A fascinating story of simple Bible math

The story of how Abraham sent his servant to choose a wife for his son, Isaac, is a fairly simple story found in Genesis 24. Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a girl who worshipped other gods, so he sent his servant with gifts and 10 camels back to where some of Abraham’s family still lived in order to find a young girl. According to the map, he had to travel about 400 miles so it must have taken many weeks. When he reached the edge of the town in the evening, he prayed for guidance as truly it was a huge responsibility and he did not want to make a mistake! He decided to ask for a drink of water from a girl at the well, and if she offered to also give water to his camels that would be a sign she was the right one. Of course the story goes on to say how Rebekah did just that and later went back with him to marry Isaac.

As I was reading this I thought “I wonder how much a camel drinks?” With some quick help from the Internet I learned that one camel can drink 30 gallons of water in 10 minutes and normally drinks 30-50 gals at the time!! I quickly did the math in my head and realized the amazing truth – to give water to TEN thirsty camels the poor girl would need to fetch at least 30x10 = 300 gals water from the well!! Now on our little farm I carry buckets of water every day for the chickens and goats, and I know how heavy a 5 gal bucket full of water is! A gallon of water weighs about 5lbs (2 kg), so five gals weighs about 25lbs (10 kg). 
[image: image1.wmf]In order to water all ten camels with even 300 gals of water, how many trips would Rebekah have had to make with a 5 gal bucket? The answer is 300 divided by 5 = 60 trips to and from the well!!! Even if the camels were right beside the well, she had to get the bucket of water up out of the well so it probably took her at least 5 minutes each time – so do you know how long it would have taken her for 60 trips? The answer is FIVE HOURS – a LOT of hard work well into the night, and all for a total stranger!! Now the servant didn’t ASK Rebekah to do this, he just asked for a cup of water – she OFFERED to water his camels (and I’m sure she realized it was going to be a lot of hard work!)
What the servant used as a test to find the right young lady for Isaac, was actually almost impossible – who would EVER offer to do all that for a stranger? Yet, Rebekah did, and that shows us what a very special, kind and hard-working girl she was – in fact just the RIGHT bride for Isaac! If we would just take a little more time to think about every word in a Bible story and imagine the situation, we often find the story is even MORE amazing than ever! 
