Monthly message for kids #12 – Have you ever been disappointed at Christmas?

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Growing up in a Christian family usually means we celebrate Christmas in a special way with our different traditions no matter where we live around the world: certain foods, special events, giving and receiving gifts....as a result children especially look forward to Christmas. But sometimes something may happen in our family, or where we live, that really messes up all our plans and we end up spending Christmas in a hospital room because of an accident or illness; or maybe we have to stay in a shelter (refuge) because our home was destroyed; or tragedy hits in some way to steal our Christmas joy, and instead we feel sick and disappointed and we may even be mad at God! But our Heavenly Father is still watching and understands our anger and hurt feelings. Let's just look at the Christmas story again (in Matthew 2 and Luke 2) and see how Joseph and Mary must have actually had similar feelings that first Christmas over 2,000 years ago.  


Mary was probably about 14 or 15 years old, had just married Joseph, and was very pregnant with Baby Jesus. I'm sure both she and Joseph were excitedly getting their home ready and planning for the birth of this very special baby. Then suddenly the Romans, who were in control of the country, ordered everyone to return to their family's home town to be registered - no excuses! Joseph and Mary had to travel about 80 miles back to the small village of Bethlehem, even though Mary was due to give birth any day! HOW TERRIFYING for this young girl to be so far away from her mother and friends at such an important time of her life!! (Remember there were no hospitals back then!)
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But God is always faithful and we know that He took care of them and provided a place (probably a cave) for Mary to give birth to Baby Jesus; then just a few weeks later when Mary was finally about ready to travel again, God warned Joseph that King Herod was sending soldiers to kill their precious baby!! They had to flee far away across the desert to the neighboring country of Egypt instead of going back to their family and the new home they had so lovingly prepared! WHAT A DISAPPOINTMENT!! Thankfully God had provided for them by sending the Wise Men with gifts, including gold, which must have helped them get settled in Egypt where they stayed for about 2 years before it was safe for them to return home to Nazareth.


Sometimes Christmas (or something we have been looking forward to for a long time) turns out to be very disappointing - leaving us really sad or angry. Instead of complaining and getting mad at God, maybe we can remember THIS part of the Christmas story and be encouraged that God is still there with us and will help us get through all the problems and fears - because He sent JESUS to show us all just how much He loves us!

