Monthly message for kids #36 – The spirit of giving 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

"For God so loved the world that He GAVE...." Most Christians are very familiar with this Bible passage in John 3:16, which tells why God sent His only son Jesus into the world. We celebrate Christmas as an annual reminder of how Jesus was born into this world in the poorest and most humble circumstances. Hardly anyone knew or paid attention to him, and as he grew up, he continued to live his life faithfully and humbly serving God. He simply focused on fulfilling the plan that God had for his life, and even though crowds followed him, he DIDN'T go around performing miracles to attract attention or seek to be famous. He often slipped away to pray alone, and ended his life on earth dying on a dump ground outside the city - YET JESUS CHANGED THE WORLD FOREVER!

Today, over 2,000 years later, we see MANY people trying to change the world! Politicians, movie stars and great leaders promote their views through books and on television and the Internet all over the world. There are so many famous faces and names that are known world-wide, and millions of dollars are spent as they try to achieve their goals. It seems that EVERYONE wants to be famous! 


But then we read what Jesus tells us in John 5:44 "You like to receive praise from one another, but you do not try to win praise from the one who alone is God; how, then, can you believe me?" (Good News Translation). Jesus' life and his teachings show us that GOD'S way is very different. It's not about what we GET but what we GIVE! He first gave to us His son Jesus Christ, when we were still sinners, still unaware of His love, still without hope of knowing real love and the true meaning of life. Now, as Christians, we should seek to act just like Jesus and follow our Heavenly Father's example and do it in a quiet, humble way - not to boast or draw attention to ourselves.
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As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let's do that by truly embracing the spirit of giving - but I'm not talking about buying expensive gifts to give to those we care about! Instead, let's think of simple, thoughtful little ways that we can give to and bless others. A child can offer to help with chores to relieve the burden on his overworked mother at this busy time; a group of friends can choose to not exchange gifts as usual but instead give gifts to orphans or a poor family; a family could decide to celebrate with a simpler meal and instead cook lots more of it to share with lonely neighbors.....Just pray and ask Jesus to give you an idea of something YOU can do this Christmas. I promise you that you will not only bring joy to others, but also to God - and as a result you will feel blessed too and filled with the Spirit of Giving! 
