Monthly message for kids #49 – Do you love getting new things?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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If you are blessed to receive gifts at Christmas time (and remember that not EVERYONE around the world does!!), maybe you received a new toy or some new clothes. It's always exciting to get something BRAND NEW - so perfect, clean and shiny! If only it would stay that way! I remember when I was a teenager and actually bought myself a new pair of very special shoes for the first time - I was so proud of them! Somehow they made me feel special too! I remember eagerly wearing them as I walked through the streets to visit a friend. Of course in England, since it rains a lot, often the streets have dirty puddles of water. One particular street was very crowded and suddenly a big man roughly pushed past me and STEPPED ON MY FOOT!! Yes, it hurt - but what hurt me even more was when I looked down at my new shoe and saw how it had a big muddy mark on it! Because of the fabric of the shoe, that mark never came off! My new shoes were ruined!! I felt sickened and upset - and it was my first lesson in realizing that our treasured possessions here on earth are still just THINGS and sooner or later they will get dirty, broken or just wear out!!

Scientists hundreds of years ago recognized this too and stated it as the "2nd Law of Thermodynamics". The official definition of this well-recognized law is rather difficult to understand, but basically it means "EVERYTHING LEFT TO ITSELF WILL EVENTUALLY GO TO PIECES!" Wood rots; steel rusts; buildings fall apart, animals die and chemicals break down. As we look around in nature and life, we see this proven time and time again. Like it or not, understand it or not, it is just a fact of life! In Matthew 6, Jesus reminds us that here on earth "things" will often rust or be ruined by natural forces or insects, or they can be stolen: “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. (Matthew 6:19-21) Instead, we should "seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness" and God will supply the things we need. (v.33)

Of course this does not mean we should not have new or nice things - and of course we should appreciate them and take care of them when we do have them! But we should remember that they are still just THINGS that will not stay new, and will eventually be useless or thrown out. The most IMPORTANT things in life are our relationships with the people we love - and with Jesus Christ and our Heavenly Father!  
