Message #5 for kids – How clean are you? 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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When you think of an animal that is dirty, which do you think of? Maybe a PIG – because they love to roll in the mud (actually they do this to stay cool as they do not sweat like us!). Maybe you think of a RAT – because they live in sewers and garbage dumps. Maybe you think of a COCKROACH or FLY – because they walk on piles of dirt and poop and then come into our homes, often near where we prepare our food. YUCK!! 


We often think that something is clean because it LOOKS clean and we cannot see any signs of dirt or disease, but let me tell you an interesting true story. A hundred years ago in New York there live a lady called Mary, and she was a cook. For many years she worked in the homes of various families where she was busy cooking all day long in the kitchen and so she seemed to be a very clean person. But it seemed that in every place she worked soon the family became sick – in fact they became VERY ill and some even died!! Finally it was proven that although Mary never got ill with the terrible disease that people were dying from, she was responsible for passing it on to other people! You see, Mary never bothered to wash her hands after blowing her nose, or going to the bathroom. She thought that since she only touched food all day long her hands were clean! She did not understand about germs that carry disease even though they are too small to see! Medical specialists today say that if a person has a habit of washing his or her hands with soap and water after using the bathroom and before eating or touching food he/she is much less likely to get sick! It is a very simple thing but can save us all so much upset and suffering. If a child learns to start this habit when he or she is young, think how much better his/her future will be!! 



But Jesus wants us to be even cleaner!! He tells us that our Heavenly Father doesn’t just look at the outside of someone – but also sees and understands what is on the INSIDE! Just as Mary in New York appeared to be clean but in reality was passing on germs and sickness, so we can appear to be living clean, pure lives – yet God knows that on the inside our heart may be dirty with jealousy, hatred, unforgiveness or bad thoughts! In Matthew 23:25-28 Jesus spoke very harshly about this – and he was even speaking to the religious leaders of the people! God knows EVERYONE’s heart! But Jesus made it possible for us to become CLEAN in God’s eyes – 1 John 1: 9 says “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. Would YOU like to start being truly clean today?  













