Monthly message for kids #21 – God is our Heavenly Father

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Here in the United States, where the majority of people come from a Christian background, whenever we hear mention of "God" we tend to think of our Heavenly Father who sent His son Jesus to earth over 2,000 years ago. Often when people are interviewed on the television after some accident or natural disaster they say "Thank God", and even our dollar bills have printed on them "In God we trust". When prayers are offered up to "God" we presume we are all praying to the same God, the Father of Jesus Christ.

But we must remember that around the world there are millions of people who also are praying to "God" - recently I saw a Hindu man being interviewed on television and he said "We must pray for God's help". I suddenly remarked: "I wonder which God he prays to?" We know that some religions worship many gods (even thousands of different gods!) so if one of those followers says he is praying to God, he is probably praying to a totally different god than we do! 


In every religion followers pray to their "God" and often give offerings or sacrifices to show their devotion, or request for their prayers to be answered. Many really feel that if they do NOT give an offering, then their "God" will not hear them or help them! They consider that their "God" is so great and powerful that for him to be interested in hearing their request, they must do something to attract his attention or to please him.
[image: image1.jpg]



THAT is the difference between the God of Christianity and all the other gods. Instead of just being a Divine Power that has total control over the whole world and all mankind, our God LOVES and KNOWS each and every one of us individually! He CARES about us - so much that He sent his own son, Jesus Christ, to earth to show us his love and to die so we can have a personal relationship with God and be able to consider him as our Heavenly FATHER! Jesus came to earth to live as a human being: loving but being disappointed and hurt in return; suffering temptation and physical pain; and ultimately being unjustly accused and dying. Yes, he rose from the dead and is alive in Heaven, but now, because of his human experience, he can TRULY understand and help us when we are fearful or in need! (Romans 2:17-18) 
1 John 3:1 says: "See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him." (NIV) Which "God" would YOU rather worship? One that you HOPE will choose to help you, or one who knows and loves you as a Father and really understands what you are going through? This is the "God" we want to tell others about! 
