Monthly message for kids #46 – Dealing with change
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Little children learn from seeing and hearing things being repeated over and over again. When a toddler starts to talk, the first words are for things most familiar to him or her - dog, ball, Momma....Our home and family are very important to us, and routine and familiarity help give us all a sense of security. It is natural for children to think that the family life they enjoy each day will always stay the same, and it is often hard for them to deal with change. Big changes in life - such a moving to another area or losing a family member - often upset and worry a child. Maybe YOU have an older brother or sister who has to go away to school, or who got married? It may make you so sad that you even blame them for leaving and causing such changes in your family life! But it is all part of growing up. Our Heavenly Father understands, but He also knows that life cannot stay the same forever. Children quickly grow older every year and one day will become adults - and He wants us all to be strong, wise and useful adults as we go out into the grown-up world. He has great plans for each and every one of us - and He can see all the POTENTIAL that lies ahead. "Potential" means all the different possibilities that we can do and accomplish in the future. 


It is as though someone gave you $100 - imagine all the different things you could buy with that! Maybe new clothes, good food, maybe a bicycle...perhaps you would buy presents for all your friends! But what would be the saddest thing that could happen? I believe it would be if you just kept that $100 hidden away somewhere and never actually spent it!! That is what makes Jesus sad - he has done so much to give us new life, and with prayer and guidance from the Bible we can do SO MUCH with it. But if we just waste it doing nothing but the same old things....never making plans...never working towards a dream...never pushing ourselves to accomplish a goal for fear of failing....that is so very sad! 

If everything always stayed the same in our life, we might be happy and comfortable, but we would miss the joy of new experiences and never learn many important lessons. Having to accept changes in our life and having to meet new people and experience new situations is REALLY good for us! Just think of any famous bible hero and realize how they had to face different changes and challenges, yet with God's help they became better, stronger people! Joseph was sold into slavery and went to prison - yet God blessed him and made him a ruler over the land. Moses hid for 40 years in the desert until God changed his life and used him to free all the Israelites. Mary was just a poor teenager until God chose her to be the mother of Jesus and her life changed forever. Who knows what God has in the future for YOU? So when things begin to change in your life, don't worry - just ask Jesus to help you adjust to it and the new things in your future!
