Monthly message for kids #44 – I wish everyone were like me!
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Do you have any brothers or sisters? If you do, I wonder if you are all very similar - like doing the same things; have the same favorite foods; have the same personality and temperament...after all, you have the same parents and live in the same home! But the answer is probably "NO!" The truth is that you probably argue and fight at times because you are very DIFFERENT!  It's strange how in a young family, often if the first child is quiet, easy-going and happy, the second child to be born is just the opposite! Or it may be the other way around. Even with identical twins, it is quite common for one to be loud and outgoing, while the other is quiet and uncomplaining!


For parents it is often quite a shock to find that their little children, barely walking and even before they can talk, are already so very different and INDIVIDUAL! As the months pass and we watch a baby grow up, we can't help but see how he or she is developing such a very individual and unique personality. Each week I get to babysit our little 15 month-old granddaughter, Rebekah. She is very active, busily discovering how doors open and lids come off, and she is always chattering away and pointing her finger as though she is telling me something important, although of course I cannot understand anything she says! It is very clear that even though she is still so small, she is already a unique little individual!  
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The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 7:7 " I wish that everyone were like me, but each person has his own gift from God. One has one gift, another has another gift.
" (New Century Version). It would be very good to learn this verse by heart as a memory verse! As Christians we believe that God created each one of us individually and knows EVERYTHING about us, and has a special plan for every day of our life (Psalm 139). We should remember that this is true for others too, and so be willing to accept them as they are, respecting the differences. It should be of no surprise to find that even growing up in the same family, children can be very different! So if at times you are tempted to become angry with your brother or sister because they don't want to play the game you want; or you feel jealous of them or wish that you had someone else for a brother or sister instead of them - remember this month's verse. God does not WANT everyone to be just like YOU (even if you are perfect!). Instead, Our Heavenly Father wants us to learn how to respect and value our differences; He wants us to learn how to get on together, to share, and consider one another. In that way we realize that we NEED each other and that TOGETHER we can do so much more for God.  
