Monthly message for kids #37 – Be like the Wise Men
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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In some countries around the world, the Christmas celebrations last well into January. In many Latin American countries January 6th is known as the Day of the Kings or Wise Men, and in many traditional churches it is also called Epiphany. It celebrates when the Magi or Wise Men arrived after a long journey and worshipped the Baby Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. We can read this fascinating story in Matthew 2. We do not know exactly when the Wise Men finally found Mary, Joseph and Jesus - possibly soon after he was born, but more likely it was some weeks or even months later. But we DO know that it happened, because as a result of their inquiries at the palace in Jerusalem (where they expected to find the newborn king), King Herod sent his soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all the baby boys there under the age of 2 years. We read that God warned Joseph in a dream and he was able to run away with Mary and the baby before the soldiers arrived.

If we take time to really think about this part of the story, we can learn much about faith. The Wise Men were from a country far away to the East, and they studied and understood the stars in the night sky. When they saw that unusual star specially created by God, they KNEW it foretold of a very special king being born. They wanted so much to see him and worship him, that they left their homes, bought special expensive gifts, and then spent MONTHS traveling westward, following the star until they finally arrived where Jesus was. Imagine traveling through the hot, dry desert for months and months being at risk of dying of thirst for lack of water - maybe wondering if it was really worth it! Perhaps they were hit by sand storms or were afraid of robbers stealing their gifts; they may have had some very dangerous moments along the way - but all the time they held onto the belief that they WOULD one day meet this special child! They believed it was very important that they meet and worship him and so they were willing to go through whatever problems and difficulties came. 


Jesus came to earth so that WE could meet him and get to know and worship him too! Sometimes, as we are trying to do that, bad things happen to us or we go through times of sadness or problems; but if we keep our faith in God, just like the Wise Men on their journey, He WILL continue to guide us and protect us and bring us to that wonderful special place He has planned for us! 

