Monthly message for Kids #23 – Sharing GOOD NEWS!
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Have you ever preached in church? Have you traveled to another country as a missionary? If you are a child reading this, your answer to these questions is probably "No"! As Christians we often are reminded of the Great Commission - Jesus' final words to his followers before he left this earth. We can read them in Mark 16:15: "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel (Good News) to everyone." Perhaps you have heard this before and thought: "I can't do anything about that right now as I'm just a child." Even adults may be told that they must first graduate from a Bible College or attend a missionary training school before they can really obey Jesus' commandment.


But if we turn to the Book of Acts in the Bible and read how Jesus' disciples and other followers actually obeyed this commandment (which resulted in thousands of people becoming Christians in just a few years!) we soon realize that it is not as we first thought. They did not start studying to prepare great speeches. Instead, as the Holy Spirit began to work in their lives, they became excited to tell other people about Jesus and how he made it possible for us each to have a personal relationship with God, our Heavenly Father!


Have YOU ever had a prayer answered? Have you ever been very frightened but was comforted when someone read to you from the Bible that God loves you and promises to take good care of you? Maybe you have been confused and really worried about a situation, wondering what you could do about it? Then suddenly it was as if a light was turned on and you could clearly see the answer! I believe these are all times when God shows that He loves us and is right alongside helping us when we put our trust in Him. What GOOD NEWS that is!!
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If you have experienced any of these situations then YOU are ready to tell others! In Acts chapter 3 Peter and John were on their way to pray in the temple. They weren't preparing to preach! But when a crippled beggar stopped them to ask for money, they had to make a decision. Since they didn't have any money to give him, they could either just say "Sorry, I can't help you" and go on to maybe say a prayer for him later - or they could share with him the GOOD NEWS that JESUS could help him! I believe they were so happy and full of excitement about how Jesus is right there with us every moment to help us, that they eagerly reached out to tell the poor man and give him hope - and as they shared their faith, God did a miracle and healed the man! If you continue to read Mark 16 to the end, you'll see that this is exactly what is promised! So even if all you know is that Jesus LOVES you and helps you, YOU have some Good News to share with others too! 
