Monthly message for kids #53 – Have you ever been lost? 
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

I remember once many years ago, when I was a small child, my little sister and I went with my Mum and Dad into a big supermarket. I was amazed by all the people busy shopping, and the rows and rows of shelves holding all kinds of food and household items. I would stop and look at something, then hurry to catch up with my parents. Then suddenly my mum cried out - my little sister was no longer with us! My parents looked around frantically but could see no sign of her. We all called out her name, but she was nowhere to be seen!! How could she have gotten lost? She had been right there with us just a few moments earlier! We started walking through the store, calling out her name, trying not to panic. Then suddenly we caught sight of her - she was following along with another family and holding on to the hand of another little girl!! She didn't even realize it wasn't us! When she became aware of the situation she started to cry and ran to my mum. We were so glad we had finally found her!

Have you ever gotten lost like that? It's very frightening! One minute we know exactly where we are but we're not really paying attention, and then suddenly we don't recognize anything and we begin to panic! Maybe we get sidetracked by seeing something interesting, or we follow after someone else we think we know, only to find out we don't know them after all! We try to get back to where we were but take a wrong turn - and suddenly everything looks strange and we realize we are lost! It's a sad and horrible feeling - but when we are finally found again by our parents, it is such a relief and great joy!
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Jesus told a parable about that - in Luke 15:3-7 we read the Parable of the Lost Sheep. He says that a shepherd with 100 sheep suddenly realizes that one is missing. He doesn't say "Oh well, I've still got 99 sheep - it's the stupid sheep's own fault it wandered away". Instead the shepherd takes the time to leave the 99 and go off looking for the lost sheep. He may have to walk a long way, climb over rocks and search in caves, but he keeps on until he finally finds the lost animal. Then he takes it back to the others, and rejoices and wants to celebrate. Jesus says that is the way our Heavenly Father feels when one of us who was lost and wandering away from God, turns back to follow Jesus. Everyone in Heaven rejoices! That is why we should always be ready to tell other people about Jesus and God's love - maybe they got led astray down another path away from God, or maybe they thought they were fine until they suddenly realized how alone and lost they really were. But once they find Jesus they, too, will be filled with relief and joy! 
