Monthly message for kids #35 – You shall not covet 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

The last of the Ten Commandments, in Exodus 20:17, reads: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” The word "covet" is rarely used today but it means "to want, desire or long for". The Contemporary English Version of the Bible states it very simply: "Do not want anything that belongs to someone else. Don’t want anyone’s house, wife or husband, slaves, oxen, donkeys or anything else." In other words it means DON'T BE JEALOUS OF OTHER PEOPLE!

The temptation to be jealous starts early in our life - in a family, often a younger child is jealous of an older child who is allowed to have or do things that the younger one cannot. Once a child begins school, he or she soon meets children who have more expensive clothes, or seem to have a better family situation, or are especially clever and always make the highest grades in class! It is natural to notice these differences and to compare ourselves with others. But Satan is always looking for an opportunity to steal our joy and make us miserable! If he can get us to start complaining, soon we will become resentful, and then this will lead to feelings of envy, bitterness and anger - which are the exact opposite of what we should be as Christians! Sadly, even as we grow into teenagers and adults, we see more and more people whose lives have been spoiled by such feelings - and in fact who often go on to bully and threaten others.
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How can we prevent this happening to us? By recognizing that God loves us and created us each individually. He placed us in our families with specific purposes (knowing the challenges and problems we would face), and has a special plan for our lives that will bring us the greatest joy and blessing (Psalm 139; Jeremiah 29:11). If we truly believe this, we can be happy when a "neighbor" or friend receives a new gift or honor, or builds a bigger house! We can accept the lack or deprivation in our own life as something to be endured temporarily, and instead focus on the blessings and talents we do have, and how to move forward with God's help to overcome our obstacles. What's more - we can even help share this belief and outlook with those around us who are being tempted to complain! This final commandment again addresses feelings that begin in our heart - desire and jealousy. God commands us to take control over these feelings as soon as they appear, so that we will not continue down a path that leads to sin but instead continue to live in peace and joy! 
