Monthly message for kids #43 – Are you an ambassador?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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Have you ever met someone from a far-away country? If you live in a big city, maybe you have - but if you live in a small village it's likely you have not. Maybe you have heard people talk about "Americans", the "French" or "Japanese", or some other nationality, and even without realizing it you have formed an opinion about such people. I remember, many years ago growing up in England, we very occasionally met people from other parts of Europe, but it was many years before I actually met an American. From hearing what other people said and watching some television programs about Americans, although I didn't realize it, I already had a picture in my mind about "Americans" - believing them to be loud, showy and extravagant! In fact I never even wanted to visit the USA! And yet, I ended up making this my home and now I am an American! Of course I soon discovered that although SOME Americans are loud and showy, MANY are not! As in any country, there is a wide variety of people - loud, quiet, selfish, kind, good and bad.

As humans, it is "natural" to form quick opinions and label people - but that does not make it right! We can easily become prejudiced against someone when we really don't know them at all! Just because SOME people of a certain nationality (or culture or religion) act in a bad way, that does not mean that EVERYONE of that nationality is the same! Even governments around the world have come to realize this, and so they appoint ambassadors to go and live in foreign countries and represent their homeland. When there are differences of opinion or problems, they help explain the beliefs and laws of their country to bring better understanding. 

The Bible says that as Christians WE should be ambassadors for Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20*). Many people around us may not know about Jesus; they may have heard some things about Christians, or been hurt or wronged by someone who said they were a Christian - and so such people may have already made up their minds that they do not like Christians. They may even be nasty to us and try to cause us trouble. But our job, as ambassadors for Jesus, is to act just like Jesus and help those people better understand the Gospel's message of love, forgiveness and a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. YOU may be the first Christian someone has actually met - what an important opportunity for you to show them the REAL Jesus!
* "So we are Christ’s official messengers. It is as if God were making his appeal through us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God!" (New International Reader's Version)
