Monthly message for kids #62 – What love really is
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In February in the USA and much of the western world, the stores are filled with cards, gifts and special candy for Valentine's Day on February 14th. Husbands and boyfriends in particular buy gifts to show how much they love their special girl; school children give out Valentine cards to their teachers and friends - and in some cases, to EVERYONE in the class so that no-one feels left out! Some church groups encourage making Valentines to be given out in local hospitals or nursing homes to tell the sick and elderly that someone cares and is thinking of them. It is said that Valentines Day is named after a Christian martyr killed 2 or 3 centuries after the time of Christ, and several different romantic stories have developed over the years. It is also believed that the date in February was chosen to allow Christians to continue to celebrate a pagan Roman festival celebrating fertility and the Roman god of agriculture. But whether it celebrates a new growing season, romance, true friendship or just Christian kindness, I suppose it is basically a "good" holiday.

What I believe is more important though is to use this celebration to think about what love REALLY is. Today we are overwhelmed with songs and movies about love and romance - even 5 and 6 year olds talk about having a "boyfriend" or "girlfriend"! The word "love" is terribly overused - and, since the divorce rate continues to rise, it seems that maybe we should all consider what "love" really means! 

Since I became a Christian many years ago, probably my favorite bible passage has been 1 Corinthians 13 - the so-called "love" passage. It is interesting that in the original King James Version, that word "love" was actually translated as "charity", so I believe it is good if we study this passage in several different bible versions. The whole chapter is short with just 13 verses, and is really very simple and easy to understand - even for children and people who know very little of the Bible! It basically says that we can seem very spiritual and do all kinds of great and heroic acts but if we don't have the God-kind of love in us, we are nothing - or "a useless nobody" in the Amplified Bible! Verses 4-8 go on to describe this special kind of love, and then the final verses remind us that here on earth we can only understand a small part of it, but one day we will understand it all completely.


Over the next couple of months I want to take a closer look at this "God-kind of love" so that we can get a clearer picture of the love God wants us to develop and show towards those around us - not just to our boyfriend/girlfriend, family or friends. Why don't you read through chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians before we get started? 
