Monthly message for kids #26 – Don't worship other gods
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Probably the best-known Bible passage taught in church or Sunday School (and even in some public schools) is found in Exodus chapter 20 - known as the Ten Commandments. We read how God, Himself, gave these to Moses on Mount Sinai, and ever since then they have been the basic set of laws for all who want to follow God. Maybe you have memorized them or are able to quote them! But just knowing or quoting them is not enough. We must also make sure that we follow them today, in the 21st century, even though life is so very different from in Moses' time. This month I want us to look at the first of these ten commandments: "You shall have no other gods before me." Exodus 20:3 (NIV)

As Christians we believe in "Almighty God" who is our Heavenly Father, the Creator of the Universe; who sent His Son Jesus to die on the Cross so we may be saved and enjoy eternal life with God in Heaven; and who has given us the Bible and the Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us through life on earth. When we use the term "God" we know exactly who we are talking about. But for people who have grown up in other religions, "god" can refer to one of MANY different gods. 
Many Africans and Asians worship hundreds, even MILLIONS of different gods. When they experience trouble they may go and pray to several, giving offerings in the hope of persuading that particular god to help. If no help comes, they will go on to pray to other gods, hoping they will help instead; often they believe that they must have offended a god and so the trouble is actually punishment from that god. When such a person hears of this first commandment, it may seem very risky to have to put all their faith in just ONE God! But a little further on in verse 5, we read that God is a jealous god. If we will study more of the Bible we will understand that we cannot believe in God AS WELL AS other gods - it is all or nothing with Almighty God! But the wonderful thing is that HE wants a personal relationship with each of us! He is not like all the others that are impersonal and just exert their power over people (as many believe). Almighty God LOVES us and has a special plan for our lives - as we read more of the Bible we come to understand that and learn to trust Him, until we can gladly reject all other gods and choose to worship only Almighty God. 


But also the modern world has become so busy with the latest technology and mankind's newest achievements filling our lives, that religion is often pushed aside to concern us only when we attend church or have a special need to pray. A television or cell phone, the latest clothes or a football game would certainly not be considered "gods" by most people - but have they become more important to us than reading the Bible or spending time talking with Jesus? Before you quickly reply "no", remember that God truly knows your heart and there are no excuses with Him! 
