Monthly message for kids #8 – Do you have a pet?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

In many homes around the world the family has a special animal that they take care of and love. We call that a "pet", and in the West it is often a dog or cat, or maybe a bird or rabbit kept in a cage. Sometimes we see a baby kitten or puppy that is so cute and lovable that we want to take it home and care for it; or we may find a wild animal, like a baby pig or chick, that is hurt and needs help to survive. After it has recovered, we do not want to release it back to the wild (and often it has forgotten how to take care of itself) so we keep it as our pet. You may have heard of people who helped an abandoned baby monkey or a snake or even a lion, and it grew up in their home as a pet! Sadly sometimes as an adult, the animal becomes more dangerous as its true nature develops - then we have a problem!!

In the book of Genesis we read how God created the earth with all the different animals and then created Man in His own image to rule over the animals. He showed them all to Adam and let him give them their names. I believe God made the animals to enjoy watching in the Garden of Eden just as He made the beautiful flowers, mountains and streams. We can get much pleasure from having a pet - cuddling a furry kitten when we are sad; running and playing in the grass with our dog; teaching a pet bird to talk....  I have read stories of people kept in terrible prisons for years who made a pet of a mouse or lizard in their cell - feeding it crumbs, talking to it and caring for it. Sometimes having a pet to care about helps us get through very difficult times. It is proof that we all need someone to love and have a special relationship with.
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This might make you want to rush out and get your own pet - but remember that although God gave the animals to Adam, He also told Adam to rule over them - in other words He made Adam responsible for them. If you have a pet you must take care of it every day - even if you don't feel like it! The pet depends on us to care for it and if we don't, it will  become weak and sick and die. So having a pet teaches us responsibility - and it also teaches us that when we start something we must be prepared to continue until the job is finished! Of course most small animals do not live very long, so we must not be surprised when one day our little pet dies, even though we have been taking good care of it! We may be very sad but we should remember that, if we took care of it and loved it, just as it gave us joy we helped it have a better life too!
