Monthly message for kids #60 – Let’s celebrate!
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

The word CELEBRATION has been defined as “A joyful occasion for special festivities to mark some happy event”. Some celebrations honor the bride and groom at a wedding; mark birthdays each year; or commemorate special events. We like to gather together with family and friends, eat special food and have fun. We often talk about past memories – which may be good or bad! We laugh at some, and are thankful to have survived others! Sometimes we can celebrate with a meal together; at other times we celebrate by sending gifts over a great distance; at times, because of the situation, we have nothing "special" yet we rejoice with singing and dancing with those around us.  Such joyful times make memories for years to come.

We read of many celebrations in the Bible. The book of Job is not one we read often as it tells how Job lost all his animals and servants; his sons and daughters were all killed; and he suffered horrible sores all over his body. But at the very end of the book, because Job never lost his faith in God, God blessed him with twice as much wealth and animals, and even as many children as he had had before! All his friends and relatives came to celebrate and bless him. The Israelites held a big celebration by the Red Sea after God miraculously delivered them from Egypt and destroyed the Egyptian army. They may not have had special food to eat, but they celebrated by singing and dancing with joy. In Nehemiah 12:43 we read how the Israelites returned from exile in Babylon and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. When it was finished they held a great celebration to dedicate the walls, and everyone sang and rejoiced so loudly they could be heard from far outside Jerusalem! In 2 Chronicles 7 we read that when Solomon had finished building the temple, everyone celebrated for 14 days with feasting, music and with sacrifices of more than 40,000 cows, sheep and goats! 
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Yet probably the greatest celebration of all is found in Luke 2:13-14 when not only did men on earth begin to celebrate the birth of God’s only son, Jesus, but also a “multitude of angels” appeared to the shepherds and sang joyful praises! This Christmas, let’s celebrate Jesus’ birth once more – the food and gifts are not important, let’s just praise God for Jesus! 
