Monthly message for kids #9 – How do you like school?
By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org
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Some children love going to school but others hate it - how do you feel about it? Years ago when I was in school I loved it - except for when we had sports, which I HATED! This was probably because although I was tall for my age and fit, I was afraid of being pushed over and getting hurt (what a coward!). Often children don't like school because they have difficulty learning - maybe they cannot read well and so take a long time to understand the work; or maybe they get no help at home with their homework and fall behind. Sometimes they give a wrong answer and everyone laughs at them and so they don't want to try to answer any more questions! But even if you keep trying hard and STILL do not do well in school, don't give up!! You are learning many important things that will help you understand better about the world and life in general even if you NEVER become top of the class!


God made each one of us different and gave us different gifts and talents, so that when we all work together He can accomplish His purpose on earth. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 Paul describes us as being like different parts of the body - one person may be like an eye, another like a foot, and another like a muscle inside the body that we can't see - but each part is important and we can't do without it! Maybe you are good at Math in school but not good at reading; or maybe you struggle with learning facts but do well in sports; or you may not seem to be especially good at anything in school but you are a kind friend and always brighten the day for others in your class......


As we study different famous bible characters, we learn that God uses all kinds of people - not just those who are clever, important or rich! See if you remember these stories that remind us of that: 


the youngest of 8 brothers was the one chosen by God to be king (1 Samuel 16 - David)


the weakest man in the poorest family was chosen by God to lead the Israelites to victory (Judges 6 - Gideon)


a foreign orphan girl was chosen to be queen and saved the lives of many (Esther 2 - Esther)


and finally, Jesus did not choose clever Jews who studied the scriptures to be his disciples, but instead he chose poor, hardworking men like fishermen who probably could not even read or write! (Luke 5)


As long as we always do our best, whether at home or in school, God can use us because He told Samuel: "The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart."  1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)

