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Letters for Christian Living by Peter and John
written by Shirley Davis (www.imofinc.org)

In the first part of "Letters for Christian Living" we focused on the shorter letters written by Paul. Here we want to study those written by Peter and John - both of whom were among Jesus' disciples and spent three years as some of Jesus' closest companions. We can learn much about Peter and John as they are often mentioned in the Gospels, and played important roles in the Early Church. They were obviously close friends, and because of their strong faith were responsible for the first healing miracle after Christ's ascension - the crippled beggar at the Temple gate. Though their letters are short, they are filled with important teaching and encouragement for Christian living. Both wrote these letters toward the end of their lives, after some 40 years or more of serving Jesus - making both men some of the greatest Christian teachers ever!

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outline of the book of 1 Peter 
written by Shirley Davis

From the Gospels we know Peter as being impetuous, passionate and outspoken - always eager to serve and please Jesus, and yet he denied knowing Christ three times, showing he also had human weaknesses. Nevertheless after the baptism of the Holy Spirit (in Acts 2) he grew in boldness and steadfastness, preaching openly with anointing and strong conviction. As Jesus had prophesied, Peter became the founder and main leader of the church in Jerusalem, while also supporting the spread of the Gospel to other lands, including to Gentiles. From Acts we know he was often beaten, imprisoned and endured much suffering; and there was great persecution of Christians everywhere at the time this letter was written, yet his message is one of comfort, hope and encouragement to stand firm.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
1 Peter 1:22 "Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere 


love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart."
v.1-2

Greeting from Peter to Christian believers scattered across the known world at that time.
v.3-5

He gives praise to God for the new birth through Jesus Christ and the promise of the inheritance that 


awaits us in heaven.
v.6-7

He refers to the suffering and trials that many are going through, saying that as their faith is tested it will 


be proven genuine and result in bringing glory when Jesus returns.
v.8-12

He reminds them that faith is loving Jesus and believing in the gift of salvation - something that the 


prophets of old and even angels longed for.
v.13-16

The call to be self-controlled, obedient to God, and holy.

v.17-21

We should live our lives set apart, because of our fear and respect of God. We should appreciate and 


value what Christ did for our salvation.

v.22-25

If we are born again through God's Word and purified by obedience to the truth, we should have a deep 


love for one another as Christians.
Chapter 2
1 Peter 2:12 "Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 


accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to 


God when he judges the world."

v.1-3

We should hunger for spiritual nourishment so that we will grow and mature in faith. (Note that WE should 

rid ourselves of all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and wicked thinking - we CAN do it with God's help!)
v.4-8

As we come to Jesus we are built up together like a spiritual house acceptable to God. Because we 


believe in Jesus, this foundation (cornerstone) is precious, but to those who do not believe, it is just like a 


stone to trip them up.

v.9-12

We are chosen people, belonging to God, so that we may declare his praises and be godly examples so 


that even unbelievers will eventually also glorify God.

v.13-18

Peter tells us to submit to all human authority (even slaves to their masters), showing respect to everyone 

and doing good. (Consider that no distinction is made between good leaders or masters and bad ones!)

v.19-20

Peter then gives his explanation - God knows and commends us if we suffer unjustly.

v.21-25

Jesus left us his example to follow. He did not retaliate but trusted that God was in control - and as a 


result we have been healed, saved and restored to our Heavenly Father.
   


Chapter 3
1 Peter 3:15 "Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about 


your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it."

v.1-2

Peter says wives should also be submissive to their husbands for the same reason - so that if a woman's 


husband is an unbeliever, he will be won over by the purity and reverence of her behavior. (Not by her 


words or arguments!)
v.3-6

True beauty is not from outward appearance of hair or clothes, but from the inner gentle and quiet spirit of 

a woman who trusts God, does what is right and is not fearful.

v.7

Peter tells husbands to be considerate of their wives, treating them with respect. Note that if not, their 


prayers may be hindered!

v.8-12

Peter quotes Psalm 34:12-16 as a reminder to live in peace, and be compassionate and humble.
v.13-17

Peter tells us not to fear, for even if we suffer for doing right, we will be blessed. We must be confident in 


our heart that Jesus is Lord of our life, and always be ready to explain our faith to others.
v.18-22

Peter reminds us how Christ died for our salvation and even preached to those in Hell - including those 


who had been there since they died in the Flood. Salvation came to Noah's family, much like water 


baptism symbolizes salvation and our trust in God.
Chapter 4
1 Peter 4:16 "But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of 


being called by his name!"

v.1-6

Peter reminds us that we should no longer be living as we did in the past, and others may find it strange 


that we no longer do what they do - even heaping abuse on us. We must all give account and be judged 


by God one day.
v.7-9

We are told to live as if the end is near - being clear-minded and self-controlled; praying, loving and being 

hospitable to one another without complaining!
v.10-11

We should use the gifts God has given us to serve others to bring glory to God.

v.12-19

Peter warns us not to be surprised if we are insulted or suffer for being a Christian, but we should commit 


ourselves to God and continue to do good.
Chapter 5
1 Peter 5:8 "Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring 


lion, looking for someone to devour."

v.1-7

All are encouraged to be humble and respect one another, whether young or in leadership.
v.8-14

We must always watch out for the devil and resist him standing firm in faith, and God will strengthen us.


Farewell greetings.
Outline of the book of 2 Peter 
written by Shirley Davis

This letter was written by Peter probably between 64 and 70 A.D. and warns against corrupt teachers and false doctrine. Peter focuses on the importance of the Word of God as our guide, and the return of Christ for final judgment. He makes reference to the fact that he is nearing the end of his life, and we know from history that the persecution of Christians continued to increase over the ensuing two centuries. But Peter encourages the believer to stand firm in his faith.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
2 Peter 1:3 "His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 



knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness."

v.1-4

Greetings to the believers. Through our knowledge of God and his divine power, we have everything we 


need in life. Because of God's promises we can share in God's nature and avoid corruption from evil 


desires.
v.5-11

Our goal should be to grow in other spiritual attributes as well as faith including: goodness, knowledge, 


self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love. If we continue to seek after and 


increase these, we will become productive Christians and be welcomed by Jesus in heaven.
v.12-15

It is good to be often reminded of God's truths. Peter knows his time on earth is short.

v.16-21

Peter reminds them that he was an eye-witness to when God spoke of Jesus as His Son, at the 



Transfiguration. He also reminds them how the scriptural prophecies were fulfilled, giving further proof.
Chapter 2
2 Peter 2:9 "So you see, the Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials, even while 


keeping the wicked under punishment until the day of final judgment."

v.1-3

But Peter also warns of false prophets and false teachers who will lead many astray and question the 


truth. 
v.4-9

He assures us that God will punish them, reminding us of the stories of Noah, and Sodom and Gomorrah, 

when He punished the wicked but also delivered the righteous. 

v.10-16

He describes those who are led by their sinful nature, arrogant and despising authority.



Note v.15 - they left the straight way because of greed, like Balaam. (So they did know the truth!)
v.17-22

Peter goes on to describe such people who once followed Christ but turned back into sin, deceiving and 


leading others astray. Their punishment will be worst of all.
Chapter 3
2 Peter 3:9 "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead 


he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."

v.1-2

Peter says he has written both letters to stir up the believers to pure thinking and to remember the words 


of the prophets and the commands of Jesus.
v.3-9

He reminds us that people will scoff and make fun of us when we say that Jesus is coming back soon. 


They forget that God destroyed most of the world in the flood because of evil, and that Judgment Day will 


come. God will keep his promise in His perfect timing.

v.10-13

Peter says that since one day the earth will be destroyed by fire, we should live godly lives and look 


forward to when Jesus will take us on to a new heaven and new earth as he promised.
v.14-18

He encourages us to make every effort to be blameless and at peace with God. Peter confirms the value 


and wisdom of Paul's writings, but also warns us to not be led astray by the errors of wicked men.

Outline of the book of 1 John 
written by Shirley Davis

In the Gospels John is referred to as the "disciple whom Jesus loved" and with his own brother, James, was nicknamed by Jesus as "the sons of thunder". This would indicate that John had a strong personality, yet he was clearly drawn to Jesus from the beginning and became his closest friend. John's Gospel differs greatly from the other three Gospels in that he records few miracles and no parables, instead focusing particularly on what Jesus said and his teachings; also, half of it describes in detail the final few weeks of Jesus life on earth. Although this first letter is not written typically as a letter, it is clear that John's message to truly know God and live as His children is written to all believers - referred to repeatedly as "dear children" or "dear friends". As this was written close to the end of his life, and after 50-60 years of faithfully serving Christ, we can truly consider John as being a very knowledgeable and wise "elder" of the Church.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
1 John 1:7 "But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with 


each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin."
v.1-4

John emphasizes that he personally witnessed, heard, saw and knows the Word of Life - made alive in 


the person of Jesus and as the message from God to be proclaimed to everyone.
v.5-7

God is light and if we live in the light we have fellowship with one another as well as with God.

v.8-10

Yet we all sin and if we say we do not, we are deceiving ourselves. If we confess our sins God is faithful 


to forgive us and cleanse us from our sins.

Chapter 2
1 John 2:15 "Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you 


do not have the love of the Father in you."

v.1-6

To know God we must obey his commands and follow Jesus' example, but if we do sin (and repent), 


Jesus speaks up for us and God will forgive us.
v.7-11

John explains this is the same command as in the beginning, yet the truth of it is seen as we walk in the 


light. If we hate a Christian brother, then we are still living in darkness and wandering around lost.

v.12-14

He writes words of encouragement to believers at different stages of their walk of faith.

v.15-17

John warns of the temptations of the world such as sinful desires and boasting, and reminds us that those 

who do the will of God will have eternal life.

v.18-23

John warns of false prophets and antichrists, some even from the church. But he encourages that we can 

know the truth because of accepting Jesus Christ and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

v.24-29

Encouragement to stay firm in believing the Gospel and trust God's teaching through the Holy Spirit.
Chapter 3
1 John 3:18 "Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by 


our actions."
v.1-3

The joy of being loved by God and called his children - and seeing Jesus when he returns.
v.4-10

We can know who is righteous and who is sinful - no-one who is born of God can keep on sinning.
v.11-15

We should love one another - anyone who does not has not been born again. That is why we may be 


hated by the world.

v.16-25

True love is not just words but actions, such as giving to those in need when we can. As we do this we 


have peace, and as we obey God and do what pleases him, we have confidence and know that he lives 


in us.
Chapter 4
1 John 4:4 "But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those 


people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world."
v.1-6

John warns again of false prophets and says to test the spirits to see if they are from God. Many in the 


world listen to those speaking from the world's viewpoint, but those who know God recognize the spirit of 


truth - and God's spirit in us is greater than the spirit in the world.

v.7-12

Again John teaches about love: God IS love and since God loves us so much and sent Jesus to save us, 


we MUST love one another - and if we do, then God lives in us and his love is made complete in us!
v.13-21

John continues to explain the crucial connection between loving God and loving one another. Love gives 


us confidence for the day of judgment and so drives out fear.
Chapter 5
1 John 5:3 "We show our love for God by obeying his commandments, and they are not hard to 


follow."

v.1-5

As children born of God, we love him and obey his commands - and our faith in Jesus Christ enables us 


to overcome the world. 

v.6-12

God has given three things that testify about Jesus Christ: the Spirit, the water and the blood. If we 


believe this testimony, we receive Jesus and eternal life. Those who do not believe it make God out to be 


a liar.
v.13-15

John reminds us of these things so we can know we have eternal life, and be confident to approach God 


and ask him for anything in accordance with his will, knowing He will answer us. 
v.16-21

John's final remarks reminding about sin and repentance. He also reminds us that Jesus came to give us 


understanding and know the truth.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outline of the books of 2 and 3 John 
written by Shirley Davis

These are actually letters, the first addressed to "the dear lady and her children", which could well be a reference to a church, given the persecution of Christians at that time; the second is to an individual named Gaius. These are both short "books" but about the length of a normal letter that might have been written on a standard sheet of papyrus used at that time. John refers to himself as "the elder". In both letters John emphasizes again the importance of love, and warns of deceivers and false teaching.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2 John

2 John v.6 "The way we show our love is to obey God’s commands. He commands you to lead a 


life of love. That’s what you have heard from the beginning."

v.1-3

Greetings and focus on truth and love.
v.4-6

John reminds us again of the importance of love, which is demonstrated by our obedience to God.

v.7-13

Warning against deceivers. The importance of continuing in the teachings of both God and Jesus
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3 John

3 John v.2 "Dear friend, I hope all is well with you and that you are as healthy in body as you are 


strong in spirit."

v.1-4

John expresses his joy at learning how his friend continues in truth and faithfulness.

v.5-8

He encourages the reader to continue to show hospitality to other believers spreading the Gospel.
v.9-14

John talks about confronting a troublemaker in the local church, and in comparison commends another 


believer there. Final greetings. 
