[image: image1.jpg]


 Monthly message for kids #40 – The power of the crowd
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Reading through the Gospel accounts of the week leading up to Jesus' death and resurrection (Holy Week), we discover an important lesson. People had come from all over the country to celebrate the Feast of Passover in Jerusalem, and we read at the end of John 11 that many were also looking out for Jesus as he had become famous because of his teaching and miracles. Also, it was only a short time since Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead - and the news of that great miracle had spread quickly all over the region. On Palm Sunday (just one week before Easter) Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and was greeted by a "great crowd" of people who shouted "Hosanna" and "Blessed is the King of Israel", and waved palm branches. (John 12:12-13). Nowadays with reports on television showing crowds of people trying to see the Pope or even a famous movie star, we can easily picture the scene! What a wonderful, exciting and joyful occasion for Jesus and his followers!

Yet we read on that just a few days later, even when the Roman governor, Pilate, could not find Jesus guilty of any crime, the crowd of people shouted and demanded that Jesus be crucified! (Luke 23:23) They were so insistent that even the governor gave in to them! What power there is when people unite together in a crowd! Yet that power can be either for good or evil! This is a very important point for us all to consider - but especially so for children and young people. 


I very rarely go to the movies (by that I mean once every 5 years or so!), but last week I went to see a new Christian movie called "God's not dead". It is an excellent movie with a great salvation message and it is full of encouragement for believers. Its main character is a young student at university who challenges his professor's statement that "God is dead" - the young man is the only one to stand up and challenge the professor among a class of about 80. It is not easy for him to do and even most of his friends advise against it, encouraging him to compromise. But he knows in his heart that he cannot sign to agree with the statement. Standing on our principles alone against everyone around us is not easy for anyone - and in some circumstances, it could cost us real hurt or even our life!


But Jesus warned us of such difficult temptations to follow the crowd - "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." (Matthew 7:13-14). So don't just follow along with the crowd - recognize how easy it is to be led astray by the power of the crowd, and even though it may be hard, be strong and stand firm on your belief and faith in God's Word!
