Monthly message for kids #25 – The twelve days of Christmas

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

When I was a young girl at school in England, on the last day of school before Christmas all the students would gather together and sing Christmas carols, ending with "The Twelve Days of Christmas". We had great fun as we would sing it faster and faster with each verse. Did you realize that since the FIRST day of Christmas is Christmas Day (mostly celebrated around the world on December 25th), that means that the twelve days continue on until January 6th?

I find that very interesting now as I consider how most people celebrate Christmas. Sadly here in North America, the stores begin to stock Christmas decorations and gifts as early now as October! Basically the whole of December's calendar gets filled with special Christmas events - but as soon as December 26 arrives you can see people discarding their Christmas trees and removing their Christmas lights! Everyone wants to move on to the NEXT holiday - New Year!
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But actually the Christmas Story INCLUDES a New Year message too! Jesus was born as a baby and his birth was a NEW BEGINNING for everyone on earth - when our Heavenly Father began to reveal Himself to us all in a totally new way! Jesus' life on earth gives us a clear guide as to how we are to live OUR new life in Christ - which begins at the moment we accept him as our Savior and Lord. Instead of making a list of New Year's resolutions as many people do on January 1st, we only need to make ONE!! That is to follow Jesus' example each and every day! If we will just read the Gospels, this will become clear and simple if our heart is totally open to Jesus.

So let's not just pack away the Christmas things and turn our focus onto celebrating with the rest of the world on New Year's Eve. Instead, why don't we continue on with the Christmas story in our hearts and focus on growing more and more like him as we begin the new year of 2013? We have a new, exciting year ahead with a blank calendar, so let's see how we can fill it with plans to do more of what Jesus did!     
