Monthly message for kids #10 – Enjoy being a child!
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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Many years ago when I was about 12 years old, I remember going to the beach with my parents and my younger sister. Many beaches in England have pebbles (small rounded stones) and only a few have nice soft sand - this particular beach had SAND, and soon my sister and I were enjoying a lovely game of running up some steps and then jumping off the top and landing in the soft sand. We happily played like this for some time and then suddenly I had a thought that made me stop and REALLY think - I realized that I was getting older and soon would be "too old" to play childish games likes this!!! Most of my friends were looking forward to entering their teenage years and beginning to do more "adult" things, but that day on the beach I realized that I would miss being a child! From that moment on I began to take more notice and appreciate the enjoyment of playing childish games while I still had the opportunity!


Nowadays sadly, there is even more emphasis on encouraging children to "grow up" at an earlier age. Little girls want to put on lipstick or wear make-up years before they were allowed to in my generation! Here in America children often expect to get a cell phone or digital camera for their birthday instead of a toy or game to play with. Even little boys and girls in primary school talk about having a girlfriend or boyfriend!! It seems that children often focus so much on trying to be like adults that they miss having fun as a child!


But sadly in many countries life is so hard that children do not even get the chance to play and have fun being a child! Some children are forced to start working hard even at the age of 6 or 7 in order to earn money to help the family and they can't even go to school! Many children are abandoned and have to worry about how to take care of themselves and their younger siblings! It just isn't fair - wouldn't it be wonderful if we could wave a magic wand and make childhood a fun time full of playing for children everywhere?! In Zechariah 8:5 we read part of God's plan to bless His people "The city streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there" - GOD wants children to play and have fun! Childhood is a time when we should be protected from worries and some of the harsher facts of life; when we should not have the burden of the responsibilities that adults have to carry. The Bible often talks about life being in different times or "seasons" (Ecclesiastes 3) and in 1 Corinthians 13:11 Paul says there is a time for being a child and a time to put away those childish things and accept the responsibility of being an adult - so my message to children this month is: "if you get the chance, enjoy playing and being a child while you can and don't rush to grow up before the time comes to be an adult!"

