Monthly message for kids #27 – Don't worship idols

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Last month we began to look at the Ten Commandments, which are the basic laws that God gave His people to follow if we want to worship and obey Him. Exodus 20:4 continues: “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them..." (NIV)   

I have seen many pictures of beautiful temples and religious shrines that are found in various countries around the world. The buildings are often magnificent and incredibly ornate, especially in places like Asia, and it would be wonderful to visit them. However we must remember that for most of the people who do so, they visit to WORSHIP the many gods that are depicted by the statues. It can be argued that the statues only "represent" the gods - such as this well-known idol of the Hindu elephant god of success, Ganesha. But whether they are carved by ancient Indian artists or built from straw by a family behind their house, as I've seen in West Africa, they are still just images made by man.

There is an ancient story told in Jewish families about Abraham as a young boy. It says that he was left alone in his father's shop one day, where there were many different idols made of wood and stone. When his father returned, he found that all of the idols had been smashed and broken, leaving just one large idol intact. He called his son and asked him what had happened. Abram told his father that the surviving idol had destroyed all the others. Abram's father replied the idol had no power to do this because it was only a statue - which proved the point that to worship idols is foolish! This story is not found in the Bible and may well not be true - but its lesson is still valid! 

Our Heavenly Father, who created the universe, is far greater than anything we could ever picture or imagine. When we understand that, it would be pointless to try to draw a picture or make a statue of Him! Yes, He sent Jesus to this earth so that we may better understand God and His plan for us; and Jesus was a man, whom many have tried to draw or depict. But through the Bible we come to see that even Jesus is far greater than just could be seen in his earthly body. Through the Holy Spirit we can come to God and worship Him anywhere and at any time! We do not need a picture or statue to "help" us - we worship because of FAITH and believing God's Word. John 4:23-24: "But the time is coming and is already here, when by the power of God's Spirit people will worship the Father as he really is, offering him the true worship that he wants. God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can people worship him as he really is." (Good News Translation)
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