Monthly message for kids #63 – What love really is (Part 2)
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Last month we started considering what love REALLY is - taking 1 Corinthians 13 as our example of the "God-kind of love". As we mentioned, the word "love" is translated "charity" in the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible. It is good to remember that the "original" bible scriptures were written in Hebrew in the Old Testament and in Greek or Aramaic in the New Testament. If you have ever learned to speak another language in addition to your native language, you will probably have experienced frustration at times when you searched the dictionary for a specific word in your own language and couldn't quite find a suitable one-word translation for it. I lived in Mexico for several years and there were some words in English that there just wasn't a good word for in Spanish - I ended up having to use several words or give an explanation of what I really meant. It also happened vice-versa at times when I was translating for a visiting American. For centuries the main copy of the Bible was the KJV, but in more recent years groups of language experts have written new versions that use words that maybe better explain the original biblical words in our modern times. So when we study a bible passage it is often helpful to read several different well-accepted versions, such as the Amplified Bible (AMPC); Easy-to-Read Version (ERC); New International Version (NIV); and New Living Translation (NLT).

As we start to study this "love passage" we'll start with verse 4. Here it is in the NLT "Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud". This is very simple to understand and is similar in most versions. I imagine that this definition of love is no surprise to most of us - our first understanding of love often comes from our own mother and how she treated us as a child. There's no doubt that a loving mother is "patient" and "kind" - and has to be over and over again! But then it goes on to say that love isn't jealous or proud. Sadly some teenage relationships that are called "love" are marked by showing off or jealousy! In the AMPC version it is described as: "love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy.." For me, as I read this, I instantly get a picture in my mind of someone with an angry, accusing face! It certainly doesn't look very loving! This passage tells me that the person is comparing their situation with others and is upset because they feel they are not in control of the person they "love". So we have found one important difference already between the general idea of love and the "God-kind of love"! The God-kind is NOT about control! The verse continues in the AMPC: "...does not display itself haughtily." In the KJV it reads: "..it is not puffed up." If someone has the "God-kind of love" they are not thinking of themselves all the time or choosing a girlfriend to make others jealous! Next month we'll go on to consider more of this "love passage". 
