“Lazarus people” – or “Three levels of receiving a miracle”

by Shirley Davis
1. Luke 7:11-17
The raising of the widow’s son in Nain.

v.13 
Jesus had compassion on the widow  (her only son – by law, she had no-one to care for her)


the miracle was done in front of many – all in awe, all gave glory to God  (NIV v.16 says “God has come to help his people”)


the news spread throughout the land – publicized Jesus

Note   no evidence of faith apart from Jesus – miracle because of His compassion – consider new/non believers experiencing miracles.

2. Matthew 9:18-26
The raising of Jairus’ daughter in Capernaum.

v.18
faith of father – “has just died…but she will live”  (Capernaum about 25 miles from Nain)

v.23-26  Jesus put the crowd outside (because they didn’t have faith v.24)

the news spread throughout the region

Mark 5:22-24, 35-43
v.22,23   “…is dying, come put your hands on her and she will be healed and live” (faith)


v.35   
faith tested – news of death

v.36
key from Jesus – “ignoring what they said, Jesus said, ‘don’t be afraid, just believe’.” 

Note   next level of receiving a miracle is when we do believe, trust Jesus, but then often have to wait (woman with issue of blood) and also are then tested (bad news). Jesus gives us good advice for such a situation.

v.37
Jesus didn’t take all of his disciples or the crowd – sometimes in this 2nd stage, the working out of the miracle has to be done alone or more in private

v.40
found commotion in the home – was laughed to scorn (KJV) (Spanish – made fun of him). Sometimes our stand of faith is ridiculed publicly. How did Jesus deal with this? – he put out the unbelievers and did the miracle for the believers alone!

v.42
although we have faith we are still amazed when the miracle happens (I’ve heard preaching that if we really have faith we shouldn’t be amazed – but God’s miracles always bring awe)

v.43
Jesus told the family it SHOULDN’T be publicized! How could it not be? She was now alive! All the family and those outside were bound to know! Those unbelievers would tell for sure! Then why?

Note   this family was of the 2nd stage of receivers – they had trusted Jesus and exercised their faith through testing, ridicule, waiting…. Jesus didn’t want them to focus on the miracle but on their faith and relationship with God. We can at this stage get caught up in going around testifying of one miracle, which is OK, but we never grow beyond that miracle. God wants to develop our faith.   (John 4:48;  John 6:29-33) 

3. John 11
The raising of Lazarus in Bethany.
The greatest miracle of restored life thus far – beyond all credibility. In the previous two cases, with today’s knowledge and understanding of life and death, we could argue that Jairus’ daughter or the widow’s son were in a coma, or had only stopped breathing. In Lazarus’ case there can be no dispute – he had not only been dead 4 days, but had also been buried in the usual way – with bandages (grave clothes) wrapped around and around the body along with up to 100lbs of fragrant spices - truly a miracle for all time.

What is different about this story?  (How we can learn more about this third level)

1) It happened to one of Jesus’ best friends – a strong believer   John 11:3,5
….not to a stranger as before

….not to a disciple who traveled around all the time

….to a friend who lived and stayed in one place – all in Bethany and Jerusalem knew about it and many came later to see the proof of the miracle (John 11:18,19; John 12:9-11) – the proximity of Bethany to Jerusalem meant the chief priests, Pharisees, religious and government leaders would all be sure to hear of it and also have a chance to check it out

2)
From the beginning Jesus knew God’s specific purpose and plan   John 11:4


….the miracle was not done because of compassion for a need


….nor because of developing just the faith of a family

….there was a far greater purpose – to increase the faith of the believers, demonstrate God’s power to everyone (including unbelievers) and to be recorded forever – it needed a strong believer willing to be used by God!
3)
Jesus caused delay   John 11:6
in fact as the disciples pointed out, Jesus was putting himself and them at risk -(v.8,16) yet this wasn’t the reason he waited. He understood the importance of God’s timing to bring about the greatest demonstration of God’s power – not all delays are from the enemy or due to spiritual warfare!
4)
Jesus spoke very plainly   John 11:11,14,15


he said “Lazarus is dead” although they all still thought that he was just sick.

Then he said very bluntly “I’m glad I wasn’t there” – sometimes, in the middle of believing, when things get even worse, it seems to us that God DOESN’T CARE about us or our suffering. It’s because He sees the bigger picture and has perfect timing that we don’t yet understand!

5)
Jesus never got in a hurry   John 11:17
…buried 4 days, when all hope has gone, when all say “too late” – but it’s never too late for God!
6) Strong faith of family 

Martha – John 11:21-27  - believed in miracles, the Word and in Jesus as Messiah

Mary – v.32  exactly the same words

v.30 – almost as though Jesus waited to hear from both sisters – the importance of unity of believers!

7)
Jesus was touched by the suffering of his friends   John 11:33

often in spite of our faith, our human emotions are overcome by reality v.34,35

8)
The great question of believers who still don’t understand   John 11:37
“How can God allow this suffering?” – we don’t understand the bigger picture. If we truly have given our lives to Jesus, He can use us in any way he wants to accomplish the bigger picture – no?

9)
Too often knowledge is a hindrance   John 11:39
….our knowledge from past experience, what we have been taught, scientific facts – (Proverbs 3:5)  - but v.40 gives us Jesus’ promise

10)
The miracle   John 11:41-44

An instantaneous miracle – based on Jesus’ relationship to God!

Note   The 3rd and final level of receiving a miracle is when we allow God to use us to accomplish a greater purpose – when we believe in Jesus as Savior, Friend and Lord, and allow Him to do it in His time, in His way. We have a great need, we know and believe God’s promises in the Scripture – but even when time passes and the situation worsens, when all hope is gone and we are suffering, we continue to believe in our relationship with God and are willing to be used, as He desires, to further His purpose on this earth! Then we WILL experience a miracle – either here on earth or as we enter His eternal presence in Heaven!

