Monthly message for kids #58 – Big Little Heroes - 4:Zacchaeus
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

We've talked about big little heroes as being "little" because they were the youngest in their family, or because they were young when God began to use them in special ways. But this time we want to talk about someone who was "little" all his life - because he was very short! Little children know how hard it is to be shorter than everyone else. In the crowd watching a parade, they cannot see anything unless their dad or someone big in the family lifts them up onto his shoulders. They have to step on a stool to wash their hands or get a drink from a water fountain.... and sometimes people just run into them because no-one realizes they are there! Well our hero today had such problems too, even though he was a grown man. His name is Zacchaeus and the Bible tells us that he was a very short man. 

Zacchaeus was a tax collector, which means his job was to take money from people to give to the government, but he cheated and took more money than he should. So do you think he had many friends? No, he didn't! In fact probably everyone really hated him! But one day Jesus came to his town and Zacchaeus wanted to go and see him. There were so many people crowding around Jesus that the short little man couldn't see him, and of course no-one would let him push through to the front! Then he got an idea! He ran ahead and found a big tree that he could climb up, and he sat on a branch and watched as Jesus came down the road. As usual no-one noticed the little man, as they were all watching Jesus, but suddenly, right under the tree, Jesus stopped! He looked right up at Zacchaeus and spoke to him: "Come down right now, Zacchaeus. I must stay at your house today!"
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What a surprise that must have been for Zacchaeus! Jesus not only saw him but knew his name - and wanted to eat dinner with him! All the people were amazed - and shocked that Jesus would choose to stay in the house of such a bad man! But Zacchaeus was quick to admit to Jesus that he had been living wrong, and he wanted to change and start doing what was right in God's eyes. He said that he would pay back to everyone four times more than he had stolen from them, and he would also give half of all he had to the poor. Jesus knew that Zacchaeus was telling the truth and that God had really changed his heart, so he welcomed him as a brother.

So why is Zacchaeus a hero? Because he was so determined to see Jesus that he didn't care what others thought of him; and as soon as he realized what he was doing was wrong, he decided to change. He was quick to make things right and to do what would please God. At times we all make bad choices or do things we should not, but if we are quick to admit we are wrong and do what is needed to make things right, we can become heroes too!
