Monthly message for kids #57 – Big Little Heroes - 3:Samuel
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

When we think of a "hero" we often think of someone who is very brave and faces danger. But sometimes a hero can be someone who isn't noticed much by other people, yet keeps on believing and doing what is right. Through the years they become known as someone people can trust, and so they become a leader because of their good example. This month's "big little hero" was just such a person - his name was Samuel. From the very beginning his life was very different from all the other children's. His mother had prayed for years to have a baby, and made a special promise to God that when she did, she would give her baby to be brought up by the priests to serve God. So when Samuel was only a little boy of about 3 or 4 years old, his mother took him and left him to live with the priests in the House of the Lord. How sad he must have been without his mama, and so far from home! Poor little boy! But the priests took care of him and God was watching over him. So Samuel began to learn about God. 
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One night God called out to Samuel. The boy thought it was the old priest calling for him, but it was not. Again it happened and Samuel went to the old priest, but no, it wasn't him. The 3rd time God called "Samuel", the old priest realized the boy was hearing God's voice, so he told him to answer "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening." So when God called Samuel again, that is what the boy replied, and God began to tell Samuel what He was going to do to punish the priests because they were doing very bad things. Sure enough, it soon happened exactly as God had said. After that God continued to talk with Samuel, and Samuel always trusted God's words and obeyed Him. As he grew to be a man, Samuel became known to all the people as a "prophet of God". He always obeyed God and told the people exactly what God said, often to show them their mistakes and tell them how to return to God.  


Once the enemy came to attack Israel and all the people were afraid. They begged Samuel to pray and ask God to help them. Samuel prayed and gave a special sacrifice to God, and God answered his prayer by sending a great big thunderstorm which frightened the enemy and made them all run away! Samuel went all over the land to judge the people and remind them of how they should follow God. God even used Samuel to choose the first king of Israel and to correct the king whenever he made bad choices. When Samuel finally died, everyone in the land was sad. Even though Samuel was not a big strong man who won battles, he was a true hero because he was such a good example of a man who trusted and obeyed God, and helped the people of his land follow the Lord.  
