Message #4 for kids – Did you know you are a sheep? 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Right now here in East Texas we are enjoying springtime after a cold winter – the sun is shining, pretty blossom is on the trees, and the grass is quickly growing fresh and green again. We are busy caring for baby chicks, and there are newborn calves and goats happily jumping around enjoying the warm weather! If you ever get the chance to watch a baby goat or sheep, they are very entertaining! They are naturally very friendly and inquisitive (which means “nosey”!) but if they wander too far away or suddenly get frightened, they are quick to cry out and rush back to their mother again!
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Jesus is often pictured as a shepherd holding a baby lamb and the Bible calls us his “sheep” no matter how old we are! This is good to remember when we find ourselves in days of trouble – when suddenly something happens that affects our life and causes us fear and panic. You may have heard in the news lately of terrible earthquakes and flooding; of people having to abandon their homes and not knowing where to go. Sometimes sickness comes to our family or we have to move away from our friends and we feel very lonely. Many things can happen that make us frightened and want to rush back to our “mother” (even when we are adults!).  We should always think of that picture of Jesus as the Good Shepherd – and remember to put our trust in Him.


John 10:14-15 says “I am the Good Shepherd; I know my own sheep and they know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.” A shepherd really LIVES with his sheep, night and day, and no matter what the weather is like! He recognizes and loves every single one, and will fight to protect it from harm. In Matthew 18:12 we read “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety nine others on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost?” Some sheep can get themselves into real trouble – maybe they get tangled up in barbed wire or they fall into a swamp - but if they cry out to the shepherd, he hears them and comes to help. Jesus lets his sheep wander freely but he makes sure they stay in a safe place – he is always watching over them and if one wanders off into trouble, he is quick to find it and bring it back home! We may not actually see Jesus’ face or feel his arms holding us, but we can feel the peace and comfort he gives us. We can know that he will take good care of us and lead us on to a safe place, because he IS the Good Shepherd!












