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Last month we said how much God loves little children and how important it is to share the Gospel with them from an early age. In the coming months we will share stories in a new series entitled "Big Little Heroes", written particularly for younger children. Our first story is about a "little" hero called Joseph. Of course Joseph wasn't always little - he grew up to be a strong and important man. But he was the youngest boy in his family and had TEN older brothers! If YOU are the youngest in your family you know what that means! No matter how big you get, everyone still thinks of you as the "baby"! 

Joseph was a good child and was taught to do what is right, so when he saw his brothers doing something wrong, he told his father. His brothers were already jealous of Joseph, and so this made them be even more mean to him. But God started to give Joseph special dreams to prepare him for the future because God had big plans for him to be a great leader. Joseph was still just a teenager and didn't understand the dreams so he told them to his brothers. But his brothers made fun of him because they thought of him as just their little brother, and hated him even more! Even his father didn't really believe that the dreams were true, but because Jacob was a godly man, he didn't forget about the dreams.

Joseph's brothers became so upset and angry with him that they wanted to kill him! But they decided instead to sell him as a slave to be taken to another land, and they made their father think that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal! Oh, what a terrible thing! Many years passed and Joseph had to work hard as a slave far from his home. He could have became very angry with his brothers. He could have become very sad and miserable to be without his family. But he never forgot the dreams God had given him, and so he kept on being obedient and working hard, always doing what was right. In fact he decided to forgive his brothers and trust that God would work everything out for the best.


Things started to go better for Joseph, but then he was punished and sent to prison, even though he had done nothing wrong! It was so unfair AGAIN! But still Joseph decided to trust God. More years passed and God began to give him a special understanding of dreams, and he was able to help two other prisoners. Then the pharaoh (or king) of the land needed someone to help him understand a very special dream he had - and Joseph was able to do so! That led to Joseph being made a great leader in the land, and he was able to help all the people when things got bad. He was even able to help his father and brothers when they came there for help after their land dried up and they had no food. Then they all saw that the dreams God had given Joseph when he was a boy had really come true! "Little" Joseph became a hero and an example to us all to do right and trust God no matter what happens - even if we are the youngest in our family!  
