Monthly message for kids #42 – Be grateful for fathers
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Last month we talked about appreciating mothers, and since in June FATHER'S DAY is celebrated in the USA, the topic for this month must of course be "Be grateful for fathers"! In most countries around the world, traditionally men have the role of being the leaders - and also hold the authority in the home. Even in the Bible we read that God placed the man (Adam) to rule over his wife (Genesis 3:16). But if we study further, especially in the New Testament, we can learn more and understand better about God's plan for marriage and family - a plan that balances the responsibilities and attributes of both the husband and wife to provide a caring, loving home for the children.

Even as children we soon realize that men and women are very different - if we fall and hurt ourselves, we can run to Mother to be hugged and encouraged - or we can go to Father, who will probably pay little attention, maybe will even laugh, and at best might say "Be tough, you're alright!" If we disobey or do wrong, Father is often the one to punish us - whereas Mother often takes us aside afterwards and carefully explains why we shouldn't do that again. Many fathers are gone working for long hours and so are unable to spend much time with their young children - and as a result, at times children are actually AFRAID of their father! Studies have been made that show how men speak far fewer words each day than do women, and so often children feel they do not know their father as well as they know their mother. Sadly it may only be when they grow up that they begin to really understand and appreciate all that their father has done for them through the years!
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Having the responsibility of providing a home, food, clothes and so many other things for a growing family is often a great worry for the father. When there is an extra need such as school supplies, or maybe the chance of a special treat or day out, everyone turns to him to provide what's needed - and maybe blames him if it can't be done! Having to work hard for long hours to earn money instead of being home enjoying his family is often a big sacrifice! In those families where the father has died or gone away, life is MUCH harder for everyone! 

Maybe you haven't thought about your father like this before - and he probably won't share his feelings and worries with you, as most men don't! But you can be grateful for what your father does for you - and tell him how much you appreciate it. A genuine "Thank you, Dad" and a special hug may actually leave him speechless - but I assure you it will bless his heart and be something he remembers and treasures for a long time!
