Monthly message for kids #7 – Dealing with death 

By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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Death is a subject that is rarely talked about with children and, especially in the West, many parents try hard to shield their children from having to confront it. With such emphasis on curing diseases and sending elderly relatives to live in special homes, often children never have to face the reality of death until they are adults. But it is not so in other parts of the world - especially in 3rd world countries. Facing death is often very much a part of everyday life! In fact in many countries most families sooner or later have to deal with the death of a baby - and because of poverty and disease AND the lack of doctors and medicine, it is not at all uncommon for a child to lose his father or mother in death. It is so sad to think of little ones having to experience such pain and sadness, quite apart from having their whole world turn upside down as a result! 

The situation was exactly the same in Jesus' time - in fact do you remember how King Herod sent soldiers to kill ALL the Jewish baby boys under the age of 2 years old because he wanted to kill Baby Jesus? (Matthew 2:16) Our Heavenly Father knows we are all afraid of death, and that is why He sent Jesus to the earth - to tell us the Good News that we can have ETERNAL LIFE through Jesus Christ! (2 Timothy 1:10) There are many scriptures that explain more to us about this (such as Hebrews 2:14-15) and we can read how Jesus himself died but was then resurrected to prove it is true (Revelation 1:18). So, as Christians, we no longer have to be frightened of death. Of course we always miss our loved ones when they die, as they cannot be with us here on earth any more; but we can be happy knowing that Jesus has promised that one day we will live together again in Heaven forever, where there will be no more sadness or crying. (Revelation 21:3-4). This means that if we believe in Jesus, we can think of death as just a doorway that we must all pass through one day - a door that leads us on from this life on earth (with its worries, pain and troubles) into a new and much better life in Heaven with Jesus! Now THAT is "good news" and is a major part of the Gospel - so as Christians we don't have to be afraid of death any more because Jesus has given us the hope and promise of eternal life with Him in Heaven!
