Monthly message for kids #50 – Are you the only Christian in your family?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Many children are blessed to grow up in homes where the parents are Christian and teach them about Jesus and the Bible. But sadly there are many children around the world for whom this is not the case. If you are one of them, perhaps your family has always followed another faith, such as Hinduism, Islam or Buddhism, but you learned about Jesus from a friend or from going to a special children's event. You heard that God is our Heavenly Father and loves us, and sent his son Jesus to save us and show us how to please God and enjoy his blessings. Perhaps you have been able to read some of the Bible and been encouraged as you learn of God's love and his promises - maybe you have prayed to Jesus and had God answer your prayer or even perform a miracle to help you! Becoming a Christian brings us wonderful peace and joy!

But maybe you have found that when you try to share about it with your family, they refuse to listen! There may be shrines inside your home where your parents pray and give offerings to other gods - this makes life very difficult for you. I want to encourage you with a special story from the Bible. It's found in the Old Testament, in the book of 2 Kings chapter 22. It tells of a young boy called Josiah, who was only 8 years old when his father died, and he was made king of Judah. Although the family was descended from King David, as the years passed, they became more and more wicked, leading their people into terrible sins and worshipping idols. The Book of the Law (the oldest part of the Bible) had gotten lost, and the people had even put idols inside the temple of God. Young Josiah was surrounded by wicked, ungodly people and yet he "did what the Lord said was right. He lived as his ancestor David had lived, and he did not stop doing what was right." (v.2 New Century Version) Josiah had heard about God and how his ancestor King David had lived, so he was determined to live the same way - even though no-one in his family did! He had no church members to help him; no bible to read; no Christian programs on TV, yet he remained faithfully doing right. Finally when Josiah was about 26 years old, a priest discovered the Book of the Law and sent it to him. Josiah was excited to read God's Word at last, but immediately realized how wicked and sinful his people had become - and how much they angered God. He at once went throughout the land and destroyed all the idols, altars and wicked things the people had made. God was very pleased with Josiah and the Bible says there never was another king like him who turned to the Lord with all his heart, soul and might!
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Even if you are living in a home where other gods are worshipped and people do not obey God, YOU can live faithfully like Josiah! YOU can continue to follow Jesus' example and do what is right in God's eyes. Like Josiah, I believe God will enable you to "discover" God's Word one day so that you can better understand and obey it. I believe that when the time is right, God will allow YOU to stand up and lead many others to Jesus. Stay faithful!   
