Monthly message for kids #24 – What will YOU give Jesus for his birthday?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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Although customs vary greatly around the world it is usual that when a party is given to celebrate someone's birthday, family and friends come to enjoy the day with him (or her). There is often special food, dancing or games, and people usually bring gifts for the birthday person. It seems that today, most people around the world who enjoy celebrating Christmas have forgotten that it is actually to celebrate Jesus' birthday! Instead they focus on the CELEBRATION rather than the birthday person! The television is full of advertisements and advice about how to cook the BEST fancy food; where to buy the latest (and most expensive!) gifts for your family and friends; and new ways to decorate your house with replicas of Santa, snowmen and other "Christmas" symbols that have only become popular over the last 100 years. Children may even write a list of gifts they would like to receive - and yet it is not THEIR birthday!

Even as Christians we tend to satisfy our consciences by just retelling the Christmas story or attending a special church service - before continuing on with our own family Christmas celebration. But what if we stopped and decided to plan a REAL birthday party for Jesus? What would make Jesus really happy on this special day? What gifts could WE bring HIM?


I believe Jesus enjoyed attending special parties - we read how he helped out when there was a problem at a wedding celebration (John 2) and he always celebrated the Jewish holy days. I believe he liked to eat the special food and relax with his family and friends; so planning a special meal to gather together and focus on Jesus is great. But as for giving him a gift - what could we possibly give him that he would really like? Let's take a minute to think about that!


I have a feeling that what would please him far more than some chocolate, new clothes or the latest gadget is:


....... if we went to that neighbor or family member we had quarreled with, and asked forgiveness to make peace!


....... or if we spent our money on groceries for needy families and left them secretly by their front door! 

....... or if we cooked extra food and took it to give to elderly people living alone....


....... or even if we just decided we would stop complaining or fighting with our brothers and sisters!


As you celebrate Jesus' birthday this year, just focus on doing things that would bring a smile to Jesus' face - like helping your Mum without complaining, taking time to talk with your grandparents who may not be with you much longer, and bringing peace and joy to those around you. You will find that a happy heart is YOUR best Christmas gift! 

