Monthly message for kids #16 – Celebrate Easter every day!

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

You may remember from last month's message that a young boy, Logan, lost a baby calf that was very special to him, but he was very encouraged when God reminded him that Jesus was also very special to God. At Easter time we remember the story of how, although he had done nothing wrong, Jesus was arrested and beaten; and then he was nailed to a cross where he hung for many hours before he died. He suffered great pain in his body - but he also suffered terribly in other ways.

As Logan was reminded, Jesus was God's only son - they had been together since the beginning of Creation, and Jesus had always been in direct communication with his Father. But we read in Matthew 27:46 that as darkness covered the land just before he died, Jesus cried out: "My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?"
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Jesus was not only in agony from the pain in his body, but he also felt totally helpless and abandoned by his own Father for the first time ever! We understand now that because Jesus took upon himself the blame and punishment for all of OUR sins (so that we could be saved - John 3:16), that huge weight of sin became a barrier that separated him from his Father. God could not look on the sin, and so He turned away from his own son for the first time ever. Jesus had never experienced that before and it was a terrible thing for him to have to endure being rejected by his Father - and I can imagine that it broke his heart!

But because Jesus was obedient and made that awful sacrifice that literally sent him to Hell, he proved forever that His power is greater than Satan's. When everyone thought Jesus must have been lying about being God's son, and his followers were dejected and heartbroken, suddenly, miraculously, three days later Jesus rose from the dead! He spoke to his followers and hundreds of others, and explained that they no longer had to be afraid of death or Satan because Jesus had won the victory over them! 

So now as followers of Jesus Christ, we can all truly rejoice and celebrate what Jesus did for US - not just on Easter but EVERY DAY!  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" John 3:16 (NIV) 

