Monthly message for kids #11 – Who likes to do CHORES?

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

In many families all around the world the children are expected to do CHORES or help out with certain daily work around the house - it may be to wash the dinner dishes, feed the chickens, go fetch water or firewood, or even take the goats out to graze all day! It may sound fun to do these things once or twice but when we have to do them EVERY DAY it becomes CHORE!! That means that it is our responsibility to do that job and we have to do it whether we like it or not! It always seems that our mother calls out that it's time to do it right when we are in the middle of playing and having fun! Most children try to put off doing it until later - coming up with lots of different excuses or begging Mum to "PLEEEEASE let me off just THIS time!" After all, who really likes to work when we could be playing?
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When you get older it is easier to understand how chores are important for a child growing up - they teach us to appreciate all the work that is involved in taking care of a family and how to handle responsibilities; we sometimes learn a painful lesson if we don't do our job properly and as a result an animal is lost or hurt, or the family suffers in some way. But even being told these reasons doesn't make boring chores any easier! Years ago, before I got married, I was sharing a house with two friends and we were supposed to take turns washing the dishes after dinner - but it always seemed that the others had to go out or had some important excuse so they couldn't wash the dishes and I ended up doing it every day! I remember standing at the sink day after day muttering and complaining to myself how unfair it was! Then all of a sudden I had a thought that I'm sure came straight from God - I thought "Of course, if I ever get married I'll have to wash the dishes EVERY day anyway!" I suddenly realized that by keep on complaining I had made this 10 minute chore into a HUGE issue!!! It didn't matter if it was fair or not, it really was only a 10 minute job, so the sooner I got it over the better! After all, I was supposed to be a Christian and be a willing servant of God! 

Jesus tells a story in Matthew 21:28-31 about two brothers who were told by their father to go to work in the field - one said he would, but then didn't go, and the other said he would not, but then thought about it and decided he should, so he went. Our Heavenly Father wants us to be willing to help and serve others, especially our family, so if we just make up our minds to do that - and do our chores each day happily and without complaining, we will be a blessing both to our families and to God!  
