Monthly message for kids #31 – You shall not murder 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

This month we come to the sixth of the Ten Commandments, found in Exodus 20:13  "You shall not murder." In other translations it reads "Thou shalt not kill" or "You shall not commit murder". Very simple and very clear! There are many people of other faiths around the world who believe the same - and in some religions, people believe that it is wrong to kill any ANIMAL, even an insect! In fact some people even wear a face mask and sweep the ground before them as they walk so that they will not breathe in or step on an insect and kill it!

But as we read more of the Bible, we soon realize that God's people (the Israelites) from time to time actually DID kill people - and in obedience to God's command. So how can that be? Sadly, killing is a part of war, and in the Old Testament when God was preparing and teaching his people to turn from other gods, he often told them to completely destroy the enemy - killing everyone. This was because he knew that they would be led astray and start worshipping other gods if they lived among the enemy - which actually happened every time the Israelites did not obey God. But the word "murder" means "the crime of unlawfully killing a person especially with hatred and planning".
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When Jesus came, he explained more clearly in Matthew 5:21-22: “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment...." Jesus came to teach us that if we focus on getting our HEART right, then we will not have to worry so much about obeying the Law because we will do so automatically. When he ascended to Heaven, he told us to receive the Holy Spirit as our teacher and guide, and as we learn to follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives, he will lead us through each situation in the way that is pleasing to God.

Most of us will never have to decide in our lifetime if we are going to obey or disobey the sixth commandment as we will hopefully never have to fight in a war or fight to protect ourselves. If we seek always to be led by the Holy Spirit and follow Jesus' commands to love and forgive one another, it will be easier not to get angry or to even start down the path of hatred.  
