Easter Marathon Bible Game

This is a fun game that is perfect for either a small family group of children or a large group such as at a camp or special meeting, and can be played outside in a large area giving the children plenty of opportunity to burn off energy! The questions and clues can be focused on a particular theme and the example is given of an Easter marathon.

1 - Children are divided into pairs (one older child with a younger child to be responsible for) and given a piece of paper and pencil to write down the answers

2 - Around the area are 5-6 "stations" each with a card with several multiple choice questions written clearly on it. (Someone dressed as a suitable bible character could be at each station if a large number of children are playing)

3 - At the start, a clue is read out to all the children, directing them to the first station. Then at each station once they have written down their answers to the questions, they are given a clue directing them to the next station. (Clues can simply be like "the next station is near the gate" or "find the next station near a big tree")

4 - Once all the stations have been visited and the answers written down, the children must go to the Finish point and hand in their paper. After all the answers have been checked and points awarded, go through all the questions explaining the correct answers to all the children (to remind them of the real Easter story) and then the winners can be announced. (Points can be given for each correct answer as well as to the first teams arriving at the finish)

Here is an example of the questions for an Easter Marathon:

1st station (with person in Jewish robe)

1) When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, the crowd cheered him and waved what?


a) flags


b) palm branches


c) flowers

2) Jesus and his disciples had a special meal to celebrate which Jewish feast?

a) Holy Communion


b) Pentecost


c) Passover

3) During the meal Jesus did something strange - he went up to each of the disciples and did what?


a) washed their feet


b) washed their hands


c) combed their hair

4) Which parts of the Last Supper meal did Jesus use to help us to remember him?


a) lamb's meat and wine


b) bread and water


c) bread and wine

2nd station (with disciple)


1) Where was the Garden of Gethsemane?


a) by the Sea of Galilee


b) on the Mount of Olives


c) by the Dead Sea

2) While Jesus prayed there, what did the disciples do?


a) they kept watch


b) they built a fire to keep warm


c) they slept

3) What did Jesus pray in the Garden of Gethsemane?


a) the Lord's prayer

b) that he would not have to go through with the plan unless it was truly God's will


c) that God would send angels to save him

4) Who betrayed Jesus and led soldiers to arrest him?


a) Judas


b) Judah


c) Peter

3rd station (with Jewish priest or King Herod)

1) Jesus was taken before the High Priest, Pilate and King Herod, but who finally agreed to crucify him as the crowd demanded?


a) Pilate


b) Caesar


c) King Herod

2) Who was recognized as a disciple of Jesus but denied it three times?


a) Judas


b) Peter


c) John

3) What happened to Jesus before he was taken to be crucified?


a) he was given his last supper


b) he was beaten and tortured with fire


c) he was beaten and made to wear a robe and crown of thorns

4)  How did Jesus get to the hill outside the city where he was crucified?


a) he had to walk, carrying the wood for the cross


b) he was led on a donkey


c) he was dressed as a king and taken in a cart while the people stoned him

4th station (with Roman soldier)

1) How was Jesus crucified?


a) they tied him to a cross with rope


b) they put nails in his hands and feet


c) he had to stand on a ledge and hold on or fall off

2) Who was crucified with Jesus?


a) Peter and John


b) Judas


c) two thieves

3) How long was Jesus on the Cross?


a) 3 days and 3 nights


b) about 6 hours


c) 3 hours

4) What was written on the sign over Jesus?

a) This is Jesus the King of the Jews

b) Jesus the Messiah


c) he called himself King of the Jews

5) How did Jesus die?


a) a soldier pierced him in the chest with a spear


b) he starved to death


c) he gave up his spirit
5th station (with angel)
1) Who took Jesus' body off the Cross?


a) Joseph of Arimathea, a friend of Jesus


b) Mary and the disciples


c) the Roman soldiers

2) Where was Jesus' body placed?

a) in the room of the Last Supper


b) in a grave alongside two thieves


c) in a new tomb in a nearby garden

3) How was the tomb protected?


a) by two of the disciples


b) with a sealed stone and a guard


c) by an angel

4) What was found on the day after the Sabbath? 

a) the tomb was completely empty


b) the tomb had been blown open by an explosion


c) Jesus' body was gone leaving just the grave clothes

5) Where did Jesus go?


a) he went straight to heaven


b) he went and preached in the temple to show everyone he was alive


c) he appeared and spoke to his disciples in several places around the land  

6) How did Jesus get to Heaven?


a) in a chariot of fire


b) he went up into the clouds from the Mount of Olives as his disciples watched


c) God took him as he was walking along with his disciples
Answers:

1st station - 1:b); 2:c); 3:a); 4:c)

2nd station - 1:b); 2:c); 3:b); 4:a)
3rd station - 1:a); 2:b); 3:c); 4:a)

4th station - 1:b); 2:c); 3:b); 4:a); 5:c)

5th station - 1:a); 2:c); 3:b); 4:c); 5:c); 6:b)
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