Monthly message for kids #54 – God REALLY loves little children! 
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Many years ago in England there was a common saying: "Children should be seen but not heard!"  I remember being made to sit still and quiet while visiting my grandfather whenever he was taking his afternoon nap! I felt it was so unfair - and maybe it was! But even today, all around the world, children are often told to go play outside so as not to bother the grown-ups. Sadly in many cultures children are rarely considered and may even be used as cheap labor; many children grow up feeling unwanted and unloved. But today I want to remind you exactly what GOD thinks of children!


One time the disciples pushed children away so they would not bother Jesus - but Jesus immediately stopped them and "called the little children to him and said to his followers, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to people who are like these little children."  Luke 18:16 (International Children's Bible)

In Matthew Chapter 18 we read much more of what Our Heavenly Father thinks about little children. It tells us that Jesus stood a little child in front of his disciples and said: "... anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven." v.4 (NLT)  We all know that children are not perfect - they make mistakes, often have to be corrected, and have so much still to learn. But Jesus says we should become "humble like them" and then we will be among the greatest in Heaven! Little children are a good example of humility because they want to please their parents; they are very teachable and quick to learn; they want forgiveness for when they do wrong because they do not want to lose their parents' love. What an example for all of us, no matter how old we are!
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Jesus cares so much for little children that in v.6 we read " If one of these little children believes in me, and someone causes that child to sin, then it will be very bad for that person. It would be better for him to have a large stone tied around his neck and be drowned in the sea." (ICB) Whenever I hear news of someone abusing children or leading them to do bad things, I wish they would read and understand this verse! It goes on in v.10: "Be careful. Don’t think these little children are worth nothing. I tell you that they have angels in heaven who are always with my Father in heaven." (ICB) GOD is watching over little children!!  Finally in v.14 Jesus says: "In the same way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that even one of these little ones should perish." (NLT) I believe it is God's will that EVERY little child hears about Jesus and how much God really loves them!
