Monthly message for kids #28 – Don't misuse the name of the Lord
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By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
       Many children who attend Sunday School regularly learn to quote the Ten Commandments - maybe you can too! The third commandment according to the King James Version says: "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain..." It is certainly good to memorize the scriptures, but sometimes even though we can quote them correctly we really do not understand what they mean! Any language changes through the centuries, and so it is wise to study other, more modern, bible translations if we are able. If we read the third commandment in the New Living Translation it is: "You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name." Exodus 20:7  - Now THAT is perfectly clear!


How do people "misuse" the name of the Lord? Sadly it is not uncommon to overhear people using Jesus' name, or even that of Almighty God, as a curse word! Even if those around us do not, we might hear it on television programs or movies. It is so common in some places that, even though we are offended as Christians, we tend to overlook it - after all, in the West at least, there is freedom of speech! But we need to realize just how offensive it is to God.


Our NAME is very important to us. Maybe you wish at times you had been given another name instead, but like it or not, our name comes to identify us. It separates us from the crowd and the more years that go by, the more we are known and recognized by our name. Let's pretend that your name is David - how would you feel if one day a neighbor bought a pig and decided to call it by YOUR name, David? Day after day you might hear him calling out your name as he went out to feed it - "David, David, you little pig, where are you? David you're an idiot - always knocking over your food pan." He might go to the local store and tell everyone: "That idiot David is so stupid, he keeps getting stuck under the fence and is always stepping in his food!" Now how would that make you feel? I am sure you would be upset, as by using YOUR name for his pig, the neighbor would be showing you great disrespect!


Whenever someone misuses the name of God or Jesus, it is a sign of their lack of respect for God. They may not believe in God, but by showing such disrespect they actually show contempt or hatred for God. If they do so in our presence, we have every right to tell them we are offended. But in some parts of the world this would just cause trouble for us so it would be best to say nothing. However we can also remember the second part of this commandment: "The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name." Others may not believe in God, but WE know how great and powerful He is and so we always want to respect Him. 

