Monthly message for kids #17 – How do YOU see elderly people?

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Children are very quick to learn - and so it is no surprise that if I want to use a family member's cell phone which has all the latest features, it may well be that one of our young grandkids will rush to show me what to do! The truth is that with technology advancing so quickly nowadays the younger generation may indeed know more than us "oldies"! But there is much more to life than just cell phones and new technology! The older a person gets, the more experiences he or she goes through and the more is learned about life and wisdom - and as a Christian, the more is learned and understood about God and faith. In times past, this was respected and young people went to the "elders" or older family members to get advice. But sadly today that is often not so!
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In the Bible we have several examples of young people who did NOT value or respect their parents. The parable Jesus told about the Prodigal Son (Luke 15) comes quickly to mind - the young man despised his father's hard-working lifestyle and wanted to go and enjoy his life as he thought best, until it turned out so bad and he was so desperate that he finally realized the truth! Even one of the famous Old Testament Men of God was a bad example in his youth because he disrespected and lied to his father! In Genesis 27 we read how Jacob so wanted to receive his inheritance (birthright and blessing) that he took advantage of his brother's weakness and tricked his blind elderly father, Isaac! Although he got what he wanted, he had no peace for many years and ran far away - only to be tricked himself later when he wanted to marry! In Genesis 32 we read how, many years later, Jacob had to return home and still he had no peace about what he had done. He struggled all night long with an angel from God until he finally made it right with God, and was able to go on and make it right again with his family.

How do YOU view your grandparents and other elderly people? Do you just see them as frail, old and worn out, and too "old-fashioned" to be of any benefit in these modern times? Or do you respect the many years and experiences they have had, and realize they are a valuable source of knowledge and wisdom?
