Monthly message for kids #6 – Do you like YOUR family? 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

In many western countries the typical family is often shown as a father, a mother, and two children - but for most children around the world their family is very different! My husband and I have 6 children (now grown up) and we know of some families with 12 or even more children! But sadly, often because of divorce, there are many families where a child lives just with the mother or father - sometimes going back and forth to live between the two of them. If parents marry again often the new husband or wife already has children, so you suddenly have new step-brothers or step-sisters and a new set of grandparents! It can be very confusing!! In many countries around the world a man can have more than one wife - sometimes even 5 or 6, and so the family can be very large with lots of children all related (at least they have plenty of friends to play with and are rarely lonely, but then again there can be feelings of jealousy or resentment!). Sadly of course there are also millions of children who were abandoned at birth and never know anything about their family. Some may live in an orphanage with other children, but many live on the street with no-one to care for them at all. 

But that was not God's plan. At the beginning of the Bible we read how God created first a man (Adam) and then a woman (Eve) to be his wife, and then blessed them with children to become the first family. As you read the story in Genesis chapter 4 you see that even way back then the children had problems and didn't get on well together! As we read about Abraham, we learn about Isaac and his half-brother Ishmael (who had a different mother) - and again they had problems. Isaac and his wife had twin sons, Jacob and Esau, who were jealous of each other; and 10 of Jacob's sons were so jealous of their brother Joseph that they sold him as a slave! Even Jesus' family thought he was crazy one time! So did God make a mistake when he chose to create families? NO!!
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When a baby is born he is usually loved and taken care of by his family, and as he starts to grow up he naturally only thinks of what HE wants! When his parents tell him "NO" he cries because he wants his own way. But he has to learn that he is not the only one in the world - and he has to be taught to obey his parents and start considering other people. There are MANY things he needs to learn about life so that by the time he becomes an adult and has the responsibility of making his own decisions he will make WISE decisions and be a blessing to others. God knew that the best way for a baby to learn all this through the years would be to live in a FAMILY! At times we all feel unhappy with our family and wish we could be part of a different one, but the truth is that no family is perfect - which means we have to learn how to forgive and love those around us even when they are mean to us! So no matter what your family is like - realize that Jesus is with you to help you learn how to be a better person even right there in your family!
