Monthly message for kids #59 – Big Little Heroes - 5:The unnamed boy
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

This month we want to talk about a big little "hero" who is well-known in the Bible because of his part in a big miracle in the New Testament - yet no-one recorded his name! Maybe you have heard the story of how one day Jesus preached so long to a huge crowd of people on a hillside, and he was so busy healing the sick, that evening came. The disciples said he should stop and send the people away so they could go into nearby villages and buy food before it got dark. But Jesus told his disciples to feed the people. They didn't know what to do because it would cost lots and lots of money to feed so many! But then Andrew (Peter's brother) brought a young boy to Jesus. The lad was willing to give his 5 small loaves of bread and 2 small fish to help feed everyone. Andrew looked at the small amount of food and didn't think it would help much. But Jesus was pleased to take the food.

He told the disciples to make everyone sit down on the grass in groups of about 50, then he prayed and gave thanks to God, and began to break up the bread and fish and pass them out to the people. All the people took some of the food as they passed it on; and God did a miracle to make the amount of food grow and grow so that everyone had enough to eat - even though they counted more than 5,000 people! Afterwards, the disciples collected up all the leftovers and they filled 12 baskets full! That miracle caused many people to believe in and follow Jesus, and now millions of people around the world know this bible story. You can read it yourself in John chapter 6.
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But you might ask "Why was the boy a hero?" Have you ever been in a really BIG crowd of people? It can be a bit scary - especially if you are just a child! And have you ever been in a crowd of people who were all there to see a famous person? Imagine walking out in front of everyone as they watched you go up and talk to that person! The little boy must have heard the disciples worrying about not having food for everyone. He didn't stop to think about how his food would only feed a few. He just wanted to help! He probably felt scared as he pushed through the crowd to offer his food. He maybe even felt disappointed when Andrew didn't think it would help. But Jesus saw his faith and his willing heart - and God did a miracle with his gift, even though he was just a little boy! Sometimes adults think too much and it causes them to doubt what God can do. God can use even children to carry out His work. You could be a hero too - and even if no-one knows your name, our Heavenly Father knows it for sure!
