Monthly message for kids #19 – A five year old finds Jesus

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Many people tend to think that young children really can't understand enough about salvation to make a decision to follow Jesus, but I totally disagree. Salvation is not dependant upon how much we have learned about Jesus, but upon having our heart touched deeply by Jesus causing us to make a clear and committed decision to love and follow Him. Our grand-daughter Rylee is 5 years old, and heard about Jesus all her young life - from the family as well as in church, but while she was visiting us, Jesus touched her heart in a very special way. She is a very energetic and happy child, talkative and always full of questions (and answers!); she gets on well with her two older brothers and younger sister (3), and is both teachable and eager to teach others. This particular Sunday we were unable to have our usual church experience, but instead decided to watch the new cartoon movie "Jesus: He Lived Among Us" which we had received from the Voice of the Martyrs. We all started watching with great interest, but after a while the 3 year old and a visiting 2 year old little boy began playing, and various distractions prevented a perfect movie experience! But I noticed that Rylee and her oldest brother Cory (13) were both totally absorbed in the story and I was thankful they had this opportunity to watch such a clear and accurate presentation of the Gospel. After the movie ended I got up to prepare lunch but realized that Rylee wasn't in the room. I found her sitting quietly and sad outside the door of my office. I had rarely seen her so downcast, so sat down next to her and asked what was wrong. She replied that she was sad and wanted to be alone. I asked if it was because of the movie and she answered "yes". Finally she told me she was sad because Jesus had to hurt and die like that! 
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I suddenly realized that she was really identifying with how much Jesus suffered for us, so I went on to explain to her that Jesus did not WANT to suffer all that and die, but his Father (God) in Heaven told him that was the ONLY way for everyone else who believed in Jesus to be able to truly know God and be able to go to Heaven when they die. Because Jesus loves us all SO MUCH, he was willing to go through all that pain and even die. But then afterwards, God raised him from the dead and gave him a new body that would never hurt or die again, and he went to live with God in Heaven. That shows us that it is all true, and if we believe in Jesus and want to please him and obey God too, then WE will get a new body after we die and go to live in Heaven with God and Jesus and everyone else who loves Jesus.


Rylee listened intently as I explained and she seemed more encouraged but I sensed that I should go on and teach her a little more about salvation: that if she believed and wanted to follow Jesus, she could pray with me and tell Jesus -  and ask him to be her guide in life. We talked more about it and then prayed together. Once we were through she gave me a beaming smile with her eyes sparkling - there was no doubt she had felt the presence of the Lord! She ran off happily, then suddenly stopped, turned around, and ran back. "Grandma" she said, "Can I hug you?" and she gave me a big, long hug! What a joy to have the privilege of sharing that wonderful life-changing experience!!

To learn more about the DVD "Jesus: He Lived Among Us" follow this link www.freejesusmovie.com   
