Monthly message for kids #33 – You shall not steal 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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This month we look at the 8th commandment "You shall not steal" (Exodus 20:15) which seems simple and clear. Most parents begin to teach this to their children at a very early age. As soon as their small child starts to reach out and grab things, sooner or later he or she tries to grab some toy or food that belongs to another child, and immediately is told "No, that's not yours, give it back!". It is in our nature to try to take things that we want, but we have to learn to respect what belongs to other people, and that we cannot have everything we want!

Even though we DO learn this, as we get older we often find that our mind starts to find reasons and clever excuses for us to get what we want anyway! We may argue "I know this belongs to my friend but she has so many she wouldn't mind!"....or "the storekeeper won't notice just one missing" ......or the all-time excuse "everyone else does it!"  Even adults tend to use these excuses at times - such as to take pens or office supplies from work! 


Sometimes the reasons our mind gives are very convincing - maybe a friend stole something from US, and although we say we have forgiven him, we use that to justify taking something of his. If we have not eaten for a long time and are really hungry, we may begin to feel that we have more right to sneak food from a market stall! We may even tell ourselves that God knows our desperate situation and understands. Well, that is TRUE, He DOES know and understand our situation and desperate need - but we have to understand that God's laws must be obeyed and if we turn to God for help instead of fixing the problem our own way (by disobeying His laws), He will meet our need WITHOUT us breaking His laws. As we talked about last time, breaking one of God's commandments always begins first in our MIND - and that is called TEMPTATION!


We are tempted to satisfy our human desires and feelings ourselves rather than pray and trust in God to help us. Satan is the one behind it all - because he wants us to STOP trusting and believing in God! He wants to lead us away from God little by little, by being willing to bend the rules and make excuses - starting with little things and then gradually allowing ourselves to accept more and more excuses until we are in so deep it's hard to change! But he could not fool Jesus, and with Jesus' help, we can also overcome temptations and get control of our minds by reminding ourselves of God's commandments and His promises to help us. "Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted." (Hebrews 2:18)
