Monthly message for kids #38 – Be an overcomer
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Do you ever find yourself thinking or even saying: "It's not fair!"? Of course we all do at times, but maybe your mum or dad replied with "Well, tough, that's life!" ......That really doesn't help - but it is certainly true! "Bad" people sometimes do get away with doing bad things and seem to avoid punishment. THAT certainly isn't fair - yet we read in Proverbs 24:19 "Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of the wicked". The next verse goes on to tell us why: "for the evil man has no future hope.." The Bible tells us that on Judgment Day, God will hold everyone accountable for what we have done, said, and even thought - and he will reward or punish us accordingly.


But also sometimes bad things do happen to "good" people - which also seems unfair, and it is certainly hard to understand. Why does God not prevent this? In a way, our Heavenly Father also answers us by saying: 'Well, that's life!" Again we have to turn to the Bible and trust what God tells us in His Word: Romans 5:3-4 "We are glad for our troubles also. We know that troubles help us learn not to give up. When we have learned not to give up, it shows we have stood the test. When we have stood the test, it gives us hope." (New Life Version)  
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As hard times come and bad things happen, we can go through life feeling always that life is unfair; that people are mean to us; that we never have any choice; or that there is no hope. We might even feel that God doesn't care about us because He doesn't seem to help us. Sadly these thoughts and feelings lead to hopelessness and being self-centered. Often such people come to EXPECT bad things and even if someone says or does something kind for them, it is often somehow misunderstood and twisted around to be thought of as bad.


But if we turn to the Bible when bad things happen and life seems unfair, we can find encouragement to hold on and believe that our Heavenly Father will guide us through it. We must remember that for now God still allows Satan to roam around the earth and people to make bad choices that are wrong and hurt others. But it will not be forever - there WILL be a time of judgment and everything will be "put right"! Hardship and troubles are not things we should be afraid of - just reasons for us to draw even closer to Jesus, and seek his guidance to get through them! And as we overcome them, we find that we learn patience, become stronger and have even more hope!
