Message #3 for kids – Fun ways to memorize bible verses 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

I was thinking back to MANY years ago when I was a little girl in school in England, and remembered how we used to love playing games during break or “play time” as we used to call it. Sometimes we played in groups and other times we just played alone or with a partner, but I remember that many of the games involved singing or chanting rhymes. Some of them were a bit silly but they helped us stay in rhythm as we juggled balls, danced around in circles or skipped rope. I remember singing a simple little one called “Cowboy Joe” as we each had to keep throwing two small balls against a wall without dropping them – “Cowboy Joe 

From Mexico





Pick ‘em up        (we had to quickly bend down and touch the ground)





Stick “em up      (we had to lift up both arms in the air quickly)





Cowboy Joe.”

Of course if we dropped a ball, we had to stop and start over again when it was next our turn. Sometimes we sang while we skipped with a rope, either holding it ourselves, or jumping into it when a long rope was turned by two others. If we got out of rhythm and got caught up in the rope, we were “out”. It was always great fun. There were no prizes, just a great feeling of pride each time we finally succeeded in doing it! Some of the rhymes were very long and went on for many verses, making it a BIG challenge to complete the task!

I know that around the world children play very similar games. Where balls and ropes are not available other things are used, such as small round stones to juggle or lengths of creeper vines to skip with. Small rags can be sewn up with dried corn or gravel inside to make “beanbags” to toss in the air; and in many inner city areas, children play clapping games together as they sing rhymes. 

[image: image1.wmf]Then I suddenly realized how easily these games could be adapted to help children learn scriptures by memory! Simple bible verses can be broken down into phrases that are sung in rhythm with skipping rope or bouncing balls! It would be an easy and fun way to learn verses and help write the Word of God onto the hearts of the children forever! It might even be a good idea for adults to try while jumping rope as it’s a great form of exercise! Here are some suggestions:

I am the way


The truth and the life.


No-one comes to the Father


Except through me.


John 14, verse 6





So do not fear


For I am with you;


Do not be dismayed,


For I am your God.


I will strengthen you


And I will help you.


Isaiah 41, verse 10





If we confess our sins


He is faithful and just


And will forgive us our sins


And purify us


From all unrighteousness


1 John 1, verse 9








