Monthly message for kids #52 – Choosing who to follow
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Do you have a particular person that you admire? I'm not just talking about a famous movie star, or a talented singer or football player. We don't really know such people - and sadly it is not uncommon for a famous "star" to suddenly fall from their position of prominence when it is discovered that they, too, made a stupid choice or even got into drug use or some other bad behavior. But maybe there is someone you know personally and have grown to admire - such as an older family member or a teacher. Perhaps it is because of their kindness and the way they help other people; maybe the reason is that they are always willing to answer your questions and give you good advice. They may set you a good example by being truthful and trustworthy; or perhaps they had to overcome special difficulties in their life and so they inspire and encourage you.


As we go through life and meet many different people, it is important to choose good role-models and examples to follow. Some people are beautiful...or athletic...or especially intelligent, but if we have not been blessed in such ways, they can only be idols to us rather than true role-models. But the people who are good role-models for us to follow are those who demonstrate the spiritual qualities taught in the Bible - such as what is called the "Fruit of the Spirit" in Galatians 5:22-23, including patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control and faith.
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Many of the heroes in bible stories are examples of such people - godly people, people who made wise choices, who were courageous because they trusted in God. Even though they lived long ago they can still be good role-models today, and so I encourage you to read some of their stories and be inspired. And I also encourage you to seek out godly role-models to follow among the people you meet and get to know. Don't just be like everyone else and become a follower of someone who is popular and good-looking! Watch how people treat those who are left out or have no friends; pay attention to people who are kind; notice those who are not too busy to help others but are patient and unselfish....Jesus did not have lots of followers because he was especially handsome, was stronger than other people, or spent money lavishly on his friends! They followed him because he spoke words of truth and wisdom, stopped to spend time with people who needed him, and demonstrated great love, peace and faith!   
