
1. Welcome


Welcome the children, especially new ones. Give points in the Mountain Race - 1,000 to each team that has brought a new member (visitors who didn’t come with a regular child can be assigned to teams with fewer children); 500 points per bible brought in each team; 1,000 points for each child that correctly quotes the memory verse from last week. (Note - if more than 2 or 3 children say they can, make them line up outside the door, with a helper, and come in one at a time to quote the verse. This way they are not helped by hearing it quoted before them, but those in the room hear the verse repeated several times.) Remind them of the behavior rules. Pray.

2. Teaching with Bible Pictures

[Prepare pictures from a Children’s Bible or coloring book pictures that illustrate the key points in the story. Ask the children questions as you tell the story, to find out how much they already know]


After the Flood, when God destroyed all the wicked people and the bad things they had done on the earth, who was still living?   (Noah, his family, and two of every type of animal)


These 8 people lived many years more and produced lots of children and grandchildren. After many hundreds of years, there were again many people living around the world. Some believed in God and remembered what they had been told by their ancestors, but many started worshipping other gods instead.  In one big city, where the people worshipped and sacrificed to other gods, there was a righteous and faithful man who believed in God and wanted to obey Him. God chose him to be the father of many nations. Does anyone know his name?   (Abraham)


One day, God told him to leave the city with his family and go to live in a far-off country. He obeyed and finally, after traveling for weeks and weeks, they arrived in Canaan. In that land, the people were bad and worshipped other gods, but Abraham and his family continued to be faithful and obey God. There are many exciting stories  about Abraham in the Bible. Now he had a nephew named Lot, who also believed in God, but he went to live in a city full of wicked people. Do you know which city?   (Sodom)


One day, God told Abraham that he was going to destroy the city with all of its wicked people. Abraham begged God to save the city because of Lot and his family. They talked together and finally God agreed to save the city if there were 10 good people in it. He sent an angel to speak with Lot and lead him to safety, but only 8 people believed him. So God destroyed the wicked city and only Lot and his family were saved by the angel. Who knows how God destroyed the city?   (By fire from heaven)


The angel told Lot and his family they must not turn around to look back at the city, but Lot’s wife disobeyed and was turned into a pillar of salt! Nowadays, nobody lives in that part of Israel, and there are very few plants or animals there, because it is just a very hot desert where the ground looks burned. Sometimes people keep on being bad for years and years, but God will punish them one day.


Because of Abraham’s faithfulness, God blessed him greatly. He became very rich and had lots of cattle, but he didn’t have one thing - he didn’t have a son. When he was about 80 years old, God promised that he would have a special son, but it seemed impossible because his wife, Sarah, was already 70 years old!! The years passed, but Abraham kept on believing that God would keep his promise. Finally God did a miracle and Sarah became pregnant and had a baby boy that they named Isaac. Do you know how old Abraham was when Isaac was finally born?   (100 years old and Sarah was 90!)


When Isaac was a young man, God told Abraham to take him up a mountain, build an altar and offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God. Of course, Abraham didn’t want to kill Isaac after waiting so long for him, and he believed that God wanted to use Isaac to produce a great nation, but he also wanted to obey God! So the two of them climbed the mountain and Abraham built an altar and prepared to sacrifice Isaac. The young man didn’t fight his old father because he, too, trusted God, but I expect they were both frightened about what would happen next! Abraham laid Isaac on the altar and raised his knife to kill him - does anyone know what happened next?   (God showed Abraham a sheep caught in a bush nearby and told him to sacrifice the sheep instead). Abraham had proved his faith in God by his willingness to obey, and Isaac was saved. Because of this, the Bible says that Abraham is a great example of a man of faith.

3. Memory Verse

Genesis 15:6  “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness”. Write each word of the verse in big letters on a separate sheet of paper (colored construction paper works well) so that including the text, there are 12 sheets. Choose 12 children to stand in front of the class, each holding a sheet with the words in the correct order. The class repeats the verse several times. Then the children put down their sheets, which are then mixed up. 12 other children each pick up a sheet and the class must try to arrange the words in the correct order. This can be repeated several times until they are familiar with the verse.

4. Drama of Jacob and Esau


Isaac was a great man of faith like his father and years later he married and his wife, Rebekah, had twin sons. Does anyone know their names?   (Jacob and Esau)


Esau was the elder but God had chosen Jacob to be the leader of the family after Isaac, because God knew that Esau did not want to obey God. But Jacob didn’t have patience to wait for God’s time, and decided to take things into his own hands, which caused him lots of trouble later. To help with this story, three children are needed. (Choose three who will listen to the story and simply act out their part as it is told. A few simple props can be used to help the imagination.)



Jacob - with a plate, and some pieces of fur tied to neck and arms



Esau - with beard, bow and arrow for hunting



Isaac - with a long beard, “blind”

Narrator: “Jacob and Esau were twins. Esau was the oldest and was going to receive the inheritance and the blessing from his father, when he died, but he didn‘t appreciate his position. One day, after hunting all day and finding nothing, Esau returned home (which was really a big tent). He was starving hungry but his mother hadn’t prepared the meal yet and he couldn’t find anything to eat. He thought he would die of hunger! But then he saw his brother, Jacob, who didn’t like to go hunting - he was cooking some lentil soup (pea soup). Normally Esau hated vegetable soup as he preferred meat, but today he would eat ANYTHING. 
He begged Jacob: “Dear brother, you’re such a good cook! That soup must be delicious because I could smell it from miles away! Could you please give me a bowl of your wonderful soup?”


Jacob saw his opportunity and replied: “Yes, of course - in exchange for your inheritance!” Esau, thinking that he would die if he didn’t get something to eat soon, agreed and hungrily ate the soup. So Jacob was going to get the inheritance, but he still needed the blessing. After a while, his mother had a plan to help him get that too.


One day when Isaac, who was old and feeling bad, thought he was going to die, he called Esau in order to give him the special blessing. Esau was out hunting, so Jacob tied goat skin on his neck and arms to pretend to be Esau, who was very hairy, and went to Isaac. The blind father, hugging his son and feeling his hairy neck and arms, assumed it was Esau, so gave him the special blessing from God. But not long after, Esau returned and discovered what had happened - now he had lost both the inheritance and the blessing and had to live under Jacob as chief of the family! Esau was furious and wanted to kill Jacob! So although Jacob had got what he wanted, he had to run away to another country in fear for his life.

5. Teaching

After this, Jacob lived in another country for about twenty years. Although he was chosen by God to lead the family, because he had not waited on God, but had tricked his family to get it himself, God allowed him to be tricked by other people. When he married the girl he loved, he found out after the wedding that he had been tricked into marrying her older sister - who was rather ugly! He was able to marry the girl he wanted as well (in those days men could have more than one wife), but he had to work another 7 years for her.


But finally, God prospered Jacob and he went back to live with his family (Isaac was still alive). But on the way back, he was visited one night by an angel. They fought together all night because Jacob didn’t have peace about how he had become chief of the family and wanted God’s blessing from the angel. Finally God blessed Jacob and changed his name to Israel, promising him he would lead the great nation promised to Abraham. So Jacob returned home in peace.

6. Game (Yes or No)


Each team is given two big cards, one saying “Yes”, the other “No”. Read a statement about the stories told today (see below), and each team must decide whether it is true, by holding up the “Yes”, or false, by holding up the “No”. It doesn’t matter if the same answer is given, as each team that is correct will receive points. At the end of the game, the winning team receives 5,000 points for the Mountain Race. Here are some suggested statements:


1. There were 10 people in Noah’s family
(No - 8)


2. Abraham was the father (founder) of a great nation     (Yes)


3. Abraham was Lot’s uncle     (Yes)


4. Abraham lived in Sodom      (No - Lot lived there)


5. God destroyed Sodom with a great flood      (No - fire from heaven)


6. Abraham had many cattle and many sons     (No - no sons at first)



7. God promised Abraham he would have a son when he was old    (Yes)


8. Abraham was 200 years old when Isaac was born     (No - 100)


9. God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac     (Yes)


10. Abraham killed Isaac with a knife     (No - he killed a sheep)


11. Isaac had two daughters     (No - two sons)


12. Jacob was the elder     (No - the younger)


13. Esau gave Jacob the inheritance for his birthday     (No - for a bowl of soup)


14. Jacob wore goatskin to trick Isaac     (Yes)


15. Isaac was deaf     (No - blind)


16. Jacob married two sisters     (Yes)

17. Jacob fought with an angel all night    (Yes)


18. God gave Isaac a new name     (No - Jacob)


19. When Jacob returned home, his father was dead     (No - still alive) 



20. Jacob’s new name was Israel     (Yes)

LESSON 3   OBEDIENCE AND TRUST IN GOD - JOSEPH TO MOSES

1. Welcome


Welcome the children, give points for bringing friends, reciting the memory verse. Pray.

2. Teaching 


(Using blackboard or posterboards, at key points in the story ask a child to come and briefly draw the person or scene)


Remember how God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation? Now we’re going to see how that came to pass.


Who can remember the name of Abraham’s son?    (Isaac)


Who can remember the names of Isaac’s two sons?     (Jacob and Esau)


Do you remember that Jacob was chosen by God to lead the family, and his name was changed to Israel? Well, Israel had 11 sons when we begin this story. The youngest was called Joseph, and he was Israel’s favorite. Israel gave  him an expensive coat that was made of many colors. (Drawing)


How do you think Joseph’s brothers felt about that?    (They were jealous)


But God had chosen Joseph for a very special position - to lead his family, although he was the youngest. Joseph loved God and God gave him some dreams to show him the future. He had two dreams that showed he would be the leader of his family. Of course, when he told them to his family, his brothers became even more angry and jealous and decided to kill him. But instead, they sold him as a slave to some traders traveling to Egypt. His brothers didn’t want to get in trouble with their father, so told Israel that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal, and showed him the special coat, all torn and bloody. (Drawing)


Poor Joseph! He was a slave who had to work hard in a strange country, but he kept trusting God, worked hard and God blessed him and gave him a better position. But one day, because he refused to do something bad, his master’s wife got angry and told lies about him and he was sent to prison. (Drawing)


Again poor Joseph ! Now he was even worse off! But he still kept trusting in God and remembering the dreams he had had. In prison, because he worked hard, he was given a better position and after many years God gave him the interpretation (meaning) of some dreams of other people - one of whom was the pharaoh (king). (Drawing)


God showed Joseph that there would be 7 years of good harvest, followed by 7 years of famine (hunger), and because of this, Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of the whole country. Joseph helped the people store up the crops so they could use them during the years of famine. (Drawing)


Finally the famine was so bad that even Joseph’s family came to Egypt looking for food. How do you think Joseph’s brothers felt when they found that Joseph was the governor of Egypt?! They were terrified because they thought he would surely punish them. But Joseph had already forgiven them, because he realized that God had used what they had done to fulfill the dreams, make Joseph leader of his family and even save his whole family. (Drawing)


So Israel and all the brothers of Joseph, including his younger brother, Benjamin, with their families went to live in Egypt - all the descendants of Abraham were now about 70 people!

3. Action Song


Sing “Father Abraham”.

4. Object Lesson

This needs the help of two children - one representing God (with crown or halo and robe), the other with a bag of candy or handful of money. Explain as follows:


If I’m a Christian and have a good relationship with God, I can pray, hear from and receive from God, feel his presence. But then, let’s say something happens with a friend - he is given some candy or money, but I don’t get any. I become jealous and resentful......”it’s not fair”.... I now have bad things in my heart - this is sin and it makes a barrier between me and God.  (Hold up a posterboard between yourself and the child representing God). Now I can’t feel God’s presence the same, I have problems praying and hearing from God. Joseph loved God and didn’t want to lose his good relationship with God. When his brothers and others did him harm, he preferred to forgive them and not hold on to bad feelings in his heart, which would be barriers against God. (Discuss this more and then pray).

5. Fishing Game


Use a “pocketboard” or write on a blackboard/posterboard  the words “TRUST IN GOD”. Cut a piece of paper to cover each letter and attach with tape. Draw a different simple object on each paper (for example a fruit or animal). Then prepare 20 cards, with a corresponding picture on each so there are 10 pairs. The children sit in a circle and the cards are shuffled and placed mixed up , face-down on the floor. Each child in turn picks two cards and turns them face-up so that all can see the pictures. If it is not a pair, turn them over again and continue with the next child. If it is a pair, the child may remove the corresponding picture from the board to reveal a letter of the message. The children must guess the message correctly before all the letters are revealed - points can be given to the team of the winning child.

6. Story with questions

God promised Abraham he would be a father of many nations, yet he had only one promised son, Isaac. 


How many sons did Isaac have?  (2)           

How many sons did Israel have?  (12)  



Altogether there were about 70 descendants of Abraham who went into Egypt. But God blessed them, and after about 400 years there were 2 or 3 million descendants of Abraham, called the Children of Israel. They had land and cattle, and because of this a later pharaoh became afraid that they would take the land from the Egyptians, so he made them all slaves. Now they had nothing and had to work very hard, so they cried out to God. Also the pharaoh was afraid of how many there were of the Children of Israel, so he ordered all the newborn babies that were boys, to be killed. How terrible! The Children of Israel cried out to God even more. But God had a plan. Finally, he chose a special baby to be prepared to lead his people. 

Who knows his name?  (Moses) 


God told Moses’ mother to save his life by putting the baby in a basket in the river. 

Do you think a river is a safe place for a baby?   

Why not?  (drowning, snakes and crocodiles)


Who knows what happened to the baby?    (Pharaoh’s daughter found him and took him home, but he was raised by his real mother)


What do you think Moses learned, growing up in Pharaoh’s palace?   (all about Egypt, to be a leader, but also about God and his promise to the Children of Israel to live in their own land)

7. Memory Verse Puzzle


Joseph’s life and this story about the baby Moses are good examples of our memory verse today: “....in all things God works for the good of those who love him ....”   Romans 8:28


Everyone can repeat it several times, then give out copies of the following for the children to take home and fill in the blanks. Each child that returns it next week completed correctly gains 500 points for his team.

_ N     _ L L     T H _ N G S     G _ D     W _ R K S     F _ R     T H _     G _  _ D     _ F   

  T H _ S _     W H _     L _ V _     H _ M
 

   R _ M _ N S    _ : _ _  


(each space needs a vowel or number)

LESSON 4  SIN AND PUNISHMENT - MOSES AND THE ISRAELITES

1. Welcome

Give points for bringing friends, memory verse and scripture page from last week. Pray.

2. Teaching (with suitable pictures if possible to illustrate an Egyptian, desert, map of Sinai etc)


Do you remember how all the descendants of Abraham, called the Children of Israel (or Israelites) were living in slavery in Egypt? God chose a man to lead them out of slavery and back to the land that God had promised Abraham - what was his name? (Moses)    Remember that he grew up in the pharaoh’s palace and was trained to be a leader, but also learned about God. He wanted to see his people set free from slavery. One day he saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite slave, so went and killed the Egyptian; but the pharaoh found out and tried to kill Moses, so he ran away and hid in the desert.


Moses lived and wandered in the Sinai Desert for 40 years. He took care of sheep and goats, and got married. Do you think that he thought his life had turned out well and pleasing to God?   No, but God had not forgotten Moses. One day in the middle of the desert, Moses saw something very strange - so strange that he stopped to look at it. Do you know what it was?   It was a burning bush - in fact, a bush that was burning and didn’t get burnt up! And then God spoke to Moses from inside the bush!


God told Moses to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites to freedom and back to the Promised Land. Moses answered that he couldn’t do it, because no-one would believe him. But God assured him that He would be with him to help him, and God told Moses to call him by a new name - “I am that I am”. So Moses returned to Egypt with his family and also his brother Aaron, who God sent to help him.


There, he went in to speak with Pharaoh and told him that God wanted to set his people free. What do you think Pharaoh said?  That’s right, NO! Pharaoh didn’t want to lose all his slaves, and he became very angry. He ordered that all the Israelites had to work even harder, and so even the Israelites got mad at Moses! What do you think Moses did?  He prayed to God. 


God answered and said that he would do great miracles and the Egyptians would send all the Israelites away from Egypt and would recognize that God is Almighty. Because Pharaoh didn’t want to set the people free, God sent special judgments or punishments on Egypt. Who knows what they were?  They were plagues. Who knows how many plagues God sent?   (10)

3. Object Lessons for the Plagues

Choose the younger children to help with acting. Let the others sit in their teams and try to guess each plague. Give points to the first team to guess a plague correctly. At the end, give 1,000 points to the winning team for the Mountain Race.


1. Water to blood - show two clear drinking glasses. One is almost full of water, the other secretly has part of a package of red drink mix in the bottom. Pour the water from the first glass into the second, so the children can see it turn red. When they have guessed which plague it illustrates, explain that God changed the water in the River Nile and in all the ponds, barrels and storage places, into blood. Let the children discuss what this must have been like for the people.


2. Frogs - let the younger children act like frogs. Once the plague has been guessed, go on to explain that because Pharaoh did not let the Israelites leave Egypt after the plague of blood, God sent hundreds and thousands of frogs all over the land - in the houses, the ovens, the beds.... When Pharaoh agreed to let the Israelites go, God caused the frogs to die. Imagine the smell!! Discuss.


3. Lice or fleas - let the younger children act as if they have fleas (scratching etc). Then explain that because Pharaoh again would not let the Israelites go, God changed all the dust of the ground all over Egypt into lice or fleas, that got on all the people and the animals too. But Pharaoh wouldn’t change.


4. Flies - let the younger children act as if there are lots of flies in the air. After the plague has been guessed, explain that God sent swarms of flies all over the land of the Egyptians but this time, the flies did not bother the Israelites. Clouds of flies entered the houses of the Egyptians but none entered the houses of the Israelites. So Pharaoh agreed to let the people go, and God removed the flies. But then Pharaoh changed his mind.


5. Disease on the cattle - let the younger children act like various farm animals going around and then falling over dead. After the plague has been guessed, explain that God sent a disease to kill all the Egyptians’ animals, but not one of the Israelites’ animals died. But still Pharaoh would not let them go.


6. Boils and sores - prepare the younger children by putting a little face cream over their faces; then, using lipstick, draw spots to represent sores (later these can be easily removed with cream and tissues). After guessing, explain that God caused boils and sores to break out on all the Egyptian people and their animals. Talk about how they would feel. But still Pharaoh wouldn’t let the people go.


7. Hail - throw small pieces of styrofoam or the small, white balls of packing material, over the younger children. Explain that Moses warned the Egyptians that God would send a terrible hailstorm on Egypt. Some people listened and  stayed inside their houses, but others didn’t. Sure enough, God sent a terrible storm of lightning and hail that beat down and destroyed all the crops, animals and people that were outside in the land of Egypt, but where the Israelites lived was spared. Pharaoh agreed to let the people go and begged Moses to stop the storm. God stopped it, but then Pharaoh changed his mind again!


8. Locusts - let the younger children act like flying insects. After guessing the plague, explain that some of the Egyptians wanted to let the Israelites go, but Pharaoh refused, so God sent millions of locusts (flying insects that eat leaves and plants). They settled all over the land of Egypt and ate everything green - all the leaves, trees, bushes, grass, crops, flowers, fruit, EVERYTHING! Again Pharaoh said he had sinned and would let the people go, but again he changed his mind later.


9. Darkness - the lights can be turned out for a few seconds, or one child can hold up a picture of the sun, while another covers it with black construction paper. After guessing, explain that God sent three days of complete darkness all over Egypt - so dark that no-one could leave their homes. Discuss that. Finally Pharaoh told Moses that he would NOT let the Israelites go, and if Moses returned to see him again, he would be killed.


10. Death of the firstborn - let the younger children line up in front of everyone and then the tallest falls down as though dead. When the plague has been guessed, explain that God warned the Israelites what would happen - that at night all the firstborn (explain) of each family would die, but to save them they must paint around the doorposts with blood and stay inside the house. They all ate a special Passover meal and got ready to leave. Sure enough, when the firstborn of all the Egyptian families died, even Pharaoh’s own oldest son, Pharaoh let them go. The Egyptians even gave them presents of gold, silver and precious cloth to take with them.

4. Memory Verse

Who can remember the special name for God that God told Moses?  “I am that I am”. This is a strange name, but it means that God is the greatest, he lives forever, he is most powerful and he knows everything. He is SO great that we don’t have words to explain it! And so his name is “I am that I am”! Repeat it together several times. See who can say it the loudest, boys or girls, children <7 or children >7... 

5. Story of another Miracle

So the Israelites left Egypt, but that’s not the end of the story, or the miracles! There were probably about 2 or 3 million people, with carts loaded with their possessions, sheep and goats and so on. (The Bible says there were over 600,000 men not counting women and children, and also some other slaves that weren’t Israelites.) But after a few days, Pharaoh realized that he didn’t have any slaves to do the work, so he got together his army, with chariots and horses, and chased after the Israelites. When the Israelites realized this, they had reached the shores of a great sea - who knows its name? (the Red Sea). They became terrified because there was nowhere for them to get away from the Egyptians. Moses prayed to God and God did a miracle. Who knows what He did?

[As you tell the story (found in Exodus 13), draw pictures or maybe take the children outside to look at the tall wall of a building, to help them imagine better the walls of water as the Israelites passed.]


God told Moses to lift up his staff (walking stick) over the sea, and God sent a great wind all night, to blow back the waters and build them up into huge walls on either side, leaving a path of dry ground between. The Israelites walked through the sea on the dry ground while God placed a pillar of fire between them and the Egyptians. [Discuss this with the children - the distance to cross (a sea not river); walls of water piled up 50-100 feet high or more; how long it would take for millions of people and animals to cross (hours of waiting and then walking between the piled up water); their feelings (fear and awe, complete amazement)]. When they had all passed through, Moses stretched his hand over the sea and the waters rushed back over all the Egyptian army that was trying to cross too, and they were all killed.



We can see that God teaches us a good lesson here. Pharaoh didn’t want to obey God, and God warned him many times. He suffered a lot of punishment, but still he would not obey and finally God destroyed him and his kingdom. God wants us to obey him. When we sin, we will receive punishment and we will have problems, and we don’t feel good. But if we repent and obey, God forgives us and we can have a good relationship with God again. Some bad people think they will not be punished, but one day God will not be patient any more and will punish them.

6. Pictures

The children can draw pictures of their favorite part of the story.

LESSON 5  COVENANT WITH GOD - THE ISRAELITES IN THE DESERT


1. Welcome

Give points for bringing a friend, and 500 points for each child who can whisper in your ear the name of God (“I am that I am”). Pray.

2. Bible Story (using pictures to illustrate if possible)



Who remembers the name of the leader of the Israelites?  (Moses)  He led them out of Egypt and into the desert in order to get to the Promised Land. After the miracle of crossing the Red Sea, they all were very happy and danced and worshipped God. Then they started walking into the desert.  (Discuss what it’s like in a desert - sand and rock, no shade, no food, no water, sweating, tired of walking.)


How much food would it need to feed all the people in this town each day?  That’s only about ---thousands (put in the population of your town). Imagine how Moses felt being responsible for feeding 3 million people and animals!! What about water, to drink, wash, wash clothes.... After several days in the desert the people started to get scared, and started to complain to Moses.  But God had done many miracles for the people - surely He wouldn’t let them die now in the desert! So Moses prayed to God for food and water.


Who knows how they got water? 
(God told Moses to hit a rock with his staff - and out gushed a stream of water!! In other places, God did miracles to change bad water to good water.) 


Who knows how they got food?  (Every morning God did a miracle to provide them with manna - it came from heaven like snow, tasting of honey wafers)   So God met their needs - even their shoes and clothes never wore out!


But God didn’t just want to do miracles for them, he wanted a special relationship with them. He wanted to teach them and prepare them for a very special purpose in the world. One day God told Moses to climb a tall mountain (Mt. Sinai) and meet with him on the top. No-one else was allowed to come near the mountain.


What did God give to Moses on Mt. Sinai?   (10 commandments)  God gave him 2 stone tablets with 10 laws written on them so all the people would know when they sinned. Also God told Moses many other things so that the people would know how to please God. He explained how to make the tabernacle (a type of special tent) to protect the stone tablets and be a special place for sacrifices and to worship God.


All of this took a long time. Who knows how long Moses was up Mt. Sinai?  (40 days)  Meanwhile the Israelites were waiting for Moses below. After a few weeks, they thought that he must have been killed or got lost. They quickly forgot all that God had done for them and decided to build a statue of a golden calf to worship instead.


Do you think God was pleased with that?  No!! When Moses returned, he became very angry and ordered that all those who had disobeyed God be killed. Then Moses told the people all about God’s laws, and they built the tabernacle and worshipped God again. Every time someone sinned, he had to go to the priests in the tabernacle and make a sacrifice and ask forgiveness. In this way, the people learned to be responsible for their sins.

3. Craft

The children can make little tablets with the 10 commandments to help them learn them. Cut out from 1/2 page sized pasteboard or heavy card, two tombstone shaped pieces joined in the middle for each child. Prepare photocopies of the following, so the children can fill in the blanks together, then glue the paper onto the card. (Older children can help the younger ones).


While working, answer any questions they may have on the commandments, and repeat them together. Challenge the children to learn them at home, and next week, instead of a memory verse, every child that can repeat the 10 commandments will earn 5,000 points for his team.

[image: image1.jpg]



1. Have no other _______ before me



6. Do not ___________

2. Don’t make any _______ or ________ one

7. Do not commit ________

3. Don’t misuse the  ___________________ 

8. Do not ___________

4. Remember to keep the __________ holy


9. Do not ___________

5. Honor your _________ and __________


10. Don’t be __________

(Fill in blanks with: gods; idol, worship; name of the Lord; Sabbath; father, mother; murder; adultery; steal; lie; jealous.) 

4. Teaching

To build all these things needed many months, but then after a while, the people began to complain again. They were tired of the manna and wanted to return to Egypt. At times, some rebelled against God and against Moses. But each time, God judged them and punished those who disobeyed - once the ground opened up and swallowed them; another time God sent fire down from heaven on them; another time He sent snakes to bite them!


We may think God is mean and bad, but each day He continued to bless them with manna and do miracles for them. But God wants a faithful, obedient people to accomplish His purpose and He will not put up with those who continue to complain, disobey and work against Him. 


Then Moses sent out 12 men to spy out the Promised Land, which was called Canaan. When they returned from their journey, they brought back huge bunches of fruit to show that the land was wonderful - with rivers and grass, trees and lots of fruit. Two of the men, Joshua and Caleb, said good things and encouraged the people to go ahead and enter the Promised Land, trusting God. But the other ten men were afraid; they told of tall people that had built strong, walled cities and said the Israelites would all be killed.


Do you think the Israelites could have fought and won against the people of Canaan?  Of course, because God was with them! But most of the people became scared and refused to go ahead. They even wanted to kill Moses and return to Egypt! So God judged them. He said that because of their lack of trust in him (lack of faith), they had to wander around in the desert for 40 years until all the adults that had complained had died. Then only Joshua and Caleb would be allowed to go on into the Promised Land with the people, who would all be under the age of 60.


So for 40 years they wandered around the desert, often complaining, although God continued to bless them and take care of them, because He had promised Abraham that He would bless his descendants. Poor Moses!  Poor Joshua and Caleb!!  After the 40 years, when they were on the border of Canaan, God told Moses to go up a mountain, and He showed him all the beautiful land of Canaan. Then Moses died - he was 120 years old and still healthy. God kept his word - Moses had lead the Israelites out of Egypt and through all the problems in the desert, and to the Promised Land.

5. Game (beanbag toss)


If played outside, numbered squares (3x4 numbered 1-12) can be marked on the ground with chalk; if inside, prepare a numbered white cloth, drawing the squares with permanent marker. Prepare the game by writing the word COMMANDMENTS  on the board, and cover each letter with a paper numbered from 1-12, or use a pocketboard. The children form a line in front of the squares, and behind a line marked on the floor. Using a beanbag, each child in turn, tries to throw the bag to land inside a square, without touching the lines. If, for example, the bag lands inside the square numbered 4, the corresponding number 4 is removed from the word, revealing the M. The game continues and points are given to the team of the child who first guesses the word correctly.

LESSON 6   OBEDIENCE - JOSHUA
1. Welcome

Welcome the children. Give points for new friends, and reciting the 10 commandments. Pray.

2. Bible Story  (illustrating on blackboard as necessary)


Who can remember who led the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land?  (Moses). But Moses died before they entered the Promised Land (Canaan), and God chose another leader. Who?


Why do you think God chose Joshua?  He was one of the spies who returned with a good report about Canaan. He trusted God and had wanted to go on and take the land. Remember that the people were scared and refused to go on, so God made them wander in the desert for 40 years. But God promised Joshua that he could possess all the land wherever he walked and that the Israelites could overcome all their enemies so they could live in peace in their own land - as long as they trusted and obeyed God.


God encouraged Joshua with this promise:  “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”   Joshua 1:9


The border of Canaan was the River Jordan and on the other side was the great city of Jericho. Jericho had a high, strong wall all around it - the wall was so thick that houses were built inside of it! (Draw) 

The Israelites had never seen a city like that before - remember they had all been born in the desert or in slavery in Egypt, where the cities didn’t have walls. So Joshua sent two spies into the city to find out more about it. They stayed in the house of a woman named Rahab. When the king of Jericho heard they were there, he sent orders to kill them, but Rahab hid them on her roof, because she believed what the spies had told her about God. In return for saving their lives, the spies promised to save her and all her family, when the Israelites attacked Jericho. Then she let them escape from her window, down the high wall using a red rope. They  told her to leave the rope in the window as a sign, so all the Israelites would know to save the people in that house. (Draw) 

The spies returned to Joshua and told how the people of Jericho were terrified because they had heard about the great miracles done by God to help the Israelites. 
But before they could attack Jericho, the Israelites had to cross the River Jordan, which was flooded and dangerous. God told Joshua to send the priests ahead of the people, with the Ark of the Covenant (a special gold box that had been built to guard the tablets with the Ten Commandments and other holy things). God performed another miracle - as the priests carrying the Ark put their feet into the river, the waters stopped flowing and made a great heap of water up river, leaving the ground safe and dry for all the Israelites to cross. (Draw)


Do you remember when God did another miracle like that?  (Red Sea)   So they entered the desert and left the desert in the same way! Also it was time for the Feast of the Passover - a special holiday that God told them to celebrate every year to remember how He had led them out of Egypt - so they celebrated that too. Then they camped near Jericho and waited to decide what to do.


All the people of Jericho were scared to see so many people - how many Israelites?  (2-3 million) and they had heard of all the miracles God had done for them, so the city was shut up tight.


How do you think the Israelites could fight and win against this great city? They didn’t have many weapons and weren’t trained as soldiers - but they had God.


Did God send angels to fight for them?   No.


Did God send down fire from heaven, as with Sodom?   No.


God told the Israelites to do something very weird - he wanted them to obey without questions! 

3. Object Lesson (indoors or outside)


Now we’re going to do (more or less) what the Israelites had to do. We’re going to imagine that this is the city of Jericho. God told ALL the Israelites (men, women, children and babies) to walk around the outside of the city, but in SILENCE! This happened the 1st day, then again the 2nd day, and every day  for 6 days the Israelites did the same thing. Then on the 7th day, God told them to all walk around it 7 times!! In silence!! Let’s do it.....(walk around 7 times in silence, then all sit down and discuss)    
Remember no-one could speak or complain or ask questions; 3 million people - adults and children - marching around in the hot sun for hours and hours. 


How do you think they felt?   (sweaty and hot, tired, thirsty, frightened, not understanding.....)


What do you think the people of Jericho thought as they watched them?   (that they were crazy)


But the 7th time they marched around, God told them to all shout out loud  and the priests blew their trumpets - let’s do it now.......SHOUT


Then what happened?   The Bible says that the walls of Jericho - those high, strong, thick walls - fell down flat!! It was a miracle of God. The Israelites went on into the city walking straight ahead, they didn’t have to climb over huge piles of rocks and stones and try to fight the enemy - they walked straight in and killed them all except for who?  (Rahab and her family)


Nobody knows how God did it - it seems impossible, but it really happened. That’s exactly what a miracle is - when God does something impossible! But He can do it, because He’s God! Sometimes we have an impossible situation and God wants us to trust Him and obey Him, although other people think it’s stupid and even we don’t understand. But if we believe and trust Him and obey, He can do a miracle!

4. Memory Verse

 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”   Joshua 1:9


Repeat the verse several times using hand motions. Write each word of the text onto a separate piece of paper, one set per team. Mix up the words and give a set to each team. They must arrange the words in the correct order to win, without looking in the Bible. Give 1,000 points to the winning team.

5. Review Quiz

Prepare cards and a list of questions on the stories taught from Creation to Joshua. Number the cards as follows (e.g. 3-B) The children line up in teams behind a starting line, with the youngest in front. Each team in turn, picks a card, which is read out - e.g. 3-B. The “B” signifies the question to be asked, and the “3” signifies the number of paces to be taken. If the team answers correctly, they advance by 3 paces. If they answer incorrectly they must take 3 paces backwards. Points can be given at the end to the winning team. Suggested questions:

1 - A
Who built the Ark for his family and the animals?


(Noah)

3 - B
How did God create the stars?




(with his word)

2 - C
To which 80 year old man did God promise a son?


(Abraham)

1 - D
Why did God destroy Sodom with fire from heaven?

(for its sinful people)

3 - E
Why did Abraham and Isaac go up the mountain?


(to sacrifice to God)

2 - F
How did God create Man?





(from dust/in his 










image)

2 - G
Who was older - Jacob or Esau?




(Esau)

3 - H
To whom did God speak to in dreams?



(Joseph)

3 - I
When Joseph found his brothers after so many years, why wasn’t
(he’d already forgiven 

   
he angry with them?






them)

1 - J
What was the name of the baby who was put in the River Nile?
(Moses)

2 - K
Why did God send plagues on the Egyptians?


(because of their 









disobedience)

1 - L
Where was the Egyptian army destroyed?



(in the Red Sea)

1 - M
What did God give to Moses on the mountain?


(10 commandments)

2 - N
How many plagues did God send on the Egyptians?


(10)

2 - O
Who was leader of the Israelites after Moses?


(Joshua)

3 - P
Which river did the Israelites have to cross to reach Jericho?
(River Jordan)

2 - Q
What did God tell the Israelites to do to capture Jericho?

(walk around it 7 









times...)

3 - R
For how long did the Israelites wander in the desert?

(40 years)

3 - S
Why did the Israelites not kill Rahab?



(because she helped 









the spies and believed









God)

LESSON 7   THE JUDGES - GIDEON, DEBORAH AND SAMSON
1. Welcome

Welcome the children. Give points for new friends and quoting the scripture. Pray.

2. Game


Using the scripture from last week (Joshua 1:9) and the words written on individual pieces of paper, let a representative from each team come forward. Mix up the words for each team, then see who can put them in the correct order first, to earn 1,000 points.

3. Teaching

Remember that the Israelites had finally arrived in the Promised Land - the land that God had promised Abraham for his descendants, hundreds of years before.


What was the first city that the Israelites captured?    (Jericho)  During the following years, they continued to capture all the other cities and towns in Canaan - in all they conquered 31kings! Then they divided up the land between the 12 tribes as God had showed Joshua and they began to live in peace.


At first, the Israelites worshipped God and continued to obey Him, but after many years they forgot about God and began to follow after other gods. When Joshua and his generation (his friends and people of his time) had died, and his sons and their generation had died, many of the Israelites had become bad and no longer served God. So, to punish them, God allowed their enemies to overcome them.


At times, God raised up special people of faith to judge the Israelites and lead them back to God. There are many interesting stories in the Bible about these judges, but today we’re going to imagine that we have three of these judges visiting us to tell their stories. See if you can guess who they are.

4. 1st drama - Gideon  (using someone in costume or a puppet)

Teacher
Hello, we’re very happy you could come today. Please tell us how God spoke to you.

Gideon
I was working one day in the field, when an angel appeared and told me that God had chosen me to lead Israel into victory over our enemies.

Teacher
Were you surprised when he said that?

Gideon
Of course! Because there had been many years of war with our enemies, and I was the youngest in our family, and our family was the weakest in the land and had no 
power or influence with the people.

Teacher
So what did the angel say?

Gideon
He told me that I was going to overcome our enemies! I couldn’t believe it but then God did some miracles to show me His power.

Teacher
Does anyone know yet who our visitor is? His name is Gideon. I remember reading in the Bible, how you put a fleece (sheep’s skin) on the ground all night and in the morning there was dew on the fleece but not on the ground. Then the next morning there was dew on the ground but not on the fleece, just as you had asked God. 

Gideon
Yes, God showed me his power that way, so I put my trust in Him and did everything He 
told me. First I destroyed the altar to Baal (another god) and then I built a new altar to God. Then I told the other Israelites and many of them came with me to fight.


Teacher
Yes, and I remember that God said you had TOO MANY men and to reduce their 


number! 

Gideon
That’s right! I had 32,000 at first, but then I obeyed God and sent away all those who were really afraid. That left 10,000, but then God chose only 300 of them to go with me.

Teacher
Wow!   How many men did the enemy have?

Gideon

We found out at the end, that there were about 125,000!!

Teacher
But that was ridiculous!!   How could you possibly win with so few men? 

Gideon
I have to admit I was scared! But God told us to divide into 3 groups and stand in 3 different places around the enemies’ camp in the middle of the night.

Teacher
What weapons did you have?

Gideon
We didn’t have any weapons!!  Every man had just a trumpet and a pot with a flaming torch inside. When everyone was ready, we broke the pots, blew the trumpets and shouted  out loud!

Teacher
Then what happened?

Gideon
God made the enemy panic - they were so terrified, they started to kill one another! 

Teacher
What a miracle!!  And all because you obeyed God. Thank you Gideon. 

[Gideon leaves]


Discuss the story briefly with the children.

5. 2nd Drama - Deborah
Teacher
Not all the judges were men, one was a lady. Do you know her name? Here she comes now. 



Deborah
Hello. I’m Deborah, Lappidoth’s wife. I’m a prophetess and a judge of Israel.

Teacher
Welcome. I heard that you led the army of Israel to battle once, against the enemy. That’s very rare for a woman!

Deborah
Yes, but I had to do it. God had given me a special word (a prophecy) for Barak, the leader of our army. It said that if Barak obeyed exactly what God said, then he would conquer the enemy. 

Teacher
Did he obey?

Deborah
He was afraid and said he would only believe what I said and go, if I went too!


Teacher
So what did you do? Weren’t you scared?

Deborah
Of course, but I knew I’d heard from God and so I had to go! So we went out against the enemy and fought them and won, just as God said! But God got the glory, not Barak.

Teacher
Well done! How brave of you! Thank you so much for coming and sharing that. 

[Deborah leaves. Discuss the story briefly]

6. 3rd Drama - Samson

Teacher
Our final visitor is a very famous man - see if you can guess who.

[Enter Samson with long hair and eyes closed and colored with black makeup]

Teacher
Welcome, sir. Let me help you; thank you for coming today. Will you tell us your story?

Samson
Of course! I was dedicated to serve God from my birth. He told me never to cut my hair and if I obeyed that, He would give me great strength. It was true - one time a big lion attacked me, but I just tore it to pieces with my bare hands!

Teacher
Wow!! What strength! Does anyone know who our visitor is?  His name is....Samson!

Samson
Our enemies were the Philistines, when God made me judge over Israel, and there are many stories about how I overcame them with my strength and wisdom.

Teacher
But, let me ask you, how then did you become blind?

Samson
Ah, well, I did a stupid thing - I fell in love with a Philistine girl called Delilah...... my, was she beautiful!.......she asked me many times about my strength, but I didn’t want to tell her about my hair. But finally, after she kept on nagging me one day, I gave in and told her my secret. What a fool I was....but God used that so that in the end I killed even more Philistines!

Teacher
Yes, I remember reading about it in the Bible.

Samson
Yes, Delilah told the Philistines, and one night when I was sleeping, she cut my hair! When the Philistines came for me, I was as weak as a kitten and couldn’t fight. They blinded me and put me in prison.

Teacher
So how did you kill so many of them then?

Samson
After a long time, my hair grew again....and my strength came back! One day the Philistines were having a big party in their temple. They wanted to make fun of me, so 
put me in front of everyone in the middle of the temple. I prayed to God and put my hands out to touch the two big pillars, then I pushed with all my might. The two pillars fell down and the whole roof of the temple fell down too!! About 3,000 people were killed altogether.

Teacher
But you were killed too!

Samson
Yes, but in that way, I killed more of the enemy with my death than in my lifetime!

Teacher
What a sacrifice! Thank you, Samson, for telling your story.  [Samson leaves]

7. Discussion

Each judge and each story was different wasn’t it?  Which one did you like best?  Why?

8. Pictures


The children can draw a picture of their favorite story.

LESSON 8   REPENTANCE - DAVID

1. Welcome

Welcome the children and give points for bringing new friends.

2. Teaching

Remember that the Israelites were now living in their own land, Israel. For many years they kept turning away from God and so God sent them judges to teach them and lead them back to God. 


Who can remember the name of one of the judges?  There were Gideon, Deborah, Samson and others. The Israelites often fought against their enemies, and after many years, they wanted a king to lead them as all their neighbors had, and so they asked God for a king. 


First of all, God raised up a very special man to be the last of the judges - his name was Samuel. He was a miracle from his birth, because his mother couldn’t have any children until God answered her prayer and gave her Samuel. She had made a vow to God and so when Samuel was about 4 or 5 years old, she took him to live at the Temple, to serve God. He started to learn about God and when he was still a young boy, he was asleep one night when he heard someone calling him - it was God. God started to speak to him and give him prophecies for Israel. When he was a man, God used him to choose and anoint the first king of Israel.


Who knows the name of the first king?  It was Saul - a tall, handsome young man who was a good soldier. At first he was a good, fair king, but after a few years he began to change - he began to do what he wanted instead of what God wanted. Because he was disobedient, God took his anointing  (His special blessing) from Saul; Saul began to do more bad things and at times, even went crazy. Then God sent Samuel to choose and anoint another young man to be king.


Who knows who that was?   It was David. Now we want to do a drama to help us tell one story about David, because there are many stories about him in the Bible. We need some children to help us:


a tall boy with a robe, crown and armor (cardboard box covered in foil) - King Saul  


a small child carrying a sling, small pieces of dough (not stones!) and lunchbag - David


a child standing on a chair, with big “sword” - Goliath


several others to be David’s brothers and soldiers

3. Drama of David (children act as the narrator reads)


In the country of Israel, when Saul was king, the Philistines attacked the Israelites. Their leader was a giant called Goliath, about 9 feet tall, who wore some huge armor. He challenged Israel every day for 40 days, saying that instead of a battle, he would fight one of their soldiers to decide the war - but no-one was brave enough to fight him, not even Saul. Then a young shepherd boy, called David, arrived to bring food to his brothers in the Israelite army. He heard Goliath shouting curses and David asked: “Why is that heathen cursing the Israelites, God’s chosen people?”


His brothers answered that no-one wanted to fight the giant. The young boy kept asking questions until he was taken to King Saul. David told him: “Don’t worry, I’ll fight the giant”.


The king answered: “How can you? You’re just a boy!”  But David answered that his work was taking care of sheep, and once a lion came, and another time a bear came to kill the sheep, but he killed them both with his own hands because he trusted God would take care of him. He wasn’t afraid to fight this heathen that was cursing God’s people. God would help him beat this giant so that the Israelites could return home and live in peace.


King Saul agreed to let David fight the giant, and even gave him his own royal armor for the battle. But Saul was very tall and David was small, and when David put on the king’s armor, he couldn’t even walk! So David took it off, picked up his slingshot and some small stones and went to meet the giant.


When Goliath saw little David coming towards him, he started to make fun of him. But David said: “You come to me with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, whom you  have defied.” David believed God would help him. He ran towards the giant, and threw a stone with his sling. It hit Goliath in his forehead and he fell to the ground. David ran and standing on the giant, took Goliath’s sword and killed him. So, the Israelites were victorious over the Philistines, and lived in peace for a while. David was a great hero but he gave all the glory to God.

4. Action Songs


e.g. I’m in the Lord’s army......

5. Further Teaching and Discussion


Did God anoint David before or after he killed Goliath?  Before, but the people didn’t know that. It was 15 more years before David became king over all Israel. David was blessed by God, and when he was put at the front in a battle, he always won, because he was obedient to God and God was with him.


He was a good king - he loved and obeyed God, encouraged the people to trust in God. He also moved the Ark (with the commandments and signifying the presence of God) to Jerusalem, his capital. He played the lyre, sang to God and wrote most of the Psalms. He is remembered as Israel’s greatest king.


Did he ever make a mistake?  Yes, one day he committed a terrible sin. He stayed home and rested instead of going with his army to fight, and he saw a beautiful woman bathing and fell in love with her. He wanted to marry her (in those days a man could have several wives)  but she was already married.


Does anyone know the woman’s name?  (Bathsheba)


Who knows what happened next?  He slept with her and she became pregnant. That was the first sin - David committed adultery (remember the 10 commandments?) But then he sinned again.


Does anyone know how?  He decided to kill Bathsheba’s husband, so that he could marry her. David didn’t actually kill him himself, but he arranged for him to be put in the front of the battle alone, and so he was killed by the enemy - but it was all David’s fault. So David and Bathsheba got married and she had a baby boy. David had fooled the people, but he hadn’t fooled God!


One day God sent a prophet to speak to David. Who knows what a prophet is?  It’s someone who hears special messages from God by the Holy Spirit. The prophet told David God knew his secret sins.


If someone does something wrong and later gets caught, what might they say? (You can give examples here if liked.) They often lie, blame someone else or give excuses to try and avoid punishment, but that’s not pleasing to God, because He knows the real truth!


What do you think David said when he realized God knew all about his sins?  No, he didn’t lie or make excuses - he immediately repented and asked God’s forgiveness. He knew he deserved to be punished and accepted God’s punishment whatever it may be. God said that there would always be problems in David’s family and Bathsheba’s baby would die.


All these things came to pass as God had said, but David kept on believing in God and obeying Him, because he loved and trusted God. David knew that if we repent of our sins, God is faithful to forgive us, but still sometimes we have to receive punishment and suffer the results of our sin.  Discuss.

6. Memory Verse

1 John 1:9 - “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”  Prepare sheets of construction paper with the key words written as follows:


CONFESS  (blue)
OUR SINS (black) 
FAITHFUL AND JUST (purple)


FORGIVE (red)

CLEANSE (white)
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (black)


Assign each sheet to a child seated in front of the class, and as the verse is repeated, each child stands up as his/her key word is repeated. Repeat several times with different children.

7. Game - Bible names


Children sit around in a circle and pass a beanbag to music. Every time the music stops, the child with the beanbag must name a Bible character. If he names one already mentioned, he must sit inside the circle. If a child inside the circle is the first to recognize that a child in the circle is repeating a name, he can change places with him to re-enter the game.

LESSON 9   THE PROPHETS - ELIJAH AND ELISHA

1. Welcome


Welcome the children and give points for bringing friends and quoting the memory verse.

2. Teaching

Who can remember the name of Israel’s first king?  (Saul)


Who was their most famous king?
(David)


Can anyone remember what God had told David about his family?  (They would always have trouble).  Well, at first, David’s son, Solomon, reigned after David. He was a good king at first, and God gave him great wisdom. He built a beautiful temple in Jerusalem, to house the Ark of God and for the people to worship and give sacrifices to God. He became very rich and the kingdom grew and prospered under his reign. But later, he built temples to other gods, to please his many wives and the people started to fall away from God. 

Soon the prophecy came to pass and there was jealousy in the family, with brothers fighting and even killing each other in order to become king. Then the country became divided into two parts, each with their own king - the North was called Israel and the South was called Judah. Many years passed and sometimes there were good kings that obeyed God and were faithful, but other times there were bad kings that led the people into idol worship and away from God. Because of this, God sent certain men with special messages for the people and their kings. Do you know what these men were?  (Prophets)


Today we have two very special visitors, who were both prophets at this time, but they looked very different. Here comes the first one, now:

3. Story of Elijah - told by visitor in disguise with long hair, beard, rough robe and bag of “mementos” 

“Hrrrrmph! Good morning - my name’s Elijah and I’m a prophet of God. The Bible tells many stories about me, because God did many miracles through me. I’ve got here a bag with several things to remind me of some of the stories. Maybe you’ve read them and you can remember them too!

1. bread roll  - aha! this reminds me of how God fed me miraculously for many weeks! I had to tell the king that God was judging the people for their wickedness and there would be no rain for years. Of course, the king didn’t like that, so wanted to kill me! God told me to go into the desert, and stay beside a stream, so I had water to drink. But then every morning and every night, God sent ravens (big black birds) to feed me. They brought me bread and meat! I still don’t know where they got it from, but God took care of me like this for a long time. 


2. bottle of oil - yes, I remember....one day the stream in the desert dried up! I prayed and God told me to go to a certain village where a widow lady would give me food. I found her just as God said, but she was about to cook the last little bit of flour and oil she had, to make bread to eat for her and her boy, and then they expected to die for they had no more food or money. Great! But God told me to tell her that if she would give ME the bread first, then she would be able to cook more for herself and her boy!  I felt kinda bad about that - but I had to say what God said. She kindly went ahead and gave the bread to me, and when she went back to the bottle of oil, it wasn’t quite empty after all, and there was still some more flour, so they did get to eat too. Would you believe that every day she went to check the oil and flour, and EVERY DAY there was a bit more, enough to make bread for us all! Because she was obedient, God did a miracle every day so we could eat until the drought was over!

3. photo of a boy - ah here’s a picture of the widow’s little boy - cute isn’t he? Yes, I remember that not long after I went to live with them, the boy got very sick one day and died! How that poor woman cried!! I prayed and God told me the boy would live if I obeyed his word exactly. I wondered how God was going to do THAT, but I’ve learned to trust everything he says. I obeyed and did what he told me - I went in to the boy and laid myself over the boy three times. Do you know what happened?  He came back to life!! I was SO glad, and his momma was SO happy. She truly believed in God after that.

4. matches - hmm! matches....I don’t smoke.....oh yes, these remind me of a very great miracle God did through me. After about 3 years of the drought, God told me to go to the king again and tell him to get together all his priests (who worshipped other gods) and meet with all the people on the top of Mount Carmel. We would have a contest there to prove whose god was most powerful - their gods or my God, and all the people of Israel would know the truth and decide who to worship. We all met there, and made two altars with sacrifices - one for them and one for me. Then they began to pray and cry out to their gods to send fire from heaven to burn up their sacrifice. They danced and shouted all day long, chanted and even cut themselves to get their gods’ attention, but nothing happened. (But you’re not surprised are you?) 

But listen to what God told me to do! I had to pour buckets of water all over my sacrifice and wood, so that it was soaking wet! Have you ever tried to light a fire with wet wood? IMPOSSIBLE! But I prayed to God and believed He would show us all his power. Sure enough, fire came down from heaven and dried up all the water and burnt up the sacrifice, the wood, the altar and even the dirt! ALL the people gave glory to God and turned back to God. What a miracle!

5. umbrella - my last memento reminds me of what happened after that. God told me that it was going to pour hard with rain at last, and so I told the king. Then I climbed the mountain and waited - I figured the king would kill me for sure if it didn‘t happen! My servant went  to look for any clouds that would show the rain was coming, but there was nothing. I sent him back time after time, and sure enough, the seventh time, he saw a little cloud in the sky. Suddenly the clouds grew more and more and blacker and blacker. A great wind came and then a huge rain. God’s word is always true and He’s always faithful!  Not long after that, God told me to call Elisha to follow me and take over my work. He’ll come and tell you about that next. Thank you for hearing my story. God bless you all.”  [Leaves]

4. Action Song

5. Story of Elisha - told by visitor in disguise with “bald head” (stocking over hair),  regular robe and bag.

“Good morning, thank you for inviting me. My name is Elisha, and I was busy working in the fields when Elijah came by and called me to follow him. I watched him do many miracles and learned much about God from him. But later, God used me to do many miracles too, some similar to those of Elijah and others very different. Today I have some mementos to remind me of some different miracles:


1. Elijah’s robe - this was Elijah’s robe. At the end of his life on earth, we had to cross the River Jordan. He lifted up this robe and the waters separated to allow us to cross. God used this robe to demonstrate the power and the spirit that were on Elijah. God had told Elijah that he would be taken up into heaven in the midst of a whirlwind. Elijah asked me what I wanted to receive from him, and I said I wanted a double portion of his spirit. He answered that if I was able to watch him taken up into heaven, then I would know God had given me my desire. 
Do you know what happened? Immediately after, a chariot of fire came and took him up to heaven in a whirlwind and I SAW it with my own eyes! I knew I’d received a double portion of his spirit - when I got to the River Jordan again, I lifted up this robe and the waters separated again for me to cross.  It was a sign for the other prophets in the land that I would continue with Elijah’s work.

2. salt - Who knows what this is?   Yes, it’s salt and it reminds me of when I returned to Jericho - all the town leaders came to me saying that it was a good city, but the water was bad and the land wouldn’t grow crops. I prayed and God told me what to do - I took salt in a new bowl and threw it into the spring of water. It seemed a stupid thing to do, but it healed the water! God did a miracle!

3. flour - Do you know what this is?   It’s flour. There was another time when there was a famine in the land and no food. A lot of visiting prophets came to see me and so I told my servant to cook some stew for them.  He went and found some wild vegetables and made the stew, but when we tasted it we realized it was poisonous! I felt terrible, but prayed and God told me to put flour in the stew!! I obeyed and sure enough, the stew was good and we all ate it  and enjoyed it. God is so good.

4. bread roll - aha! this reminds me of one day when 100 people were staying with me. A man brought 20 loaves of bread like this. I told him to give them to the people to eat, but he said there wouldn’t be enough for everyone. But I obeyed God and insisted that he give them to the people because God had said there would be enough - and sure enough there was! God multiplied that bread so everyone ate and there was some left over!


5. earth - here I have a bag of dirt, earth. It reminds me of a great miracle concerning a man called Naaman. He wasn’t a Jew, but a leader of the army of a neighboring country. He had leprosy - a terrible skin disease - and he’d heard about the miracles done through me. He came for my help. I prayed and sent my servant to tell him what to do. God said he had to bathe seven times in the River Jordan. I think he was offended that I hadn’t seen him myself, but I wasn’t important, only God. Also he didn’t want to bathe in the muddy Jordan! But later, someone said that it was such a simple thing to do, he ought to do it, so he obeyed and bathed seven times in the muddy Jordan. As he came out of the water that last time, his leprosy was completely gone! He was so happy that he wanted to pay me money, but I wouldn’t take it. Then he asked me more about God and asked me for a load of dirt, so that he could take it home and kneel on it to pray when he worshipped God. This great miracle changed the life of a nation’s leader. 

Sometimes when we obey God it seems foolish to others, but miracles can happen when we believe and obey. Thank you for hearing my stories. God bless you.” [Leaves]

6. Memory Verse

2 Peter 1:21b - “.....men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” Repeat the verse several times, then as the children go home, give them a copy of the following to decipher and return next week for points:

MON SPIKO FRIM GAD IS THOY WURI CURROUD ULING BY THO HILY SPAROT  

(2 POTUR 1:21U)

(All the vowels have been changed)   

7. Pictures


Let the children work in groups with large sheets of paper to draw one of the stories and then the others must try to guess the stories.

LESSON 10   FAITH - DANIEL AND THE THREE HEBREWS

1. Welcome

Give welcome and points for bringing new friend, for returning memory verse correctly rewritten, and for reciting memory verse correctly.

2. Teaching

The nation of Israel had been divided into two parts - who can remember the names of the Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom?   (Israel and Judah)


Many years passed, with fighting between the two parts and with their neighbors. Some kings were good, obeyed God and saw God do miracles to help them, but other kings were bad and God allowed their kingdom to suffer because of their wickedness. After about 300 years, a mighty army came and destroyed the city of Jerusalem, including the beautiful temple that Solomon had built. The enemy took away most of the Hebrews (the Jewish people, as they became known) as slaves, especially the leaders, the teachers and important people, and the strong, healthy people. 


Who knows where the Jews were taken?  (Babylon)


Who knows the king that conquered Jerusalem and took away the people? (Nebuchadnezzar)

3. Story of the Fiery Furnace  (with pictures drawn by children)


In the book of Daniel we can read many exciting stories about what happened to the Jews in Babylon. We’re going to tell one of those stories now, with the help of several children who can come up and draw pictures from the story.


One day, King Nebuchadnezzar ordered the people to build a HUGE statue made of gold. It was 90 feet high and 9 feet wide! (a child can draw this on the board)  It was set up where everyone could see it, and a law was made that whenever the people all over the land heard the trumpets and other instruments, they had to fall down and worship the statue. Anyone who DID NOT do this, would be thrown into a fiery furnace!! (another child can draw this)


Do you think this was pleasing to God?  Why not?  (Remember the first two commandments)


How do you think the Jews felt about this?  (Scared, confused...discuss)


Well, there were three Hebrews, called Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, whom the king had put in positions of leadership over the people. These three were determined that they would NOT worship the statue, and so, when everyone else fell down to worship it, everyone saw that THEY didn’t !  The king heard about this and became very angry. He ordered them to be brought to him and told them that if they didn’t worship the idol they would be thrown into the fiery furnace.


They replied that they would NOT worship the idol, and if they were thrown into the fire, God could save them, but even if He didn’t, they would rather die than worship the statue. Nebuchadnezzar became even more angry. (a child can draw this) 


Do you know what he did next?  He heated the furnace up, 7 times hotter!! Then he ordered the guards to tie the arms and legs of the three and throw them into the furnace! The fire was so fierce that the guards who threw them into the furnace were burned up and killed!


What do you think happened to the three Hebrews?  The king thought they were dead, but when he looked into the furnace, he saw four men walking around unharmed - and the fourth man looked like “a son of the gods” ! What a surprise!! Who do you think the fourth person was?  (maybe an angel, maybe even Jesus) (a child can draw this)  King Nebuchadnezzar realized that God was protecting the three men, so he became very scared. He ordered them to be released from the furnace, and they came out.


How do you think they looked?  The Bible says the fire hadn’t harmed them at all - they weren’t burned, their clothed weren’t scorched and they didn’t even smell of smoke! God had done a great miracle because they trusted in Him. Because of their faith, even Nebuchadnezzar and his people gave glory to God and worshipped Him. The king ordered that no-one in the land could say anything against God, because He is God Almighty, and he gave the three Hebrews even better positions in the land.

4. Memory Verse

Hebrews 13:5 -  “......God has said: “I will never leave you nor forsake you”


Divide the children into four groups, 
the first will say “Hebrews 13:5”






   
the second will say “God has said”






   
the third will say “I will never leave you”






   
the fourth will say “nor forsake you”

Start with all the children sitting, and recite the verse several times - as each group says its part, the group must stand up to speak, then sit again. Then assign a different part to each group and repeat several times.  

5. Story of Daniel  (told by puppets - lion and other animal)


Good morning children. Do you know who I am?........I’m not just ANY lion! I’m the grrrrreat, grrrrreeat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat., grrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrrreat, grrrrrreat-grrrrrandson of the lion who wanted to eat Daniel - the Daniel who lived thousands of years ago.  That Daniel is in the Bible, and SO is my grrrrreat, grrrrreeat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat., grrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrrreat, grrrrrreat-grrrandfather!  He was a very special lion because he was chosen to work for King Darius in Babylon. My ancestor was BIG, with sharp teeth and long claws and he took care of the people who disobeyed the king! Yeah, he took care of them RRRRRReal well!! Ha ha!


Well Daniel was an important Jew, and a good friend of the king, although he was really a slave. He worked hard and was very wise, and so the king gave him an important position, which made some other men jealous. They couldn’t find anything wrong with Daniel so decided to trap him.


[other puppet - “uh-oh sounds like trouble to me!”]


They went to the king and convinced him to sign a new law saying that everyone could only pray to King Darius, not to any other man or god, for the next month. The king couldn’t see any problem with this, so signed the law. But the men knew that Daniel was a man of God and would never worship anyone other than God. What do you think the punishment would be for disobeying the law?


[other puppet - “oh no, don’t tell me!”]


Yes, my grrrrreat, grrrrreeat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat., grrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrrreat, grrrrrreat-grrrandfather knew the punishment - and he started licking his lips!! The bad men went to spy on Daniel at his house, and sure enough, they saw Daniel open his window and start praying to God! 


[other puppet - “oh no, he didn’t even do it in secret!”]


They went straight to the king and told him. King Darius was very distressed to hear the news, but had to follow through with his law. He sent for Daniel and said “may your God save you”, and they THREW him into the den of lions!


[other puppet - “oh no, I can’t look, it’s too awful!”]


The king was so sad that he couldn’t eat or sleep for worrying about his friend all night. In the morning, he rushed to the lion’s den and cried out; “Daniel, has your God been able to save you?” Do you know what happened next?


[other puppet - “tell me, tell me quick, pleeeease, I can’t bear it”]


The king heard Daniel say: “Don’t worry, o King, God saved me - I’m still alive”. My grrrrreat, grrrrreeat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat., grrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrreat, grrrrrreat, grrrrrreat-grrrandfather said that it wasn’t HIS fault! He tried to do his job, but as he and the other lions leapt hungrily towards Daniel, an angel appeared and shut his mouth, and the mouths of the other lions. They couldn’t open them all night long - couldn’t roar, couldn’t yawn, and couldn’t EAT anything! In fact they just wanted to sleep!


[other puppet dancing - “YES!! I’m so happy, I’m so glad”]


So the king was happy and let Daniel out of the den, and he didn’t have a scratch on him! Instead, the bad men were thrown into the lions’den and my ancestor got to eat breakfast after all!

6. Discussion

Encourage the children to talk about things that scare them (darkness, storms, dogs etc). Share how God wants to protect us and sends his angels to take care of us, if we trust and obey Him. Share personal testimonies of when God has helped and encouraged you in your life.

LESSON 11 - COURAGE - ESTHER

1. Welcome

Welcome and give points for new friends, and for reciting the memory verse correctly.

2. Teaching

Who can remember the stories from last week that show us that “God will never leave us or forsake us”?  (3 Hebrews and Daniel) They refused to bow down and worship other gods or idols, even if it meant they might die. What faith! What trust in God!  But God was faithful to them too, and He did great miracles to save them. Miracles are things that happen that are unbelievable like that, they can’t be explained! Only God has power to do miracles like that, because He created the world and everything in it; He made the laws of science and so He can change them if He wants to!


But sometimes there is a terrible situation that is suddenly changed, not by a miracle, but because God answers the prayers of those who trust Him. There’s another story about when the Jews were in captivity in Babylon, and a terrible situation was changed because of prayers and the faith of one Jewish girl. Does anyone know who she was? Her name was Esther. While the story is told, we need some children to help us act some parts.

3. Drama of Esther

Needs:
Esther - beautiful queen (with veil, crown, jewels and lipstick)



King Xerxes - her husband (with crown, robe and golden scepter)



Mordecai - her cousin, a Jew (with towel over his head as prayer shawl)



Haman - wicked man (with black cape)  


“About 400 years before the birth of Jesus, many Jews were living in Babylon and the land ruled by that king. King Xerxes ruled all the land that stretched from India to Egypt, and he wanted a beautiful wife, who would obey him and be a good example to the other women in the country.  All the beautiful women came to his palace so that he could choose the best one.


Mordecai was a Jew and a faithful man, and he had a cousin named Esther. She was an orphan, but she was very pretty, so she went to the palace too. She was chosen with a few others to go and live in the palace for a whole year to prepare herself before she went in to see the king! She bathed in perfumes and was given beauty treatments and all kinds of special things, until one day she went to see the king. When he saw her, King Xerxes fell in love with her and chose her to be his queen. But he didn’t know that she was a Jew.


One day while he was sitting in the gateway of the city, Mordecai overheard a plot to overthrow the king. he told Esther, and she told the king. He arrested the bad men and then it was all written down in the court records. Now Haman was a leader of the city, and everyone had to kneel down to him when he passed.


Guess what Mordecai thought about that!  He was a good Jew and he refused to kneel down in front of a man. He only worshipped God. Of course this made Haman angry, and so he went to the king and asked him to sign a proclamation against those people who disobeyed the law. The king agreed and let Haman write the proclamation and even gave him the royal ring to seal it as law.


Guess what Haman wrote! He didn’t just write a punishment against Mordecai, but against all the Jews! He wrote that on a certain day, all the people in the land should rise up against all the Jews and kill them! The proclamation was translated into many languages and sent over the whole land!


When Mordecai heard this, how do you think he felt? He felt TERRIBLE because it was HIS fault!! He wanted to obey God and not bow down to another, but he didn’t want all his people to be killed!! As the people heard the news they began to cry out and pray to God. It seemed that the whole Jewish race - ALL the descendants of Abraham were going to be destroyed because of their faith!


Mordecai sent word to Esther explaining what had happened and asking her to go to her husband and plead for the lives of her people. But it wasn’t as simple as that! Esther sent a message back saying that there was a law that if anyone went to speak to the king without permission, he or she would be put to death! The only way his life would be spared was if the king held out to him the golden scepter and invited him to speak. The law even applied to the king’s own wife! Imagine that!! His wife couldn’t even speak to her husband unless he sent for her first! Esther would be risking her life to go to the king! Remember what kind of wife the king had wanted? - an obedient, law-abiding wife!


Mordecai wrote back that he believed Esther had been chosen as queen by God, so that she could save her people. If she didn’t, God would send help in some other way, but she would not be saved. Esther decided to trust God. She asked that all the Jews in the city fast and pray for her for three days, and then she would do it, whether she had to die or not. 


After the three days, Esther went to the king. God gave her grace and King Xerxes held out the scepter to her. She then invited the king to a banquet, along with Haman. At the banquet , the king asked her what she wanted - she said she would tell him the next night at another banquet. (She wanted him to be in a good mood, I think!) By then, Haman was full of pride because of being invited to eat twice with the king and queen! He decided to kill Mordecai and had a gallows built to hang him. (Explain)


That same night the king couldn’t sleep and so got up and went to read the history books (records of what had happened in the court). There he found the story of how Mordecai has saved his life when he discovered the plot against the king. When Haman arrived at the palace in the morning, the king asked him: “What should be done for the man the king wants to honor”. 


Who do you think Haman thought the king was talking about?  Yes, himself, Haman! So he answered: “Let him wear the royal robes and ride the royal horse and be led through the city proclaiming that he is honored by the king!” So the king told Haman to give the robes and horse to Mordecai so that Haman could lead Mordecai through the streets in this way!  Imagine how Haman felt!! This made him feel even MORE angry! 


At the banquet that night, Esther begged for the lives of herself and her people. The king didn’t understand until she explained to him that she was a Jew and Haman had written a proclamation for all the Jews to be killed. The king ordered that Haman be hanged immediately, then because he couldn’t change the first law, he wrote a new law. It said that on the appointed day, the Jews could defend themselves and fight anyone that attacked them. All the Jews rejoiced when they heard that, and Mordecai was given Haman’s position in the court, and became a good ruler.”


So the whole terrible situation turned around for good because of prayer and fasting and faith.

4. Bible Verse Race

For the memory verse this week, prepare the following to be given to each team and completed. They must look up the verses in the Bible and fill in the blanks. The first team to complete the verse correctly wins 1,000 points. Then all repeat the verse several times and learn it for next week.

    (Psalm 23:1)



               (Psalm 56:11)

_____     _______    IS  MY  HELPER;  I   ______   _____   ___    __________ .



(Psalm 118:6)

_______    _____   _____    ____    ____   ____ ?    
 (At end tell them this verse is Hebrews 13:6)

5. Action Song
6. True Testimony


God continues to do miracles today to protect his people. This is a true testimony, written with permission, from Chattra Tamang, who is a Christian who ministers in Northern India.


“Chattra was preaching in the Himalayas, the very high mountains in the north of India, where there are very few Christians. Many of the people there worship other spirits or are Buddhists, who believe that if they suffer a lot and don’t enjoy themselves in this life, they will go to heaven after they die.


One day, when Chattra was with some friends in a house in the mountains, a Buddhist priest came to see him. He had brought a letter written by his father who had died recently. His father had also been a priest, who had always persecuted Chattra and caused him trouble. But Chattra always prayed that God would anoint him to preach to the priests so they, too, could be saved.


The letter began with: “Dear Chattra, I bless you in the Name of the Powerful God who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Chattra was very surprised to read that! It continued: “In all my life of 98 years, I’ve never known anyone like you. Every time we met, you had such patience yet you were very strong in your faith. You were humble, but never afraid to face the consequences of what you believed.  But all of us Buddhist priests felt you were a great threat to our religion. Now, on my deathbed, I wish I could take your hand and beg your forgiveness.”


The priest  (his son) said to Chattra: “I have the responsibility of fulfilling my father’s last wish. I’m ready to tell you what my father wanted to say, but I, myself, don’t believe any of this.” He proceeded to tell many stories of Chattra’s life when he testified to the Buddhist priests - including once when he was teaching some children to read the Bible and the priests threatened to cut out his tongue! At the end, he said: “my father asked your forgiveness for all these things”.


Chattra answered him: “By reading this letter, I’m convinced that your father received Jesus Christ as his Savior before he died. Tell me how it happened.”


The priest continued: “Yes, the priests chose him to do something very bad. His job was to put a spirit of destruction in you to make you go mad and to destroy you. He wanted you to kill yourself. My father believed it was a great privilege to be given this mission.”


Chattra had been born into a Buddhist family and had seen demons put into people’s lives to make them crazy, and so he understood what the priest meant.


The priest went on: “So my father fasted for many days. He called on the angel of death to help, but nothing happened. He spent many days in the cemetery in the mountains, cutting his body and sacrificing his blood to the mountain gods. But still nothing happened. He became very angry, so one day invited you to eat at our house. He hated you so much by this time, that he poisoned your food. We all knew that no-one could possibly live after eating that food. But before eating, you began to pray in a loud voice, asking God to purify and bless the food. You prayed and asked the angels to come and protect everyone.


My father had never seen anyone pray like this before. You ate the food, but nothing happened!! Suddenly my father became frightened. He became sick and asked you to leave. He was ill for a long time and seemed like a crazy man. Something was tormenting him. Many months went by before he got better. My father was a great man and could play with demons and make them do terrible things. But after all that, he was completely broken up about you. At last he told us “There is a spirit in Chattra that is much stronger than all the other spirits I’ve seen. This spirit will never be put under the power of another. This spirit has made Chattra a strong man, like a powerful warrior. We can never overcome him while he has this spirit.”


Again my father became ill. He was very quiet and ate nothing. At last he cried out loud: “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, the only Savior, the only God”. A spirit of oppression left the room and my father said: “Jesus is the Savior of the world. Yes, Chattra is right. Now Jesus is my Savior, my Lord.” Then my father wrote this letter and  told me to come here, and then he died.” The priest left.”


(Talk about this story, which is true.)

7. Game  (Snakes and Ladders)


Prepare a posterboard with about 60 squares, numbered from 1 to 60, and with snakes and ladders connecting different numbers. Prepare about 30 or 40 questions based on the stories from the previous lessons. Let the youngest members of each team throw the dice for their team, and provide a colored marker for each team. As the teams throw the dice and move the markers, each time a team arrives at the base of a ladder or head of a snake, they must answer a question. If the answer is correct, they may climb the ladder or avoid the snake, but if incorrect, they must avoid the ladder or go down the snake. The first team to win earns 5,000 points.

LESSON 12 - PROPHECY

1.  Welcome

Welcome and give points for bringing new friends, and for reciting correctly the memory verse.

2. Object Lessons

We’re going to start with some puzzles and a riddle. See if you can guess this riddle:


Who am I?  --  
I live in a house





I eat vegetables





I love the water





I like to climb but I can’t jump





I only have one foot





Who am I?


The answer is a sea-snail (show a snail’s shell). At first it doesn’t seem that this could be the answer from the clues that were given, because we’re picturing something else in our minds. But this mollusk, this sea-snail, does fit all the clues - it has a shell, eats plants, lives in the sea. It can move and climb up on rocks, and the part of its body that moves is called the foot!


Now we’re going to look at some pictures and see if you can guess what they are. (Show, one by one, the first picture in each pair, and then after the children have guessed, reveal the second picture) 



1) What’s this?  A sad man or a man sleeping?


     No, it’s a vase, seen from above!


2) What’s this?  Some kind of alarm clock?


     No, it’s an elephant, seen from behind!


3) What’s this?  A giraffe’s neck or rocks in a stream?


     No, it’s a bear climbing a tree!


4) What’s this?  You don’t know?


     It’s easy - it’s a Mexican riding a donkey!

3. Teaching

The first pictures we saw were clues to tell us the truth, but even with clues sometimes it’s hard to recognize the truth. Sometimes we have our own ideas about a situation from what we’ve already heard and we don’t want to accept the truth. Many people have been hurt by rumors because someone found out some things and presumed a situation which was not true. (Share examples)


It is the same with prophecy. Many times in the Bible, God gave men visions or words about the future. He gave these prophecies to warn and prepare
His people. Sometimes they couldn’t understand or didn’t want to accept the situation when it came - but it always happened just as God said.


Can you think of any prophecies in the Old Testament stories we’ve learned?  (Abraham was promised a son; Elijah prophesied no rain for years; Joseph saw in a dream that he would lead his family - his brothers tried to prevent the prophecy from coming to pass, but some 20 years later it did.) Remember what we learned at the beginning; that God’s WORD has power and when He speaks, it happens!

4. Review with Names on Board (ask children to write the underlined names on the board)
  


We know that right from the very beginning it was God’s plan to send  His Son, Jesus, to save the world. Remember that Adam and Eve were created in the image of God, but they also had free will. They weren’t “puppets”, but they could do as they pleased. God wanted them to love and obey Him, but he knew they could disobey and sin if they wanted too - He even knew they WOULD sin! So he made a plan to send Jesus to give His life and be the sacrifice so that men and women (and children) could be saved and forgiven and restored to a perfect relationship with God again.


God began by choosing a faithful man to be the “father” of a special nation. Who? Abraham. It would be a “special” nation, not because the people were “special” or “better”, but because God had a special purpose for this nation. God began to multiply Abraham’s descendents, and spoke with and guided the leaders of each generation - Isaac, Jacob/Israel, Joseph. Then when the people had multiplied to become a nation, the Israelites, God raised up a special man to whom He spoke and gave some basic laws so that the people could begin to understand sin and its punishment. Who was that? Moses.

God led His people back to their own land, as He had prophesied to Abraham, and the people were told how to live in their land and obey God. Who told them that? Joshua. Then, because the people began to go away from God, he sent them judges like Gideon, Deborah, Samson and Samuel. Then God gave them kings - who? Saul, David, and Solomon. They taught the people more about praise and worship, and wrote psalms and proverbs that would be passed down through the generations to help the people understand God’s mercy and love. 


When the people began to turn away from God again, He sent prophets to warn them and correct them - like who? Elijah and Elisha. God sent many other prophets also, to warn them about being taken away to Babylon as punishment for their wickedness.  But He also gave them prophecies to encourage them that if they repented and obeyed God, He would bless them again and they would return to live in  their own land again.

5. Prophecies about Jesus

Also God began to give His people prophecies about a Messiah, a Savior who would come with a new kingdom, which would last forever. His people had been prepared and were ready to receive the next part of the plan - Jesus. Because the Jewish people had learned and understood more about God, they should be able to accept Jesus as their Messiah. Let’s read about some of these prophecies, that were given 500 or even 1,000 years before Jesus was born. They were “clues” so that the people would recognize Jesus when he came to the earth.

Micah 5:2,4  
a ruler shall come from Bethlehem, whose greatness will reach the ends of the earth - fulfilled in Matthew 2:1


Isaiah 7:14 
he will be born of a virgin - fulfilled in Matthew 1:18


Isaiah 53:3
he will be rejected by the Jews - fulfilled in John 1:11


Zechariah 9:9
he will come as a king riding on a donkey - fulfilled in John 12:13,14


Psalm 22:16
his hands and feet will be pierced - fulfilled in John 20:25,27


Psalm 16:10
he will be resurrected - fulfilled in Luke 24:6,7

But remember what we said about clues, and how sometimes we can get the wrong idea and be expecting something different? The Jews had studied the scriptures and the prophecies about the Messiah for hundreds of years. By the time that Jesus was to be born, the land of Israel had been conquered by different countries several times. The Romans, from Italy, were very strict and had a strong army. The Jews wanted to be free and prayed a lot to God. They expected the Messiah to be a great king, a warrior like David. who would come and set them free from the Romans.  


But what was Jesus like? He was a poor man, the son of a carpenter, a man of peace, love and humility, a teacher who spent time with sick people and children! Yet we know that the clues were true; Jesus is the Messiah - he’s the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and he came to set everyone free from sin and fear of death (not just to set the Jews free from the Romans!). So many of the Jews couldn’t recognize him or accept him as the Messiah, because he didn’t fit the picture they already had. But the people who trusted in God and were seeking the whole truth did accept him.


Also we will learn that Jesus, also was a prophet, who told us about things that will still come to pass in the future. He told us of the last days and that one day he will come back to take all the believers with him to live in heaven forever! We may not understand it all, but we KNOW it will come to pass.

6. Action Songs

e.g. He is the King of Kings etc.  

7. True Testimony

This is a true story to show how God still gives prophecies today to guide and help his people.


“A group of American missionaries went to China to take boxes of Chinese bibles to the Christians there. It is against the law to take bibles into the country, but there are thousands of Christians there that do not have a bible, even some churches that don’t have even one bible! These Americans were able to get the bibles through Customs and went to a hotel in a big city. They had been told that at a certain time, they would meet a contact in the park. He would tell them a special password (in English) and then they could trust him and give him the bibles. 


The Americans left the bibles in the hotel and went to the park. They waited and waited, but no-one came to them. After about two hours, they went and sat down inside the park to pray and ask God what to do. After a while, one of them noticed a group of three Chinese peasants, very tired and dirty, sitting under a tree. The American felt he should go and offer them some water. As he reached them, they looked up at him and one of them said the password! The American was very excited - they must be the contacts! He waved the other Americans over, and with the little bit of the language that they knew, they began to speak with the peasants. They heard an amazing story!


They were very poor peasants from the northernmost part of China, and had heard about Jesus several years before, and had received Him as their Savior. They had continued to meet together to pray and worship God, but none of them had a bible, so they could not learn more about God. How they prayed and prayed for a bible!


One night, the Lord spoke to each of them with the same dream. He said: “I’m going to send you bibles for all the people. They will come by white men from a far-off country. In two years time, on this date, you must meet them in the park in the city of _________,  and when you  see them, you must tell them this password........ (it was the password in English, which of course they couldn’t understand).”


When the three found out that they had each heard the same message from God, they were so excited. But they were so poor, and would have to leave their families for many months to be able to walk to that city, which was so far away in the South. They worked very hard for almost two years, so there would be enough food for their families while they were gone. They had left their homes 3 months before, and had walked across great mountains, gone through dangerous jungles and crossed swollen rivers to get to the city.


Their shoes were worn out, and their clothes were in rags. Their food had run out, and they hadn’t eaten for many days. They had brought a bag of watermelons to give in exchange for the bibles, but in spite of their hunger, had refused to eat them. Finally they had arrived in the park on the right day and sat  down under the tree to wait on God. They didn’t know what else to do and it was too dangerous to ask people as it was against the law to have bibles. When the American came up and offered them water, they knew in their spirit that he was the one sent by God. God’s word is always true!


The Americans were touched in their hearts, and they took the peasants back to their hotel to bathe and rest. They all ate a good meal and praised God together. Then the Americans gave them some of their own clothes and shoes, that fit perfectly! They gave them the bibles and some money to help them on their journey back home, and then they all prayed together. The peasants left joyfully to start the long journey home.


Every day the Americans prayed for the three peasants, even after returning to the United States. Finally one day, many weeks later, the Lord told them that they no longer had to pray for the peasants because they had made it home safely.”  (Discuss this story and how God still prophecies today)

8. Game  (Who am I?)


Choose one child at a time to leave the room and have the name of a Bible character pinned to his back. When he comes in, he must guess which name it is, by asking questions that the others answer only with  “yes” or “no”. (Can be played in teams for points)    

Pictures for object lesson

