Monthly message for kids #32 – You shall not commit adultery 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

The 7th commandment, found in Exodus 20:14, is one that is often quickly passed over when teaching children as it deals with the "adult" sin of adultery. This can be defined as "a married person having sex with someone other than his/her marriage partner". There is no doubt that God's plan for mankind from the Beginning has been for a man and a woman to marry and raise children together within the family unit. This should be a lifetime commitment to ensure the best possible environment for the children to learn and grow up to be godly, mature people. Sadly we know that many children all around the world grow up in families that are NOT so perfect. Divorce and broken homes greatly affect children - but thankfully with the help of the Lord and encouragement of the Scriptures, these challenges can be overcome. "Nothing is impossible with God!"

But dishonoring the marriage vows IS a sin, and in Matthew 5:28, Jesus warns us all how to recognize the beginning of that temptation: "But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart." So even if we have an evil desire in our heart and begin looking to fulfill it or indulge it (such as by watching sexy movies or reading graphic novels) this is ALSO sin! Sadly, there are many teens and even younger children who get drawn into such temptations as there is so much emphasis on sex in the world today.
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As Christians, we are not just concerned about not SINNING but in addition, we want to PLEASE God and be good examples of Jesus Christ to those around us. In Ephesians 5:3-4 we read "But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving." (NIV) So it is not "fitting and proper" for God's people to even be talking about sexual immorality, much less do those things ourselves or be around those who do. We should even avoid listening to dirty jokes!

Although it is difficult for young people to speak out against or walk away from such behavior when all their friends appear to enjoy being involved, if we truly love Jesus and want to be like him, we MUST be strong and courageous, especially in this area of our life. If we are, then obeying the seventh commandment will be much easier! 
